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노래방 /
Korea's Everyday '방' Hangout Culture

Level Topic Focus

A1 · Beginner
TOPIK 1

Culture
K-Drama & K-Pop

노래방 /
Korea's Everyday '방' Hangout Culture

Study Links
Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-CULTURE-MED-004

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H_-J1OFCpfQ

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core Idea
Okay, real talk. In dramas, friends keep saying 방 가자. But... which 방? A hotel room? That feels weird.

좋은 질문이에요. In Korea, 방 often means a private hangout room — not a hotel stay.

오늘의 핵심은 방 문화예요. In English, 방 culture means friends rent a small room by the hour to relax together.

방 means room. But in daily life, it points to special rooms made for fun — singing, games, rest.

Conversation Snapshot
Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 안녕하세요. 방 있어요?
—

Hello. Do you have a room?

Junho 네, 있어요. 몇 명이세요?
—

Yes. How many people?

Hana 네 명이요. 두 시간이요.
—

Four people. Two hours.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-CULTURE-MED-004
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H_-J1OFCpfQ
https://www.koreanladder.com
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Speaker Korean Meaning

Junho 알겠습니다. 이쪽으로 오세요.
—

Got it. Please come this way.

Hana 방 있어요?
—

Do you have a room?

Junho 두 시간이요.
—

Two hours, please.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions
Word Meaning Example

방 문화
bang munhwa

room hangout culture 오늘의 핵심은 방 문화예요. In English, 방
culture means friends rent a small room
by the hour to relax together.

방
bang

room; hangout space 방 means room. But in daily life, it points
to special rooms made for fun — singing,
games, rest.

노래방
norae-bang

karaoke room 첫 번째는 노래방이에요. 노래 is song, 방 is
room. Together, a singing room.

PC방
pi-ssi-bang

PC bang; gaming cafe 두 번째는 PC방이에요. PC means computer,
방 means room. It's a gaming cafe with
powerful PCs.

찜질방
jjimjil-bang

jjimjilbang; Korean sauna house 세 번째는 찜질방이에요. It's a big bathhouse
and rest space — sauna rooms, sleeping
mats, snacks.

찜질방에서 자다
jjimjilbang-eseo jada

to sleep at a jjimjilbang 네. Many people rest overnight at a 찜질방.
Cheap, warm, and open late.

코인노래방
koin-noraebang

coin karaoke 보너스도 있어요. 코인노래방은 smaller
karaoke — you pay coin by coin for each
song.

만화방
manhwa-bang

comic-book room / manga cafe 그리고 만화방은 a quiet room for reading
comics or watching videos. Another 방 for
free time.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
방 문화
방 문화 — room hangout culture

Private rooms are everyday social life.

방
방 — room; hangout space

A place word that becomes a lifestyle.

방
방 — a private room for hanging out

So 방 is not just any room. It's like... a themed room you book with friends.

노래방
노래방 — karaoke room

Private booth for friends to sing.

노래방 가자.
노래방 + 가자 + . — Let's go to karaoke.

노래방은 친구들이 문을 닫고 마음껏 노래하는 곳이에요. In English, it's a private karaoke room — not a public stage bar.

Pronunciation Loop
Phrase How to practice

노래방 가자. noraebang gaja.

노래방 가요. noraebang gayo.

방 있어요? bang isseoyo?

두 시간이요. du siganiyo.

Self-Check
1 Say 노래방 / three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.

2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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Lesson Why study it next Link

K-팝 첫걸음
아이돌 / 그룹 / 데뷔 for New
Fans

A1 Culture: compare K-팝 첫걸음 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CULTURE-ME
D-001

드라마 / 배우 / 명장면
한국 드라마 입문 단어

A1 Culture: compare 드라마 / 배우 / 명장면 with
this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CULTURE-ME
D-002

트로트 / 발라드 / 힙합
Korea's Music Genres for
New Listeners

A1 Culture: compare 트로트 / 발라드 / 힙합 with
this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-CULTURE-ME
D-003

K-드라마 단골 대사
Phrases You Always Hear
in K-Dramas

A2 Culture: compare K-드라마 단골 대사 with
this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-CULTURE-ME
D-001

My Notes
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