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Korean Sentence Word Order

Put the Verb at the End
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Al - Beginner Grammar Korean Sentence Word Order
TOPIK1 Modifiers & Clauses Put the Verb at the End

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-A1-GRAM-MOD-008

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=glAiR2K6Gbs

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Okay, here's my problem. In English | say 'l drink coffee,' so | always want to put 'drink’ right after 'l." Is that
wrong in Korean?

M2 oS0 JFA s, M 0| &AMH=RF 2SHH oI 2= =3 0{M5HA| S2{K. Lots of learners do that. If
you just follow English order, it sounds a little awkward in Korean.

2O ME SAZE 2 Z0 2tR. In Korean, the verb goes at the end of the sentence. Describing words, and
olofl2 or 0|2, come last too. HSHH| et = SAHF 0| 22 20|7| = SHX|2, 7|22 SAH7H Z0[0f| K. In casual
talk, people sometimes add a word after the verb, but the basic rule is: verb last.

SI0tR. Z0{, 2X0{, SAt. Subject, object, verb. That's the basic Korean order.

Conversation Snapshot

e e e

Hana =T M, s Hle? Junho, what are you doing today?
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Junho e AN SEHR. StLE M E=R?
Hana FtH|of| A IR E THLER.

As for me, I'm studying at the library.
And you, Hana?

(I'm) meeting a friend at a cafe.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

Z0o+ 2HM0 + SA} Subject + Object + Verb
jueo + mokjeogeo +
dongsa

Me+HIE + 0K Subject + Object + Verb
jeoneun + keopireul
+ masyeoyo

2/=- 28/ particles: topic - object
eun/neun - eul/reul

AZh+ &+ =2H0] + Time + Place + Object + Verb
SAt

sigan +jangso +

mokjeogeo + dongsa
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o010 M= SAZE 2 20 242. In
Korean, the verb goes at the end of the
sentence. Describing words, and 0[0f|& or
02, come last too. st Lt tf= SAt
Flojl &2 20|7| SHX[T, 7|22 SAL
Z0|0K. In casual talk, people
sometimes add a word after the verb, but
the basic rule is: verb last.

SHotR. 301, 5% 04, SAL Subject, object,
verb. That's the basic Korean order.

H| 2t 021 010] 7} OfL|2t Z=ALOH| K. Close,
but they're called particles, not endings.
The particle & or &= marks the topic, and
2 or £ marks the object. Endings like 2
goontheverb. 1M CIE S22 &ME
U HEOIR. SHX| B SAtE B0 2ta.
So the other words can move a little, but
the verb comes at the end.

OIM| AlZtSt 0 &HAE EOol 2AIR. AZHst
EAE EHE SAHA 242, Now let's add
time and place. They usually go before
the verb.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

01 + 2H0{ + SA}

Z0f + 5XM0{ + SAt — Subject + Object + Verb

The verb, a describing word, or 0|0|2/0|R2 comes last. Casual speech may add a word after it, but verb-last is the basic order.
A7} SHRUN K.

ALl + 7t + 8L + 0{R. — The coffee is tasty.

O|E =01, AL|7} BtRA K. The coffee is tasty. HAH L7t Z 20| A0{K. The describing word sits at the very end.
X edolo .

X+ £+ + 0[]0 2. — | am a student.

SILF L. XM= aH0]0|2. | am a student. 0[0]27} M £0i| 2tK. The 0|02 part comes at the very end.

M= HI|E 0N K.

X+ = +HO + E+ 0k + 2. — | drink coffee.

O|H| SAIZ 8l 22|2. M= HI|Z 0t L. | drink coffee. M=, then IS, and OtM L at the end.

XM= AL E O K.

X +&+7AHO + E+ 0k + 2. — | drink coffee.

Soin Korean it's like saying, 'l coffee drink.' The action waits until the very end.

Pronunciation Loop

K= 7HH0l M I £ Ot K. jeoneun kapeeseo keopireul masyeoyo.
Me HOE 7ol M Ot K. jeoneun keopireul kapeeseo masyeoyo.
O E O R, N - I E 0 R? ~ keopireul masyeoyo. - keopireul masyeoyo?

Self-Check

1 Say Korean Sentence Word Order three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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L &3t /w7t 22| F
Possessives Without
Saying 2

2=/ /0%
Every, Each, and Any
Before a Noun

22 /0@ /ol
Asking What, What Kind,
and Which

M/ 2
Saying New, Used, and Old
Before a Noun

Al Grammar: compare L £ / & 7t / 22|
& with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

Al Grammar: compare 2 / 2t / O}& with

this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Al Grammar: compare 22 / 0ftH / 0{= with

this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Al Grammar: compare M / $1 / 52 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-GRAM-MOD-0
05

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-GRAM-MOD-0
04

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-GRAM-MOD-0
02

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-GRAM-MOD-0
03

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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