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M EUH K /FEE ELHAHR

Easy Small Talk to Start and End a Chat

_

Al - Beginner Conversation HMNEHR /FEHEUAR
TOPIK 1 Small Talk Easy Small Talk to Start and End a Chat

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-A1-CONV-SML-001

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wFmIL1r1HHM

Visit Korean Ladder for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Okay, real question. When | meet someone in Korean, | freeze. What do | say first?
Same. In English | can say, nice weather, huh? But in Korean, my brain goes blank.
That feeling is normal. Koreans also start light conversations with simple comments. &M means weather.

RE9| SEL2 M HAGIK. In English: comment, ask, sign off. That is the shape of easy small talk.

Conversation Snapshot

e e e

Hana =M EH K. Nice weather, isn't it.

m

Junho U, 3% Eote. L & HHo|R? Yes, it's really nice. Did you have a
— good weekend?

Hana U, & B, FL E HIfMR. Yes, | did. Have a good weekend.
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Junho ZEAFRILICE oL W =2 & =LA, Thank you. Hana, have a good

— weekend too.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

=L

nalssi

ZRE - IE - O}

komenteu - jilmun -

insa

ZLt— FHR
jota — jonneyo

weather

Comment - Ask - Sign off

to be good — it's nice, isn't it

That feeling is normal. Koreans also start
light conversations with simple
comments. M| means weather.

259 SE2 M HAIK. In English:
comment, ask, sign off. That is the shape
of easy small talk.

ZC} becomes £H|2. In English, you can
feelit as, oh, it's nice, isn't it. It invites the
other personin.

He ..isn'tit/...huh So H|& is not just a plain fact. It sounds

neyo like I'm sharing the moment with
someone.

= weekend Hets 2. Now the second small-talk beat

jumal is the weekend. = means weekend.

EH well / nicely Wait, & means well, right? So this is like,

jal did you spend the weekend well?

ZHLfCt to spend time well arote. & means well. 2 2LHC means to

jal bonaeda spend time well. You will hear & again in
the goodbye line.

gy - 23 -2 Open - Ask - Close That is smoother than | expected. Open

yeolgo - mutgo -

datgo
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with the weather, ask about the
weekend, and close with the weekend
again.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
=L

M| — weather

A safe, friendly opener

TRE - WL - QL

THE - =E - 2lAt— Comment - Ask - Sign off
The three beats of small talk

M EU .

M| £U4|2. — Nice weather, isn't it.

|2 = soft reaction to what you notice

M EH K.

M + £ + U|R. — Nice weather, isn't it.

Let's break it into small pieces. '&M| is weather. £ is from ZL, to be good. U R is the friendly noticing ending.
ECt— FH R

ZCt— ZEUH|Q — to be good — it's nice, isn't it

Use it when you notice something now

Pronunciation Loop

=M EHe nalssi jonneyo
ELUESE N nalssi jonneyo
Z4R2 jonneyo

L E HNR jumal jal bonaeseyo
HLiMR bonaeseyo

Self-Check

1 Say ZM EUHR /FL & HLHMR three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Free Korean study note - koreanladder.com Page 3



Korean Ladder A
korean 4 Free Korean lessons, one rung at a time.
Related / Subsequent Studies

O L5 SX|oh e S2E e B2 Conversation: compare 1 24 9kx|ot Open lesson
ASLICH CH2 2™ E ASLICH with this lesson so the https://www.koreanlad
Disagreeing Politely boundary becomes clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B2-CONV-SML-00
1
HI| Moz =SR2t C1 Conversation: compare tt7|HOZ2 & 2X|2t  Open lesson
7Mooz = CHELICE A7|MO 2= CHELIC} with this lesson so the https://www.koreanlad
Weighing Tradeoffs boundary becomes clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-C1-CONV-SML-00
1
M Mztol= =g CHE A B1 Conversation: compare & Mztofl= =2 Open lesson
Zota CtE 2 20t with this lesson so the https://www.koreanlad
Giving a Cautious Opinion boundary becomes clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-CONV-SML-00
1
OHABIN| R / QHEB| A MR Al Conversation: compare 2SN R / Q8| Open lesson
Greetings and Goodbyes A M & with this lesson so the boundary https://www.koreanlad
becomes clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CONV-GRT-00
1

My Notes

Free Korean lessons, one rung at a time. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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