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어디서 배웠어요
Small Talk About Learning Korean

Level Topic Focus

A1 · Beginner
TOPIK 1

Conversation
Small Talk

어디서 배웠어요
Small Talk About Learning Korean

Study Links
Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-CONV-SML-010

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jacPxBkWBhA

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core Idea
So here's my problem. Every time I say one sentence in Korean, people get excited and ask me three
questions. Where did you learn? How long have you been learning? What's the hardest part? And I just
freeze.

맞아요, 한국 사람들은 이 질문을 정말 많이 해요. 오늘 이 세 가지 질문에 다 대답할 수 있게 도와드릴게요. Today we'll help
you answer all three.

첫 번째 질문이에요. 어디서 배웠어요? Where did you learn it? 어디서 means at what place. You'll often hear the
polite form, 배우셨어요. Just answer with 배웠어요.

두 번째 질문이에요. 한국어 배운 지 얼마나 됐어요? How long have you been learning Korean?

Conversation Snapshot
Speaker Korean Meaning

Junho 한국어 잘하시네요. 어디서 배우셨어요?
—

Your Korean is great. Where did you
learn?

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-CONV-SML-010
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jacPxBkWBhA
https://www.koreanladder.com
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Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 아, 감사합니다. 유튜브로 배웠어요.
—

Oh, thank you. I learned from
YouTube.

Junho 배우신 지 얼마나 되셨어요?
—

How long have you been learning?

Hana 일 년쯤 됐어요.
—

About a year.

Junho 뭐가 제일 어려우세요?
—

What's the hardest part?

Hana 존댓말이 제일 어려워요.
—

Polite speech is the hardest.

Junho 하하, 저도 가끔 어려워요.
—

Ha, it's hard for me sometimes too.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions
Word Meaning Example

학교에서 배웠어요
hakgyoeseo
baewosseoyo

I learned (it) at school. 학교에서 배웠어요. I learned at school. 에서
marks the place where you do
something.

유튜브로 배웠어요
yutyubeuro
baewosseoyo

I learned (it) from YouTube. 유튜브로 배웠어요. I learned from YouTube.
로 here means by, or through.

혼자 배웠어요
honja baewosseoyo

I taught myself. 혼자 공부했으면 이렇게 말해요. 혼자 배웠어요.
I taught myself. 혼자 means alone.

책으로 · 유튜브로 ·
연필로
chaegeuro ·
yutyubeuro ·
yeonpillo

(으)로 = by means of, through 도구에는 으로. 받침이 없거나 리을 받침이면 로.
A tool gets 으로, or just 로 after a vowel or
리을. 책으로, 유튜브로, 연필로.

학교에서 · 유튜브로
hakgyoeseo ·
yutyubeuro

Place + 에서 · Tool + (으)로 맞아요. 장소에는 에서, 도구에는 으로나 로를
써요. Where you study takes 에서. How
you study takes 으로 or 로.

되다 → 됐어요
doeda →
dwaesseoyo

to become → (it) has become 됐어요는 되다의 과거형이에요. Literally, it
has become. So the question is, how
much time has it become since you
started?

배운 지 육 개월 됐어요
baeun ji yuk gaewol
dwaesseoyo

It's been six months since I
started learning.

바로 그거예요. 그래서 대답할 때도 됐어요를
써요. So the answer uses 됐어요 too. 배운
지 육 개월 됐어요.
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Word Meaning Example

일 년쯤 됐어요
il-lyeon-jjeum
dwaesseoyo

It's been about a year. 숫자만 바꾸면 돼요. 삼 개월 됐어요. 일 년
됐어요. And 쯤 means about. 일 년쯤 됐어요.
It's been about a year.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
어디서 배웠어요?
어디서 배웠어요? — Where did you learn (it)?

You'll often hear the polite 배우셨어요 — answer with 배웠어요.

한국어 배운 지 얼마나 됐어요?
한국어 배운 지 얼마나 됐어요? — How long have you been learning Korean?

두 번째 질문이에요. 한국어 배운 지 얼마나 됐어요? How long have you been learning Korean?

뭐가 제일 어려워요?
뭐가 제일 어려워요? — What's the hardest (part)?

세 번째 질문이에요. 뭐가 제일 어려워요? What's the hardest part?

어디서 배웠어요?
어디서 배웠어요? — Where did you learn (it)?

먼저 '어디서 배웠어요?'에 대답해 볼게요. First, let's answer where you learned.

학교에서 배웠어요
학교 + 에서 + 배웠 + 어요 — I learned (it) at school.

학교에서 배웠어요. I learned at school. 에서 marks the place where you do something.

Pronunciation Loop
Phrase How to practice

돼써요 dwaesseoyo

배운지 얼마나 돼써요 baeun ji eolmana dwaesseoyo?

제일 어려워요 jeil eoryeowoyo

Self-Check
1 Say 어디서 배웠어요 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.

2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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Lesson Why study it next Link

날씨 좋네요 / 주말 잘
보내세요
Easy Small Talk to Start
and End a Chat

A1 Conversation: compare 날씨 좋네요 / 주말
잘 보내세요 with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CONV-SML-00
1

몇 시에 일어나요
Small Talk About Sleep
and Daily Routines

A1 Conversation: compare 몇 시에 일어나요
with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CONV-SML-00
6

사진 한 장만 찍어 주시겠어요
Asking a Stranger to Take
Your Photo

A1 Conversation: compare 사진 한 장만 찍어
주시겠어요 with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CONV-SML-00
3

예쁘네요 / 멋있어요 /
맛있겠다
칭찬으로 대화 열기

A1 Conversation: compare 예쁘네요 / 멋있어요
/ 맛있겠다 with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CONV-SML-00
2

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-CONV-SML-001
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-CONV-SML-006
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-CONV-SML-003
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-CONV-SML-002

