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가방은 앞으로
Crowded Subway and Bus Bag Etiquette

Level Topic Focus

A1 · Beginner
TOPIK 1

Culture
Etiquette

가방은 앞으로
Crowded Subway and Bus Bag Etiquette

Study Links
Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-CULTURE-ETQ-012

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yGFlKuna0PI

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core Idea
Here is my real question. If I am wearing a backpack on a crowded subway in Korea, is that rude?

좋은 질문이에요. 가방 자체가 문제라기보다, 가방이 다른 사람을 밀거나 치면 불편해져요.

한국 지하철이나 버스가 붐빌 때는 가방을 앞으로 메거나 손에 낮게 드는 것이 보통 더 배려 있는 행동이에요.

오늘의 핵심 표현은 가방은 앞으로 메세요예요. In English, it means, please wear or carry your bag in front.

Conversation Snapshot
Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 실례합니다. 내릴게요.
—

Excuse me. I am getting off.

Junho 네, 지나가세요.
—

Sure, go ahead.

Hana 감사합니다.
—

Thank you.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-CULTURE-ETQ-012
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yGFlKuna0PI
https://www.koreanladder.com
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Vocabulary & Useful Expressions
Word Meaning Example

가방을 메다
gabang-eul meda

to wear or carry a bag on the
body

여기서 메다 is for carrying something on
your body, like a backpack or shoulder
bag. 손에 드는 가방은 들다를 써요.

메세요 / 드세요
meseyo / deuseyo

wear or carry on the body / hold
in the hand

I hear two verbs now. 메세요 for a bag on
my body, and 드세요 for something I hold
in my hand.

실례합니다
sillyehamnida

Crowded Subway and Bus Bag
Etiquette

여기서 발음도 중요해요. ‘실례합니다’는
자연스럽게 [실례함니다]처럼 소리가 나요.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
가방은 앞으로 메세요.
가방은 앞으로 메세요. — Please wear your bag in front.

A polite, simple etiquette sentence.

가방은 앞으로 메세요.
가방은 앞으로 메세요. — Please wear your bag in front.

Use it as etiquette guidance, not a command to a stranger.

가방은 앞으로 메세요.
가방 + 은 + 앞으로 + 메세요 + . — Please wear your bag in front.

먼저 단어를 짚어 볼게요. 가방 means bag, 앞으로 means to the front, 메세요 means please wear or carry on your body.

가방을 메다
가방 + 을 + 메다 — to wear or carry a bag on the body

여기서 메다 is for carrying something on your body, like a backpack or shoulder bag. 손에 드는 가방은 들다를 써요.

가방을 앞으로 드세요.
가방 + 을 + 앞으로 + 드세요 + . — Please hold the bag in front.

쇼핑백이나 손가방은 이렇게 말할 수 있어요. 가방을 앞으로 드세요. Please hold the bag in front.

Pronunciation Loop
Phrase How to practice

사람이 많아요 saram-i manayo.

실례함니다 sillyehamnida

실례합니다. 내릴게요. sillyehamnida. naerilgeyo.

가방은 앞으로 메세요 gabang-eun apeuro meseyo.

가방 앞으로 메면 좋아요 gabang apeuro memyeon joayo.

제가 가방을 앞으로 멜게요 jega gabang-eul apeuro melgeyo.

잠시만요 jamsimanyo.

Self-Check
1 Say 가방은 앞으로 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.

2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.
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3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
Lesson Why study it next Link

고개 숙여 인사
How Koreans Bow and
Greet Elders

A1 Culture: compare 고개 숙여 인사 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CULTURE-ETQ
-003

공공장소에서 목소리 낮추기
Keeping Your Voice Down
in Shared Spaces

A1 Culture: compare 공공장소에서 목소리
낮추기 with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CULTURE-ETQ
-006

공공장소에서 이어폰
Keeping Phone Sound
Private in Korea

A1 Culture: compare 공공장소에서 이어폰 with
this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CULTURE-ETQ
-005

내릴게요 / 타는 사람은
잠깐만요
Getting On and Off Buses
and Subways Politely

A1 Culture: compare 내릴게요 / 타는 사람은
잠깐만요 with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CULTURE-ETQ
-004

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-CULTURE-ETQ-003
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-CULTURE-ETQ-006
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-CULTURE-ETQ-005
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-CULTURE-ETQ-004

