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Q=2 0= A £0IR

Canceling Plans Without Sounding Rude

_

Al - Beginner Conversation RE2 022 A 2otk
TOPIK1 Appointments Canceling Plans Without Sounding Rude

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-A1-CONV-APT-002

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=61shdrmCHp8

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Here’s my problem. In English | can say, “Sorry, today won’t work.” But in Korean, | worry it sounds too
blunt.

Z£2 Z20|0|K. Korean often sounds kinder when you say it indirectly, like 252 0{2{2 2 Z01R.
So not just, 2= ¢t {27 That feels like, “Nope, can’t.”

ofotR. @5 2t iR is understandable, but it can feel abrupt. 252 {22 71 ZH0tR gives the other person
more cushion.

Conversation Snapshot

e e e

Hana 2= Mo erente? Shall we meet this evening?
Junho Z| &, ZXE7| Lo| Mziol. I’m sorry. Something suddenly came
— up.
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N

Junho s

Junho LS =0l

Hana 4|, £Z0tR. C}S F0f 2tLtR.

I don’t think today will work.

Shall we meet next week?

Yes, sounds good. Let’s meet next
week.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

(Q)= ZH Zota
-(eu)l geot gat-ayo

ofgiE A Zote
eoryeoul geot
gat-ayo

oz » oz A
ZotR

eoryeowoyo —
eoryeoul geot
gat-ayo

2s20ZS ALt
oneul-eun eoryeoul
geot gat-ayo

Z&ees203HS
Aot
joesonghaeyo.
oneul-eun eoryeoul
geot gat-ayo

AN 2 Pl ke
gapjagi il-i
saenggyeosseoyo

Z| & QUX7| Lol Y
Aoees20E2A
ZorR
joesonghaeyo.
gapjagi il-i
saenggyeosseoyo.
oneul-eun eoryeoul
geot gat-ayo

Ct2302HtR
daeum ju-e
mannalkkayo

it seems /I think it will

| don’t think it will work / I don’t

think | can

It’s difficult = It seems difficult

I don’t think today will work.

I’m sorry. | don’t think today will
work.

Something suddenly came up.

I’m sorry. Something suddenly
came up. I don’t think today will
work.

Shall we meet next week?
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QEC|IHE 2 A ZOIK. In English, it
means “l think it will,” “it seems,” or “it
looks like.”

With 0{&C}, “to be difficult,” we say ({22
2 Zote. Literally, “it seems it will be
difficult.” Naturally, “l don’t think I can.”

That’s interesting. H2{¥| 2 is “it’s
difficult,” but 0{2{2 2 Z0tR is softer, like
“it may be difficult.”

2r0tR. And for plans, 252 0242 A
Z0tR sounds very natural.

Now hear itin a full canceling message.
F&e. 252 022 A Zota.

A soft reason is helpful too. ZAt7| 20|
MZ0{2 means “something came up
suddenly.”

So | can say, Z|&3lR. ZA7| 20| HHHK.
252022 A Zota.

CHS 0| 2H7ER means “Shall we meet
next week?” It is friendly and gives the
other person a next step.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

Use it to sound less direct.

olz{= A 20t

o342 2 20t — I don’t think it will work / | don’t think | can
Soft refusal or soft cancellation

Ol3{9 2 — 03{= A 20t

2R — of2{2 A ZotR — It’s difficult — It seems difficult
That’s interesting. ({219 & is “it’s difficult,” but 0{2{2 2 Z0IR is softer, like “it may be difficult.”
s20HSAEotR

RE+2+0{H2 + 2 + 20t — | don’t think today will work.
arotR. And for plans, @E2 022 A &0t sounds very natural.
=20HSAEotR

RE+2+0{2 + 2 + 20} — As for today, it seems difficult.

252 means “as for today.” 2 marks the topic. We are talking about today, and saying today is difficult.

Pronunciation Loop

& joesonghaeyo

x| Lol Mo e gapjagi il-i saenggyeosseoyo

QE2 0z A Lot oneul-eun eoryeoul geot gat-ayo

Ot 0l 2Hmte? daeum ju-e mannalkkayo?

&2, U7 Lo MRAolr. 252 joesonghaeyo. gapjagi il-i saenggyeosseoyo. oneul-eun
oA E 2 ZotR. Chs F0of etente? eoryeoul geot gat-ayo. daeum ju-e mannalkkayo?

Self-Check

1 Say =2 022 Z Z0IR three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.
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Related / Subsequent Studies

'8l oot D FY

Booking a Doctor's
Appointment

£5t7|

oY LY =8
Coordinating a Meeting
Among Several People

ofofs HESI D 401
Rescheduling an
Appointment

My Notes

Al Conversation: compare 22| 21H| gt
with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

A2 Conversation: compare ¢! of|2f &1 ZA
2st7| with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

C1 Conversation: compare 02| & 2™ =8
with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

A2 Conversation: compare 0|22 HZASI D
08 with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CONV-APT-00
1

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-CONV-APT-00
2

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-C1-CONV-APT-00
1

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-CONV-APT-00
1

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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