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Saying 'Cannot Do' vs 'Not Good at Doing'

_

Al - Beginner Grammar R
TOPIK1 Negation Saying 'Cannot Do' vs 'Not Good at Doing'

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-GRAM-NEG-006

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XcVaOt30CpA

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Okay, real story. A Korean coworker asked if | can cook. | said | can't, but | actually cook a little. Did | say it
wrong?

otop 2| 282t HZE? That sounds like 'l can't cook at all.' I12HM SE71 22 =2 HoL.
Oh no. So now they think | eat cereal for every meal.

HEOFR. If you cook a little, say 22| 2 Z3HR. That means 'I'm not very good at cooking.'

Conversation Snapshot

__

Junho StLE M|, =B

et

= 0e? Hana, can you swim?

3

Hana ot R, =4 2. 20| FMHUK. No, | can't swim. I'm scared of water.
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Junho Me @& Rde. Jez =22 81. I'm not very good at swimming. But |
— can do a little.

Hana O eele? 22| HQ? Then what about cooking? Are you
— good at cooking?

Junho otH|R, fel= & R, 2tHIE o L. No, I'm not good at cooking. | only
— make instant noodles.

Hana Xe a2 &, CHof| 20| sia. I'm good at cooking. Let's cook
— together next time.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

2 can'tdo (atall) HA|, R, & 4 giCh= SE0[0[K. In
mot-hae-yo English, 'l can't do it.' The answer is

basically zero.

2R not good at (can do a little) 2|0 & R, H2 'well'0l0f|2. So &
jal mot-hae-yo 2R is'l can't do it well.' In other words,
'I'm not very good at it.'

Ne A7 2R | can't ski. OlE S0l 2AI2. M= A7 XK. I can't
jeo-neun seu-ki ski. | have never tried it.

mot-hae-yo

e 2 & 26 I'm not very good at driving. Ne 2™ & 2642, I'm not very good at
jeo-neun un-jeon jal driving. 282 8|2, but slowly, and
mot-hae-yo parking is hard for me.

e oy 2 28 I'm not very good at singing. SHLEO. XM= 2 & R3iK. I'm not good at
jeo-neun no-rae jal singing. ‘=220l A= 23 2, just not
mot-hae-yo well.

=0 B ZdlR I'm not very good at Korean. Jd2|n o] 282 HE XtF S0, ot=x0 =
han-gu-geo jal 282, I'm not very good at Korean.
mot-hae-yo Learners say this all the time, in Korean.
2o - & R zero ability - some ability, but Exactly. 2812 means zero ability. &
mot-hae-yo - jal low 232 means some ability, but low. Think
mot-hae-yo of a volume knob. 23l 2 is off. & 282 is

turned down low.

s H TR I'm not very good at swimming. U, 3f0tR. Then you say =& & Rl K.
su-yeong jal You're being honest, and a little modest.
mot-hae-yo
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Grammar / Structure Notes
2812
232 — can't do (at all)

Zero ability

M= A7| 2ol
H+es+A7|+ 282 — | can't ski.

O£ E0 2AQ. M= A7| 28K. | can't ski. | have never tried it.

—
N+e+28+ &+ 2818 — I'm not very good at driving.

Me 2™ & R, I'm not very good at driving. 282 8K, but slowly, and parking is hard for me.

Pronunciation Loop

ZEfR mot-hae-yo — mo-tae-yo
= HEfR su-yeong mot-hae-yo
2 DEfR jal mot-hae-yo

Self-Check

1 Say 26K three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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ofLjol2
Choosing'ls Not' or 'There
Isn't'

oF
Two Ways to Say
'No/Can't'

Qh2 SAFHIE 2fof|
Whereto Put ¢tina
Korean Sentence

glolg

Two Beginner Ways to Say
You Don't Have or Aren't
Doing

My Notes

Al Grammar: compare OtL|0{|2 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Al Grammar: compare 2t with this lesson so
the boundary becomes clearer.

Al Grammar: compare 2t2 SAt HtZ 2F0f| with
this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Al Grammar: compare 810{2 with this lesson
so the boundary becomes clearer.
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