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이 / 가 아니에요
Saying What Something Is Not

Level Topic Focus

A1 · Beginner
TOPIK 1

Grammar
Sentence Endings

이 / 가 아니에요
Saying What Something Is Not

Study Links
Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-GRAM-END-006

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fTnVblWYhp0

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core Idea
Okay, real talk — I can say 학생이에요. But how do I say I'm NOT a student without sounding broken?

좋은 질문이에요. Many learners try to stick English 'not' onto 이에요, and it falls apart.

그 반대 모양이 바로 이/가 아니에요예요. That flip side is 이/가 아니에요.

이/가 아니에요는 정체를 고쳐 줄 때 써요. In English, it denies or corrects an identity — 'as for that, it is not ___.'

Conversation Snapshot
Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 이거 커피예요?
—

Is this coffee?

Junho 아니요. 커피가 아니에요.
—

No. It's not coffee.

Junho 차예요.
—

It's tea.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-GRAM-END-006
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fTnVblWYhp0
https://www.koreanladder.com
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Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 아, 차가 아니었어요? 죄송해요.
—

Oh, it wasn't tea I meant — wait, sorry.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions
Word Meaning Example

N이/가 아니에요
N-i/ga anieyo

is not N / am not N 그 반대 모양이 바로 이/가 아니에요예요. That
flip side is 이/가 아니에요.

이/가 아니에요
i/ga anieyo

denies identity: is not ___ 이/가 아니에요는 정체를 고쳐 줄 때 써요. In
English, it denies or corrects an identity
— 'as for that, it is not ___.'

이에요/예요 ↔ 이/가
아니에요
ieyo/yeyo ↔ i/ga
anieyo

is ___ ↔ is not ___ 긍정은 이에요/예요, 부정은 이/가 아니에요.
Positive is 이에요/예요. Negative is 이/가
아니에요.

학생이 아니에요
haksaeng-i anieyo

I'm not a student / It's not a
student

먼저 이 문장부터 들어요. 학생이 아니에요. I'm
not a student.

커피가 아니에요
keopi-ga anieyo

It's not coffee 모음으로 끝나면 가예요. 커피가 아니에요. It's
not coffee.

제 거 아니에요
je geo anieyo

That's not mine 그리고 물건에도 써요. 제 거 아니에요. That's
not mine.

안 학생이에요 � →
학생이 아니에요 ✓
an haksaeng-ieyo �
→ haksaeng-i anieyo
✓

Don't stick 안 onto 이에요 Wait — so I don't say 안 before 이에요? I
rebuild the whole ending?

안 + verb / N이/가
아니에요
an + verb / N-i/ga
anieyo

안 = action 'not'; 아니에요 =
identity 'not'

맞아요. 안은 동사 앞 부정이에요. 안 goes in
front of action verbs. Identity uses
아니에요 instead.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
N이/가 아니에요
N이/가 아니에요 — is not N / am not N

the negative partner of 이에요/예요

이/가 아니에요
이/가 아니에요 — denies identity: is not ___

pairs with 이에요/예요

이에요/예요 ↔ 이/가 아니에요
이에요/예요 ↔ 이/가 아니에요 — is ___ ↔ is not ___

same polite 요 ending, different middle

학생이 아니에요
학생 + 이 + 아니에요 — I'm not a student / It's not a student

먼저 이 문장부터 들어요. 학생이 아니에요. I'm not a student.

학생이 아니에요
학생 + 이 + 아니에요 — noun + 이 + 아니에요

조각으로 보면 쉬워요. 학생, then the particle 이, then 아니에요.

Pronunciation Loop
Phrase How to practice

학생이 아니에요 haksaeng-i anieyo

제 거 아니에요 je geo anieyo

Self-Check
1 Say 이 / 가 아니에요 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.

2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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Lesson Why study it next Link

-(으)ㄹ까요? / -(으)ㅂ시다
Suggesting and Proposing
Together

A1 Grammar: compare -(으)ㄹ까요? /
-(으)ㅂ시다 with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-GRAM-END-00
3

-(으)세요
Making Polite Requests
and Gentle Commands

A1 Grammar: compare -(으)세요 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-GRAM-END-00
4

-지 마세요
Telling Someone Politely
Not to Do Something

A1 Grammar: compare -지 마세요 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-GRAM-END-00
5

맞아요 / 틀려요
Saying Something Is Right
or Wrong

A1 Grammar: compare 맞아요 / 틀려요 with
this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-GRAM-END-00
8

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-GRAM-END-003
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-GRAM-END-004
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-GRAM-END-005
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-GRAM-END-008

