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팥빙수 / 빙수 / 화채
Korea's Shaved-Ice and Cold Desserts

Level Topic Focus

A1 · Beginner
TOPIK 1

Culture
Food Culture

팥빙수 / 빙수 / 화채
Korea's Shaved-Ice and Cold Desserts

Study Links
Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-CULTURE-FCL-003

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uaeL-IounHg

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core Idea
Okay, real problem. In Seoul I saw 팥빙수 on a menu and thought, wait — red beans on ice cream? Is that
dessert or a joke?

농담 아니에요. In Korea, sweet red beans on cold shaved ice are classic summer comfort. 팥 is red bean, and it
can taste gently sweet.

And English speakers mix three words: 빙수, 팥빙수, and 화채. Same summer mood, different bowls.

오늘 핵심은 이거예요. Today we learn how to name them, order them, and share them without looking lost.

Conversation Snapshot
Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 더워요. 빙수 먹을까요?
—

It's hot. Shall we get bingsu?

Junho 좋아요. 팥빙수 하나 주세요.
—

Sounds good. One red-bean bingsu,
please.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-CULTURE-FCL-003
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uaeL-IounHg
https://www.koreanladder.com
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Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 숟가락 두 개 주세요. 같이 먹을게요.
—

Two spoons, please. We'll share.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions
Word Meaning Example

빙수 / 팥빙수 / 화채
bingsu / patbingsu /
hwachae

shaved-ice dessert / red-bean
bingsu / cold fruit punch

오늘 핵심은 이거예요. Today we learn how
to name them, order them, and share
them without looking lost.

빙수
bingsu

shaved-ice dessert (umbrella
word)

First word: 빙수. 빙수 is the big family
name for Korean shaved-ice desserts.

빙수 = shaved-ice
dessert
bingsu

the whole dessert family So if the menu just says 빙수, that means
the shaved-ice dessert category — not
one random ice cube.

팥빙수
patbingsu

red-bean shaved ice Next, the classic: 팥빙수. 팥 means red
bean, so 팥빙수 is red-bean shaved ice.

팥 · 떡 · 아이스크림 ·
과일
pat · tteok ·
aiseukeurim · gwail

red bean · rice cake · ice cream
· fruit

Toppings matter too. You may see 떡, rice
cake; 아이스크림, ice cream; and 과일, fruit.

과일빙수
gwailbingsu

fruit shaved-ice dessert 과일빙수는 과일이 많이 올라간 빙수예요. Fruit
bingsu is just 빙수 with lots of fruit on top.

화채
hwachae

traditional cold fruit punch /
dessert

Now the older cousin: 화채. 화채 is a
traditional cold fruit dessert — more like
sweet fruit water with ice, not a tall ice
mountain.

디저트 카페
dijeoteu kape

dessert cafe Where do you eat them? Often at a 디저트
카페 — a dessert cafe — especially on hot
days.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
빙수 / 팥빙수 / 화채
빙수 / 팥빙수 / 화채 — shaved-ice dessert / red-bean bingsu / cold fruit punch

Name it → order it → share it.

빙수
빙수 — shaved-ice dessert (umbrella word)

First word: 빙수. 빙수 is the big family name for Korean shaved-ice desserts.

빙수
빙수 — shaved ice + toppings

Use 빙수 for the dessert category.

빙수 = shaved-ice dessert
빙수 = shaved-ice dessert — the whole dessert family

So if the menu just says 빙수, that means the shaved-ice dessert category — not one random ice cube.

팥빙수
팥 + 빙수 — red-bean shaved ice

Next, the classic: 팥빙수. 팥 means red bean, so 팥빙수 is red-bean shaved ice.

Pronunciation Loop
Phrase How to practice

팥빙수 하나 주세요 pat-bing-su ha-na ju-se-yo

팥빙수 patbingsu

Self-Check
1 Say 팥빙수 / 빙수 / 화채 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.

2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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Lesson Why study it next Link

국
Telling Korea's Everyday
Soups Apart

A1 Culture: compare 국 with this lesson so
the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CULTURE-FCL
-004

김치 / 반찬 / 밥
Korean Table Basics

A1 Culture: compare 김치 / 반찬 / 밥 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CULTURE-FCL
-001

누룽지 / 숭늉
밥솥 바닥에서 태어난 한국의
구수한 마무리

A1 Culture: compare 누룽지 / 숭늉 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CULTURE-FCL
-005

도시락 / 김밥
Korea's Packed-Lunch
Everyday Culture

A1 Culture: compare 도시락 / 김밥 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CULTURE-FCL
-006

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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