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어
Tiny Spoken Reactions Koreans Use Nonstop

Level Topic Focus

A1 · Beginner
TOPIK 1

Colloquial
Fillers & Reactions

어
Tiny Spoken Reactions Koreans Use Nonstop

Study Links
Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-COLLOQ-FIL-002

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vNTDi4a2Mns

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core Idea
Okay, real talk — I watched a Korean drama and every other line was just 어? 응? 왜? and I had no idea what
any of them meant.

Right? They all sound like little grunts to me. Are they even real words, or just noises?

They are real words. Very small, but very important. 오늘의 핵심은 이 세 개예요. In English, today's core is
exactly these three.

The secret is pitch. Each one goes up at the end — that rising sound turns it into a reaction or a question.

Conversation Snapshot
Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 어? 이거 네 커피야?
—

Oh? Is this your coffee?

Junho 응? 뭐라고?
—

Huh? What did you say?

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-COLLOQ-FIL-002
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vNTDi4a2Mns
https://www.koreanladder.com


koreanladder.com
Your ladder to fluent Korean.

Korean Ladder study note · koreanladder.com Page 2

Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 이 커피, 네 거냐고.
—

This coffee — I asked if it's yours.

Junho 아, 응. 내 거야.
—

Ah, yeah. It's mine.

Junho 나 이사 가.
—

I'm moving.

Hana 어? 갑자기?
—

Oh? Suddenly?

Hana 왜? 무슨 일 있어?
—

Why? Is something going on?

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions
Word Meaning Example

한 음절, 큰 의미
han eumjeol, keun
uimi

One syllable, big meaning 완벽해요. That's exactly it. In English you'd
use whole phrases — Korean does it in
one breath.

끝을 올려요 ↗
kkeuteul ollyeoyo

Lift the end ↗ Nice. One correction for both of you —
don't let the pitch fall at the end. A flat 응
becomes 'yeah,' and flat 어 sounds like
you're just thinking, not surprised.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
어? / 응? / 왜?
어? / 응? / 왜? — Oh? / Huh? / Why? (What?)

Tiny reactions that carry a lot of feeling.

↗ 어? ↗ 응? ↗ 왜?
↗ 어? ↗ 응? ↗ 왜? — Rising pitch = surprise, checking, or reacting

Same syllable, flat vs. rising, changes the meaning.

어?
어 + ? — Oh? / Huh? — surprise, something unexpected

First one. 어? with a rising pitch means surprise — like English 'Oh?' or 'Wait, what?' 뭔가 예상 못 했을 때 써요.

어? 내 열쇠…
어? 내 열쇠… — Huh? My keys…

어? = the sound of noticing.

응?
응 + ? — Huh? / What was that? — please repeat

Second one. 응? means 'Huh? Say that again.' You didn't catch what someone said. 잘 못 들었을 때예요.

Pronunciation Loop
Phrase How to practice

어? eo?

응? eung?

왜? wae?

Self-Check
1 Say 어 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.

2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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Lesson Why study it next Link

네 / 아니요 / 맞아요
Natural Korean Reactions

A1 Colloquial: compare 네 / 아니요 / 맞아요
with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-COLLOQ-FIL-0
01

글쎄요 / 그러게요 / 아무튼
Hedging and Agreeing
Naturally

A2 Colloquial: compare 글쎄요 / 그러게요 /
아무튼 with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-COLLOQ-FIL-0
01

막 / 약간 / 아니 그게
Intensifiers and Hedges in
Fast Speech

C1 Colloquial: compare 막 / 약간 / 아니 그게
with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-C1-COLLOQ-FIL-0
01

아 진짜 / 어쩌라고 / 됐어
Reactive Fillers and Mild
Pushback

B2 Colloquial: compare 아 진짜 / 어쩌라고 /
됐어 with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B2-COLLOQ-FIL-0
01

My Notes
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