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Of| A

Where the Action Happens

_

Al - Beginner Grammar Ofl A
TOPIK 1 Particles Where the Action Happens

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-A1-GRAM-PRT-005

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L02GJpz9A_c

Visit Korean Ladder for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Okay, real question. | keep mixing up 0l and 0. They both feel like they mean 'at,' so how do | know which
one to use?

Z0tR. That's the perfect question. The secret is what's happening in the sentence — is something just there,
or is an action happening.

Today's pattern is Oll A{. Of| Al = SE0| YO{Lt= A E HEAISHR. In English, it marks the place where an action
happens — 'at' or'in.'

So if you eat, study, work, or play somewhere, that place takes 0| A{.

Conversation Snapshot

__

Junho StLE M|, O{C|Of| A Bl 2? Hana, where do you work?
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Hana e otuofA L.
Junho ZF=0j|= ofClof| M #{0{2?
Hana HE ZoAM #0181,

| work at a school.

Where do you rest on weekends?

| usually rest at home.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

Za +0ilM
jangso + eseo

Ftmlof M HI| S 0t
kape-eseo keopireul
masyeoyo

ZAZOIM SRR
doseogwan-eseo
gongbuhaeyo

S - 0N
dongjak — eseo

oM HojR
jip-eseo meogeoyo

A + 0l = from
jangso + eseo

ool M 2R
hanguk-eseo
wasseoyo

UBILE - [T 0flA
ilhada - swida —
eseo

at/in a place — where the action
happens

| drink coffee at the cafe.

I study at the library.

an action — use Ol|Af

| eat at home.

from a place (origin)

| came from Korea.

work - rest (actions) — 0| A

Free Korean study note - koreanladder.com

Today's pattern is 0| Al. 0| A= SZ{0]
UojLt= HAE HAISHR. In English, it
marks the place where an action happens
—'at'or'in.’'

£0{ EM|Q. FtH0| A HI|E OFM K. | drink
coffee at the cafe.

S0 BN, =M 2|l 323K, | study at
the library. The action is studying, so the
library takes Ol Af.

Oh, I like that. The verb is the clue —
coffee-drinking, studying — those are
actions.

So 'l eat at home' would be... Eof|lA
Hojq?

0l has a second job too. | A= Zt49|
Z=4H ) 'from a place,’ = EAISHR. It also
means 'from' where you came.

SH0f| M 2t . | came from Korea. Here

0l Af is the place you started from.

Every place there had Of|A] — work, rest,
all actions. That's clicking now.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

A+ 0f[ A

EtA +0M — at /in a place — where the action happens
Use it when someone DOES something there.

A + 0l M

EtA + 0l M — the action-spot particle

eat, study, work, play — 0| A

FtHO| M HI| S O R

Fth| + 0l M + AHI| + E + 0bM R — | drink coffee at the cafe.
S0 2M|K. 7HH|ofl M HI|E 0t K. | drink coffee at the cafe.
M2 M S22

M+ M + 2R — | study at the library.

S0 ENR. TAZM 3E8HL. | study at the library. The action is studying, so the library takes 0| A].
SZ— 0[N

SE - 0flA — an action — use Of| A

Find the verb first.

Pronunciation Loop

FtHol M IS 0t 2 kape-eseo keopireul masyeoyo
0l A eseo
TMEoM SRR doseogwan-eseo gongbuhaeyo

Self-Check

1 Say %[A three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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Ladde

= Al Grammar: compare & with this lesson so Open lesson

Saying 'Also', 'Too', and the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

'Even' in Korean der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-GRAM-PRT-00
6

of| Al Grammar: compare Of| with this lesson so Open lesson

The Korean Particle for the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

Place and Time der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-GRAM-PRT-00
4

o/t /stn Al Grammar: compare 2t/ 2t / k11 with this Open lesson

Linking Two Nouns with lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

'And’ der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-GRAM-PRT-00
7

2/= Al Grammar: compare 2 / = with this lesson ~ Open lesson

The Korean Topic Marker so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-GRAM-PRT-00
1

My Notes

Free Korean lessons, one rung at a time. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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