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Checking If Someone Has Time Before Small Talk

_

Al - Beginner Conversation X3 ot
TOPIK1 Small Talk Checking If Someone Has Time Before Small
Talk

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-A1-CONV-SML-005

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jQEmBqY7aHO0

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core ldea

Here’s my problem. In English | might say, “Hey, quick question.” But in Korean, how do | check first without
sounding pushy?

Z£2 HZ0[0K. In Korean, it is polite to check the other person’s time or situation before you start talking.
The core idea is not “Are you okay emotionally?” Here, ##0t2 means “Is this okay?” or “Is now okay?”

Q59| IjE2 X|Z MEOLR, and the more respectful version, &7t HEONR. In English, “Is now okay?” and
“Do you have a moment?”

Conversation Snapshot

e e e

Hana =T M, 27t HEOMR? Junho, do you have a moment?
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N R

Junho |, &

otg. F& 2olo?

Hana Q& 3|9 H AlKR?
Junho Ml Alof2.
Junho X2 HEore?

Hana X222 =2 i,

Junho 4|, L=ofl of7|sHR.

Yes, it’s okay. What is it?

What time is today’s meeting?

It’s at three.

Is now okay?

I’m a little busy right now.

Okay, let’s talk later.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

Xz #Eore
jigeum
gwaenchanayo

7 HEOHR
jamkkan
gwaenchaneuseyo

HEore HHEOME
gwaenchanayo
gwaenchaneuseyo
A HEONE s
919l R Aol
jamkkan
gwaenchaneuseyo
oneul hoeui myeot
siyeyo

Now is okay

A moment is okay, respectfully

is okay, polite; is okay,
respectfully

Do you have a moment? What
time is today’s meeting?
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grotR, X|2 #MEOLR is natural with
classmates, coworkers you know, or
friendly polite situations.

7t M OM R is natural when you want
to be extra considerate. &7 means “for a
moment.”

2HHSH2. Now let’s unpack why the
ending changes.

Notice the order. First, &7 MO N Q7
Then the real question. That makes the
opening feel considerate.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
X % |_x'6'0|-97

X2 HMEOLR? — Is now okay? Are you free now?

X2 means now. #EOLL asks if it is okay.
X|2 AR ?
X2 MEOoR? — Is now okay?

Friendly polite

A7 RO M R?
E7 HE O M R? — Do you have a moment?

More respectful and careful

X|2 &R ?

— LS
X2 HEOLR? — Is now okay?

Use with a comfortable polite relationship.
X2 HEote
X2 + #EOLR — Now is okay

oot X|2 MEOLR is natural with classmates, coworkers you know, or friendly polite situations.

Pronunciation Loop

Xz #iEor? jigeum gwaenchanayo?
7t HE oM R? jamkkan gwaenchaneuseyo?

Self-Check

1 Say X2 #EOtR three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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2N EUe/ FEE
HUINR

Easy Small Talk to Start
and End a Chat

AFEL Bt 33H 0] 20012
Asking a Stranger to Take
Your Photo

ol / HlolR /
orZicH
AxoR cfet 2|

0|5 ol / 3t=
O|E0lolle

Asking About and
Complimenting Names

My Notes

Al Conversation: compare gM 4 / FZ
E 2LHM|2 with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Al Conversation: compare AFZIl gt &gt & o
Z A 71012 with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Al Conversation: compare 0|82 /S0
/ BEQUZACE with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Al Conversation: compare 0| 0f|tiL{|Q / 5t=
0|£0[0f|& with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.
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