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커피도 차도 아니에요
Saying 'Neither A nor B' with 도

Level Topic Focus

A1 · Beginner
TOPIK 1

Grammar
Negation

커피도 차도 아니에요
Saying 'Neither A nor B' with 도

Study Links
Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-GRAM-NEG-005

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HbE9YrljYPE

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core Idea
Someone points to a drink and asks, “Coffee or tea?” What if it is neither one?

한국어에서는 두 선택지에 도를 붙이고 마지막에 아니에요라고 해요. In Korean, mark both choices with 도 and finish
with 아니에요.

So Korean does not need one separate word that matches English “neither.”

오늘의 패턴은 A도 B도 아니에요예요. The pattern means “It is neither A nor B.”

Conversation Snapshot
Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 이거 커피예요, 차예요?
—

Is this coffee or tea?

Junho 커피도 차도 아니에요.
—

It is neither coffee nor tea.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-GRAM-NEG-005
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HbE9YrljYPE
https://www.koreanladder.com
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Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 그럼 뭐예요?
—

Then what is it?

Junho 주스예요.
—

It is juice.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions
Word Meaning Example

A도 B도 아니에요
—

It is neither A nor B. 오늘의 패턴은 A도 B도 아니에요예요. The
pattern means “It is neither A nor B.”

명사+도
—

noun + 도 도는 각 명사에 바로 붙어요. The particle 도
attaches directly to each noun.

커피도 차도 아니에요
keopido chado
anieyo

It is neither coffee nor tea. 커피도 차도 아니에요. It is neither coffee nor
tea.

학생도 선생님도
아니에요
haksaengdo
seonsaengnimdo
anieyo

This person is neither a student
nor a teacher.

학생도 선생님도 아니에요. This person is
neither a student nor a teacher.

사과도 바나나도 귤도
아니에요
sagwado bananado
gyuldo anieyo

It is not an apple, a banana, or a
tangerine.

사과도 바나나도 귤도 아니에요. It is not an
apple, a banana, or a tangerine.

A도 B도 C도 아니에요
—

It is not A, B, or C. 맞아요. 선택지가 세 개여도 각 명사 뒤에 도를
붙여요. Right. Even with three choices,
attach 도 to every noun.

도 + 도 + 아니에요
—

Repeated 도 plus negation
creates the “neither” meaning.

도 하나가 혼자서 “neither”라는 뜻은
아니에요. One 도 by itself does not literally
mean “neither.”

커피도 차 아니에요
keopido cha anieyo

Saying 'Neither A nor B' with 도 커피도 차 아니에요.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
A도 B도 아니에요
A도 B도 아니에요 — It is neither A nor B.

Put 도 after each rejected noun.

명사+도
명사+도 — noun + 도

Write 도 together with the noun before it.

A도 B도 아니에요
A도 B도 아니에요 — Neither A nor B

The negative expression comes at the end.

A도 B도 아니에요
A도 B도 아니에요 — Neither A nor B

Repeat 도 and finish with 아니에요.

커피도 차도 아니에요
커피 + 도 + 차 + 도 + 아니에요 — It is neither coffee nor tea.

커피도 차도 아니에요. It is neither coffee nor tea.

Pronunciation Loop
Phrase How to practice

커피도 차도 아니에요 keopido chado anieyo

Self-Check
1 Say 커피도 차도 아니에요 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.

2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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Lesson Why study it next Link

아니에요
Choosing 'Is Not' or 'There
Isn't'

A1 Grammar: compare 아니에요 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-GRAM-NEG-00
3

안
Two Ways to Say
'No/Can't'

A1 Grammar: compare 안 with this lesson so
the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-GRAM-NEG-00
1

안은 동사 바로 앞에
Where to Put 안 in a
Korean Sentence

A1 Grammar: compare 안은 동사 바로 앞에 with
this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-GRAM-NEG-00
4

없어요
Two Beginner Ways to Say
You Don't Have or Aren't
Doing

A1 Grammar: compare 없어요 with this lesson
so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-GRAM-NEG-00
2

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-GRAM-NEG-003
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-GRAM-NEG-001
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-GRAM-NEG-004
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-GRAM-NEG-002

