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Dropping Particles in Casual Speech

_

Al - Beginner Colloguial ocl /& /=7
TOPIK 1 Contractions Dropping Particles in Casual Speech

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-A1-COLLOQ-CTR-004

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l0Bjd0KnCnA

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Here's my problem. | learned O{C|0f| 7}2, but in dramas | keep hearing 0{C| 7tK. Did the 0f just disappear?
Z2 AEF0|0|K. Yes, in casual speech, Korean often drops small particles when the meaning is clear.
Today we focus on three question words: 0{C|, §, +7*. They often sound shorter in everyday conversation.

The pattern is simple. 0{C|0i| can become O{C|, & E can become %, and =7} can sound like =+ in a casual
short question.

Conversation Snapshot

__

Hana o{C| 7te? Where are you going?

Junho mo|F™of 7tR. I'm going to the convenience store.
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N R

Hana HAR?
Junho 7o AtQ.
Hana ERotR?
Junho S gLte,

What are you buying?

I'm buying coffee.

Who are you meeting?

I'm meeting a friend.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

ol /¥ / &+
eodi / mwo / nugu

ofc|o — ofLC|
HE->H
S>3
eodie = eodi/
mworeul = mwo /
nuga —> nugu

AR
jjalge malhaeyo

ECIZ NS
MI| HE KX
malhagi: jaju

saengnyak / sseugi:

botong yuiji
olc| 712

eodi gayo

oiLiof 7t
eodie gayo

H o
Mwo meogeoyo

2 HoR
mwol meogeoyo

where / what / who

to where = where / what-object
— what / who-subject = who

People say it shorter.

Speaking: often dropped /

Writing: usually kept

Where are you going?

Where are you going?

What are you eating?

What are you eating?
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Today we focus on three question words:
ofc|, &, &= They often sound shorter in
everyday conversation.

The pattern is simple. 0{C|0f| can become
OofC|, Y= can become &, and &7 can
sound like &7t in a casual short question.

So this is not sloppy Korean. It's normal
spoken Korean.

St0FR. But it is context-sensitive. In tests,
careful writing, or very clear correction,
keep the particle.

First, 0{C|0i| 7t2 means where are you
going, or where do you go. In casual
speech, O{C| 7t2 is very natural.

The particle 0ll marks destination or
direction here. But with 7t2, 0{C| already
feels like a destination, so 0| can drop.

Second, # H0{2 means what are you
eating, or what do you eat. The object
particle £ is often dropped.

So ¥ HO{R drops §, and & HOR
contracts . Both are useful.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

oiCI / % / 7
olc| /& / =7 — where / what / who

Casual questions often drop 0ll, €, or 7}.

HC|of| = OE| HE = H =7t => &=

ofcfof] — ofc

SR

7t — 57 — to where = where / what-object = what / who-subject = who
Shorter forms are common in speech.

B R

WA L2 — People say it shorter.

Natural in everyday talk.

LOL7|: At dEE MO ES R

ot7: KH3E At

M7|. HE |§X| — Speaking: often dropped / Writing: usually kept
Use the full form when you need clarity or formality.

Ll 7t

OC| + 7t — Where are you going?

First, 0{C|0fl 7t2 means where are you going, or where do you go. In casual speech, 0{C| 7t{ is very natural.

Pronunciation Loop

_ Howto praCtice

o{C| 7tR? eodi gayo?

2k s 2M2 ttara hae boseyo
FHoik? mwo meogeoyo?
L3202 nugu wasseoyo?
S 20R? nuga wasseoyo?

Self-Check

1 Say oL /% /&7 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.

2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.
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3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies

Why Study ftnext

JX| /L7t ofLE
Tiny Casual Confirmations
Friends Say

S/ EE
Everyday Spoken
Contractions of Particles

o/ ™A/ 1A
Everyday Spoken
Contractions of 0| %12

-2 H0F/-= AKX /- &4
Spoken Contractions of 2

My Notes

Al Colloquial: compare %[ / JL[7} / Ot
with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

Al Colloquial: compare &t/ = / & / & with

this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Al Colloquial: compare 0| / X / 22 with

this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

B2 Colloquial: compare -2 7{0k / -= x| / -L
Z with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-COLLOQ-CTR-
003

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-COLLOQ-CTR-
002

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-COLLOQ-CTR-
001

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B2-COLLOQ-CTR-
001
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