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Floor Seating, Feet, and Personal Space in Korean Homes

_

Al - Beginner Culture HiEtol oS i of ™
TOPIK 1 Etiquette Floor Seating, Feet, and Personal Space in
Korean Homes

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-CULTURE-ETQ-039

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vesit3kax9c

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core ldea

Okay, quick story. A Korean friend invited me home for dinner. No chairs. Just a low table and cushions on
the floor. | froze. How do | even sit?

U2 BE0| {0 324K. That's very normal. Lots of visitors feel exactly the same.

RER2 =, CIE|E F& &, O2|10 AREE MO|E X|LZHE M2 9| K. Today: how to sit, where your legs go,
and how to pass between people.

O|ZA| tietof| ot= 2312 £HA 2312t i K. In English: 4 means floor-seated style, the opposite of
chair-style living.

Conversation Snapshot

__

Hana oM MR, A2 07| HoM K. Welcome. Please take your shoes off
— here.
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Thank you. Excuse me for coming in.

Please sit comfortably.

Thank you. My legs are a bit numb.

Junho ul, st &Lt
Hana Tt oM.
Junho AT 7 & ME{Me. o E HE
2ne?
Hana JEe. HohA| HAL.
Junho EAIDR. SHYA E M T 20t
Hana Hl, M Zolol| .
A2t XILIZAIR.

Junho &

May | stretch my legs a bit?

Of course. Go ahead.

Excuse me. May | use the restroom?

Sure, it's over there.

Excuse me, coming through.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

a4 23}

jwasik munhwa

A4 At

jwasik sikdang

gk 2|, 271,
XILEZE2

sinbal, dari, mutgi,
jinagagi

LIt
yangbandari

HAlete
jamsimanyo

g - Ct2|
bal - dari

Korean Ladder study note

floor-seated culture

a floor-seating restaurant

shoes, legs, asking, passing by

sitting cross-legged

Excuse me (lit. just a moment)

foot - leg

- koreanladder.com

O|&A| Hi=ol| ot 23S XAl Z3tatn 6 Q.
In English: ZtA means floor-seated style,
the opposite of chair-style living.

A4S OIS, ATUIME X5 2 4 2012,

You'll see floor seating in homes and in
many restaurants too.

aotR. @5 7|9e A W JHX|o|Q. Al Cta|,
271, 32|11 X|LIZL7]. Four things to
remember: shoes, legs, asking, and
passing by.

EM, ChHal. AHHCH2| 2 Sfot: H Q.

MAMCHE|2 DT 81 R. Second, legs. You can
sit cross-legged. That's 2H2ICt2] ;) also
called M AtCtz|.

Sim, XILEZE2|. Abe FS XILHE ml=
'"HAITR'2t 82, Fourth, passing by.
When you pass in front of someone, say
ZAZER. Excuse me.

& &2 foot0| 11 Ct2| = leglilR. O{E
= e s AT MoK, Quick note:
& is your foot, Ct2| is your leg. Pointing
your & at an elder is rude too.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
A 23t
ZHAl 23} — floor-seated culture

EHA! = floor-seated style - 4! = chair style

ZHA Alet — a floor-seating restaurant

A2 EOME, MM E Xt = 5= A0 K. You'll see floor seating in homes and in many restaurants too.

tl

EtA Alet — a floor-seating restaurant

Soit's not just old traditional houses. It's everyday life. And I'm guessing there are rules.

ME oel, 271, XLt

r=

2, Ct2l, 271, XILt7E7| — shoes, legs, asking, passing by

Today's four things

Algh+ 2 + 81+ 0{R. — | take off my shoes.

e
Ky, Mgk, Fofl S0 mf= AES 0| 2. First, shoes. When you go into a home, you take your shoes off.

Pronunciation Loop

Ciz] & M= Ene? dari jom pyeodo doelkkayo?

AR jamsimanyo

Self-Check

1 Say Htetof| @F2 mff o three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies

Korean Ladder study note - koreanladder.com Page 3



koreanladder.com
Your ladder to fluent Korean.

et ZH7| = X2l E 2K A1 Culture: compare 7tg - X 7| = xt2|§ 2tX|
A A with this lesson so the boundary

Fth| - ARC] Z2HE ol ™ becomes clearer.

2oz Al Culture: compare 7t 20 2 with this

Crowded Subway and Bus lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.
Bag Etiquette

A ACH Efo|QF ZHHFL| Al Culture: compare A AtCH E2{|0|2F ZHHFL]
Checkout Tray and with this lesson so the boundary becomes
Bagging Etiquette clearer.

17K =0 QIAL Al Culture: compare 17l 0] Q1A with this
How Koreans Bow and lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Greet Elders

My Notes

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CULTURE-ETQ
-013

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CULTURE-ETQ
-012

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CULTURE-ETQ
-015

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CULTURE-ETQ
-003
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