
koreanladder.com
Your ladder to fluent Korean.

Korean Ladder study note · koreanladder.com Page 1

koreanladder.com
Your ladder to fluent Korean.

Korean Ladder Study Note

식당에서 직원 부르기
손짓과 저기요의 타이밍

Level Topic Focus

A1 · Beginner
TOPIK 1

Culture
Etiquette

식당에서 직원 부르기
손짓과 저기요의 타이밍

Study Links
Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-CULTURE-ETQ-011

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vpbaIqXEiVs

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core Idea
Okay, real question. In a Korean restaurant, do I shout for the server, press a button, wave, or just wait
forever.

좋은 질문이에요. 한국 식당에서는 크게 소리치기보다, 작은 손짓과 짧은 말이 자연스러워요.

오늘 핵심은 타이밍입니다. 직원이 가까이 있거나 시야에 들어올 때 말하면 더 자연스럽습니다.

오늘의 표현은 저기요와 여기요예요. Both are attention-getters, but the feeling is slightly different.

Conversation Snapshot
Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 저기요.
—

Excuse me.

Junho 네, 주문하시겠어요?
—

Yes, would you like to order?

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-CULTURE-ETQ-011
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vpbaIqXEiVs
https://www.koreanladder.com
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Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 네, 물 좀 주세요.
—

Yes, some water please.

Junho 네, 가져다드릴게요.
—

Sure, I’ll bring it to you.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions
Word Meaning Example

타이밍이 중요해요
taiming-i
jung-yo-hae-yo

Timing matters. 오늘 핵심은 타이밍입니다. 직원이 가까이
있거나 시야에 들어올 때 말하면 더
자연스럽습니다.

저기요 · 여기요
jeo-gi-yo · yeo-gi-yo

Excuse me · Over here 오늘의 표현은 저기요와 여기요예요. Both are
attention-getters, but the feeling is
slightly different.

저기요
jeo-gi-yo

Excuse me. 저기요는 영어의 excuse me에 가까워요.
모르는 사람을 부를 때 부드럽게 시작하는
말입니다.

여기요
yeo-gi-yo

Over here, please. 여기요는 over here 느낌이에요. 식당에서
직원을 부를 때 아주 흔하게 들을 수 있어요.

손을 살짝 들어요
son-eul sal-jjak
deu-reo-yo

Raise your hand slightly. 맞아요. 그리고 손은 크게 흔들지 말고, 살짝
들어요. A small hand raise is enough.

벨이 있으면 눌러요
bel-i i-sseu-myeon
nul-leo-yo

If there is a bell, press it. 버튼이 있는 식당도 많아요. 버튼이 있으면 먼저
버튼을 눌러도 괜찮아요.

계산할게요
gye-san-hal-ge-yo

We’d like to pay. In many casual places, 계산할게요 is a
useful sentence. You can also go to the
counter, depending on the restaurant.

가까워질 때 말해요
ga-kka-wo-jil ttae
mal-hae-yo

Speak when they get closer. 맞아요. 직원이 너무 멀리 있으면 잠깐
기다렸다가, 가까워질 때 말해요.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
타이밍이 중요해요
타이밍이 중요해요 — Timing matters.

Say it when the staff can realistically hear you.

저기요 · 여기요
저기요 · 여기요 — Excuse me · Over here

Use softly, not like a shout.

저기요
저기요 — Excuse me.

Soft, polite way to get attention.

여기요
여기요 — Over here, please.

Common in restaurants, especially to call attention to your table.

손을 살짝 들어요
손을 살짝 들어요 — Raise your hand slightly.

Small, calm motion. No snapping or big waving.

Pronunciation Loop
Phrase How to practice

저기요, 물 좀 주세요. jeo-gi-yo, mul jom ju-se-yo.

저기요 jeo-gi-yo

저기요, 주문할게요. jeo-gi-yo, ju-mun-hal-ge-yo.

주문할게요 ju-mun-hal-ge-yo

여기요, 물 좀 주세요. yeo-gi-yo, mul jom ju-se-yo.

Self-Check
1 Say 식당에서 직원 부르기 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.

2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.



koreanladder.com
Your ladder to fluent Korean.

Korean Ladder study note · koreanladder.com Page 4

Related / Subsequent Studies
Lesson Why study it next Link

고개 숙여 인사
How Koreans Bow and
Greet Elders

A1 Culture: compare 고개 숙여 인사 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CULTURE-ETQ
-003

공공장소에서 목소리 낮추기
Keeping Your Voice Down
in Shared Spaces

A1 Culture: compare 공공장소에서 목소리
낮추기 with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CULTURE-ETQ
-006

공공장소에서 이어폰
Keeping Phone Sound
Private in Korea

A1 Culture: compare 공공장소에서 이어폰 with
this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CULTURE-ETQ
-005

내릴게요 / 타는 사람은
잠깐만요
Getting On and Off Buses
and Subways Politely

A1 Culture: compare 내릴게요 / 타는 사람은
잠깐만요 with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CULTURE-ETQ
-004

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-CULTURE-ETQ-003
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-CULTURE-ETQ-006
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-CULTURE-ETQ-005
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-CULTURE-ETQ-004

