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Asking Whether Food Is Spicy Before You Order

_

Al - Beginner Conversation oj7 i
TOPIK 1 Restaurant & Cafe Asking Whether Food Is Spicy Before You
Order

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-A1-CONV-RES-004

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=blhYukRPD20

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core ldea

Okay, real fear. The menu photo looks amazing, but Korean food can be seriously spicy. What if | order
something that burns my whole mouth?

JA MY =3 AH0|0 K. That's the most common worry — and the fix is tiny. You ask about spice before you

Today's pattern is a spice check. Four lines: 0| Of{| 2, ¢t iR, S 02 H AL, and ZZTHOHY K. Point,
check, then choose.

A2 ZHESHR. The key is simple — don't guess from the photo. Point at the dish and ask in Korean.

Conversation Snapshot

__

Hana A7t oiAo? What's good?
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XM T SERAA L.

oA il ?

i, & i L.

The kimchi stew is tasty.

Is this spicy?

Yes, it's a bit spicy.

Do you have something not spicy?

Then try the steamed egg.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

7t2[7| 1 E0{EMR
garikigo
mureoboseyo

o|A
igeo

e
maewoyo

x30

jogeumman

=S 7127 |M 2
menyureul
garikiseyo

gk NHO|X| OtMI
gogaeman
kkeudeogiji maseyo

Point and ask.

this (thing)

is spicy (polite)

only a little

Point at the menu.

Don't only nod your head.

Korean Ladder study note - koreanladder.com

A2 ZIetsi 2. The key is simple — don't
guess from the photo. Point at the dish
and ask in Korean.

0|7{£ 'this thing'0|0|2. In English, 0]
means 'this' — the dish you're pointing at
on the menu.

0§22 comes from Lt — 'to be spicy.' In
polite speech it becomes Ii K. So 0| A
0§/ 2 means 'Is this spicy?'

ZZ02 'only a little'o[0|K. In English,
Z32%t means 'just a little,' so you're
checking for mild heat — not zero, not
fire.

One more survival tip. Point at the menu
when you ask. Don't just nod your head
when the server talks about spice —
nodding can mean 'yes, spicy is fine.'

That's the classic English-speaker
mistake. A nod answers yes. If you want
mild, don't nod — say 9t o2 A 0|,
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Grammar / Structure Notes
O|H OHR 27

0| OHK? — Is this spicy?

Your first spice-check line — point at the dish.
7t2|7| 1 S0{EAMR

7t2|7|1 2E0{E MK — Point and ask.

Photos don't show spice level.

O|H OHR K7

0|7 + OiY 2 +? — Is this spicy?

First sentence. Listen: 0| OiR|R7? Let's break it apart.
0|7

0| — this (thing)

Point with your finger or the menu edge.

O ¢ 2

OHY 2 — is spicy (polite)

From YCt — Of{ Q.

Pronunciation Loop

e e maewoyo
O|A i K? igeo maewoyo?
Qhof2 7 U0R? an maeun geo isseoyo?

Self-Check

1 Say 0| O42|R three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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HRIE FHL /H7t
grloje

Asking for the Menu and
Recommendations

=S5 FMR /AL =M
Your First Words Inside a
Korean Restaurant

Ofo|A oft|2| 7t F 0| R
Ordering a Drink at a
Korean Café

EHASLICH Y
SEAUOIR2
Finishing a Meal Politely

My Notes

Al Conversation: compare H'wI & FAH2 /
27} 5l with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Al Conversation: compare 2 & MR /
H 4kl =M with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Al Conversation: compare O}0| A O}H|2| 7t
ot ZH0| 2 with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Al Conversation: compare & HAEL|CH/ ML
SIAA R with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.
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Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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