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Al - Beginner Colloquial opst/ 25 /B
TOPIK1 Fillers & Reactions Beginner 'l See' and Thinking Sounds

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-A1-COLLOQ-FIL-005

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=elL-wHOgdOGA

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

When | listen to Korean, | panic because | don’t know what to say while the other person is talking. In English
I say, “Oh, | see,” or “Hmm.” What do | say in Korean?

Z2 FZ0/0R. et=0{0| M= oSt @, & 22 &2 2130 OFF Xt LI”IR. In English, these are small listening
reactions.

QEeo| AL =3 ZH| USHK| = A 2. A small sound can show: | understand, I’'m interested, or I’'m
thinking.

So | don’t always need to say Ul or %0t27? | can use little reaction sounds?

Conversation Snapshot

__

Junho 0| 7tll= @5 LM HotR. This cafe closes early today.
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Hana ot

Junho a

Hana 2

Junho &

Hana =2

oraleiR?

, M= AIlK.

Ah, | see.

And the sweet potato latte is famous.

Oh, that sounds tasty.

What would you like to drink?

Hmm, coffee for me.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

ofst/ % /&
aha/oho/heum

ofsl - =0
ihae - heungmi -
saenggak

. AHZF
o=

ok}
oho

=2
=

heum

otst =08l / 25 =
s0l/ 5 =47
aha=ihae/oho=
heungmi / heum =
saenggak

ofst
aha

=D ACHE d=

deutgo itdaneun
sinho
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Ah, | see / Oh, interesting / Hmm

understanding - interest -
thinking

Oh, interesting

Beginner 'l See' and Thinking
Sounds

aha = understanding / oho =
interest / hmm = thinking

Ah, | see now

a signal that you are listening

- koreanladder.com

EEZ0[0R. et=0{0| M= Ofst, 2=, &
B2 BEE0[ OFF Xk Lt2tR. In English,
ese are small listening reactions.

RSO HHR 2 ZA LK b= Hola. A
small sound can show: | understand, I’'m
interested, or I'm thinking.

23 is not huge surprise. It is smaller and
calmer than 2}. It says, “Oh, that caught
my interest.”

g, Mzt 27 Q. That feels very usable.
Z&LICE Now let’s separate them clearly:

OFst is understanding, 2% is interest,
is thinking.

HX OS5I Q. =7t O|RE EF0| Q. OfH|
Olsixo{R. Jl ofst.

Z&LICE Notice that these are short, but
they are not meaningless. They show
your listening attitude.
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St/ 2t understanding — O}3} / interest 2rotR. If you understand, use Ot} or O}5t,
= [ 42tstH — 235 /thinking— & JHEER. If you are interested, use 2. If
= you need time, use .
ihaehamyeon aha/
gwansim
isseumyeon oho /
saenggakhamyeon
heum
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Grammar / Structure Notes
ofst | Rz /&2
Ofst / 2% / & — Ah, | see / Oh, interesting / Hmm

Short reactions you can use while listening

olslf - S0| - M2k — understanding - interest - thinking

Pick the reaction by your listening mood

OfSt, I L,

Ofst+,+ % 3ALE+, — Ah, | see.

arotR. Otst means “ah, now | understand.” It often comes right after new information clicks.

OFSH 1 FLLE,

Ofs+,+ O™ L+, — Ah, | see.

For example, someone explains why a shop is closed. You can say, Otst, 2= FLE. It means, “Ah, | see, that makes sense.”
Q2 HOo|AHK.

R +,+M0O|QYHIQ +. — Oh, that’s interesting.

23 shows mild interest or a small surprise. In English, it is like “oh, interesting” or “oh, really.”

Pronunciation Loop

E heum

ofst aha

ofsh, IR, aha, geureokunyo.

k=4 oho

2z, Mojue. oho, jaemiinneyo.

B, YAt =AR. heum, saenggakae bolgeyo.

Self-Check

1 SayOst/ 2% / E three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.
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Related / Subsequent Studies

Ll /otL|R / Hote Al Colloquial: compare 4| / OfL|2 / SOt Open lesson
Natural Korean Reactions with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad
clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-COLLOQ-FIL-0
01
ot/2/d/0H Al Colloquial: compare 0t / @ / & / o{{ with Open lesson
First Korean Interjections this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.  https://www.koreanlad
for Surprise and Feeling der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-COLLOQ-FIL-0
03
Y Al Colloquial: compare 0 with this lesson so Open lesson
Tiny Spoken Reactions the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
Koreans Use Nonstop der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-COLLOQ-FIL-0
02
0ilo] / 0{% / ofO| & A1 Colloquial: compare 0[0] / 0{% / OFO|f Open lesson
MY mESS B2 A ZEAL with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad
clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-COLLOQ-FIL-0
04

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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