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Your First Adjective Conjugations
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Al - Beginner Grammar 3Lt/ =Tt/ BTt
TOPIK 1 Verb Conjugation Your First Adjective Conjugations

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-GRAM-CNJ-003

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=37uHs_XhXsQ

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

My mistake is very English-speaker-ish. | want to say, “The bag small,” so | freeze at 7}&}... ZC}? X0tR? What
changes?

Z2 HF0|0K. Dictionary form is not usually how we end a polite everyday sentence.
In Korean, descriptive words like 2L}, &L}, and ®Ctact like verbs. They change at the end of the sentence.

RE2°| B2 polite present endings, OtR and { 2. In English, this makes “is big,” “is small,” or “there are
many.”

Conversation Snapshot

e e e

Hana O| E|o| =0 ZotR. This table is small.

Junho Hl, X H|o| 20| K. Yes, that table is big.
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Hana ALZHO| BotR. There are many people.
Hana O| |0 20| ZotR. This table is small.
Junho X El0|£0] K. That table is big.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

3ACH/ =C} / BECH to be big / to be small / to be In Korean, descriptive words like 3L},

keuda /jakda/ many ZtCt, and ®Ct act like verbs. They change

manta at the end of the sentence.

ozt +otg/0e verb stem + polite present 259 E 2 polite present endings, 0t

eogan + ayo/eoyo ending and 0{R. In English, this makes “is big,”
“is small,” or “there are many.”

ALt =“to be big” A descriptive verb, not just a So these are adjectives in English, but in

keuda loose adjective Korean they behave like verbs at the end?

Act—»>#He to be big — is big 2rotR. ALt means “to be big.” To make it

keuda — keoyo polite present, 3Lt becomes K.

ECh— Zote to be small = is small ECh becomes Z0tR., BLCHbecomes HO0LR.

BCH— Bote to be many — are many These two keep the stem, then add Ot 2.

jakda — jagayo

manta = manayo

ol AR The room is big. HX MHAAR R 022 S0 EM|R. 20| 7.

bang-i keoyo

7tgto| =ote The bagis small. Jheto| EHotR.

gabang-i jagayo

ALZHo| ot There are many people. ALZHO| BotR.
saram-i manayo
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Grammar / Structure Notes

ALt/ 2L/ Bt

3Ct/ =t/ %O — to be big / to be small / to be many
Korean descriptive verbs conjugate.

o{Zt+0tR/H R

0{Zt + 0t /012 — verb stem + polite present ending

Use it for friendly everyday speech.

3L} = “to be big”

3L} =“to be big” — A descriptive verb, not just a loose adjective

So these are adjectives in English, but in Korean they behave like verbs at the end?
ACt—-HR

3Lt — HY — to be big — is big

3 drops the 2 sound before K.

xCh— ZotR BCt - Yot

At — 2ot
UL — OLR — to be small — is small
to be many — are many

Zt and B take OFQ.

Pronunciation Loop

Hho| AR bang-i keoyo
7teto| 2ot gabang-i jagayo
Al2to| atote saram-i manayo

Self-Check

1 Say 3C}/EfCH/ %Lt three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.

2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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SEe /28 Al Grammar: compare 32812 / 2512 Open lesson

Turning SICt Nouns into with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad

Verbs clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-GRAM-CNJ-00
2

o /0 Al Grammar: compare Ot / 0{& with this Open lesson

The Polite Present Tense lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-GRAM-CNJ-00

1
CEnE/ A 2% B1 Grammar: compare C £ / A 2732 Open lesson
=CtH-ZChand ACH St with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad
Irregulars clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-GRAM-CNJ-00
2
s 1A B1 Grammar: compare s 271% with this Open lesson
JCH w2t of2Ct Y 2AF  lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
=8 der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-B1-GRAM-CNJ-00
3

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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