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와 / 우와 / 이야
Amazement Sounds You’ll Hear All Day

Level Topic Focus

A1 · Beginner
TOPIK 1

Colloquial
Fillers & Reactions

와 / 우와 / 이야
Amazement Sounds You’ll Hear All Day

Study Links
Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-COLLOQ-FIL-006

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mj6ron98AMg

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core Idea
I hear Koreans say 와 all the time. Is it just English “wow,” or are there different versions?

좋은 질문이에요. 와, 우와, 이야 are short delight sounds. They show surprise, admiration, or happy amazement.

오늘의 핵심은 번역보다 느낌이에요. The feeling matters more than one perfect English word.

First, 와. It is the clean, all-purpose reaction. Like “wow,” but very common in daily Korean.

Conversation Snapshot
Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 와, 냄새 좋다.
—

Wow, it smells good.

Junho 우와, 양이 많네요.
—

Ooh wow, there’s a lot.

Hana 이야, 국물 맛있다.
—

Whoa, the broth is delicious.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-COLLOQ-FIL-006
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mj6ron98AMg
https://www.koreanladder.com
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Speaker Korean Meaning

Junho 와, 가격도 괜찮아요.
—

Wow, the price is good too.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions
Word Meaning Example

와 / 우와 / 이야
wa / uwa / iya

wow / ooh wow / whoa, nice 좋은 질문이에요. 와, 우와, 이야 are short
delight sounds. They show surprise,
admiration, or happy amazement.

감탄사
gamtansa

interjection, reaction sound 오늘의 핵심은 번역보다 느낌이에요. The
feeling matters more than one perfect
English word.

와
wa

wow First, 와. It is the clean, all-purpose
reaction. Like “wow,” but very common
in daily Korean.

우와
uwa

ooh wow, wowww Next, 우와. It feels a little bigger, more
excited, or more openly delighted than
와.

와 → 우와
wa → uwa

wow → ooh wow 맞아요. If 와 is a quick “wow,” 우와 is like
“oooh, wow.”

이야
iya

whoa, wow, nice Now 이야. 이야 often sounds impressed,
satisfied, or admiring. It can feel like
“whoa,” “wow,” or “nice.”

이야, 좋다
iya, jota

Wow, this is nice Exactly. 이야 can sound slightly older or
more hearty depending on voice, but it is
very natural.

일상적인 말
ilsangjeogin mal

everyday speech One more important point: these are
casual spoken reactions. Use them with
friends, family, shops, cafes, and daily
life.



koreanladder.com
Your ladder to fluent Korean.

Korean Ladder study note · koreanladder.com Page 3

Grammar / Structure Notes
와 / 우와 / 이야
와 / 우와 / 이야 — wow / ooh wow / whoa, nice

Short reactions for pleasant surprise or admiration

감탄사
감탄사 — interjection, reaction sound

A tiny word that reacts to what you see, hear, taste, or discover

와
와 — wow

The safest everyday amazement sound

와, 맛있겠다.
와, + 맛있 + 겠다. — Wow, that looks delicious.

와 can react to food, a view, a price, a cute item, or good news. It is short and flexible.

와, 맛있겠다.
와, + 맛있 + 겠다. — Wow, that looks delicious.

와, 맛있겠다. In English, “Wow, that looks delicious.” The ending 겠다 here guesses from what you see.

Pronunciation Loop
Phrase How to practice

와, 맛있겠다. wa, masitgetda.

우와, 예쁘다. uwa, yeppeuda.

와, 정말 맛있어요. wa, jeongmal masisseoyo.

와, 냄새 좋다. wa, naemsae jota.

와, 냄새 좋아요. wa, naemsae joayo.

우와, 예뻐요. uwa, yeppeoyo.

이야, 야경 좋다. iya, yagyeong jota.

Self-Check
1 Say 와 / 우와 / 이야 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.

2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.
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3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
Lesson Why study it next Link

네 / 아니요 / 맞아요
Natural Korean Reactions

A1 Colloquial: compare 네 / 아니요 / 맞아요
with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-COLLOQ-FIL-0
01

아 / 오 / 헐 / 어머
First Korean Interjections
for Surprise and Feeling

A1 Colloquial: compare 아 / 오 / 헐 / 어머 with
this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-COLLOQ-FIL-0
03

아하 / 오호 / 흠
Beginner 'I See' and
Thinking Sounds

A1 Colloquial: compare 아하 / 오호 / 흠 with
this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-COLLOQ-FIL-0
05

어
Tiny Spoken Reactions
Koreans Use Nonstop

A1 Colloquial: compare 어 with this lesson so
the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-COLLOQ-FIL-0
02

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-COLLOQ-FIL-001
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-COLLOQ-FIL-003
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-COLLOQ-FIL-005
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-COLLOQ-FIL-002

