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Al - Beginner Grammar =T
TOPIK1 Particles Asking Who Did It and Who Someone Is

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-A1-GRAM-PRT-030

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gs9XWSpgxTQ

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Okay, confession. Last week | wanted to ask my Korean friend, 'Who is coming to the party?' | took the word
for who, stuck the subject particle on the end, and she smiled at me. Kindly. But she smiled.

OfOp"==17t A R7'2f 10 E? A2 & Mo . J#M| ot AFR S I3 A ZStX| 4otR. You followed the rule,
but Koreans don't say it that way.

XA HE2 7 2kR27'0K. The natural question is =7t 2t2? Who is coming?

Wait, so the word actually changed shape? Why does that happen?

Conversation Snapshot

e e e

Junho Q&5 X0 £t 24R? Who's coming tonight?

Hana DI~ MJSHIL X|OF M7} 2t K. Minsu and Jia are coming.
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Junho X|OF W22 X|OF M= F70R7?

Hana M| Chetuw ElTro) .

Junho Oh IR, JH U2 +FE ThiR?
Hana L2 Sds ohte.

Jia? Who is Jia?

She's my college friend.

Oh, I see. Then who are you meeting
tomorrow?

Tomorrow I'm meeting my younger
sibling.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

3 +7t—> %7t who + subject particle =who (as
nugu +ga —> nuga the subject)

XM+7b =7t - =7+ =1 (subject) - who = who
7t — &7t (subject)

jeo+ga— jega -

nugu +ga —> nuga

FrE-> 5= whom — the relaxed spoken
nugureul = nugul form

57t + action Who does it?

nuga + verb

FTAE DR - HR meet whom - see whom - like
- 08 whom

nugureul + mannayo

- bwayo - joahaeyo
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'"=7'= 'who'2h= 0|0 Q. 2G| 0] ZA
"71'E 20|H "=IH 7L OfL2t R IL B K.
When who is the subject, &=+ plus 7t
becomes +7t.

O] thoj= BEX| b0k, Xof 7tE 0|
M7t El= AXEHL. Only a few short
words change shape before 7, like |7}
for . %7} is one of them.

2 mi= 52 o't S Mk Bo
L3l 2. In everyday speech, =71& often
shortens to +2.

Let me reason it out in English. If the
person is doing something, like coming
or calling, | use the short subject form.
Right?

And the third one. If someone is the
target of the action, like | meet someone
or | call someone, then it's the object
form with the extra syllable.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

=747t &7t
£t + 7t = 571 — who + subject particle = who (as the subject)

Never =717} X

M+7t=>H7t - =7 +7t—> 57t

N+ 7t = H7t - =3+ 7t = %7k —1— | (subject) - who = who (subject)

A few short words change shape before 7t

S} £70IQ7 - 7B

£t 57027 - =7E — who does it - whois it - whom (object)

JeiM @E2 M 7HX HES K. F7t, 570K, 2|1 +7E. Three questions, three different jobs.
I} £70IQ7 - 7

£ob - 57027 - 7E — who does it - whoiis it - whom (object)

Three jobs for one little word. Okay, I'm ready. Show me.

SIeR?

S+ 7t+ 2+ 8?7 — Who is coming?

R, "= k27 Who is coming? 0{7| N 57H= 2= AFEO|0|R. 57t is the one doing the action.

Pronunciation Loop

Fheta? nu-ga wa-yo?
Froe? nu-gu-ye-yo?
Fa ohte? nu-gu-reul man-na-yo?

Self-Check

1 Say %+ three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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@)=z Al Grammar: compare (2)& with this lesson Open lesson

Saying 'By', 'With', and so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

'Toward' in Korean der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-GRAM-PRT-01
2

Z0| / ot &l / st Al Grammar: compare Z0| / 2t BHH| / 5t11 Open lesson

Saying 'Together With' with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad

Someone clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-GRAM-PRT-01
7

I Al Grammar: compare 7|2| with this lesson Open lesson

Saying 'Among Ourselves' so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

and 'Between Friends' der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-GRAM-PRT-02
3

Eot/E2 /g0 Al Grammar: compare = ¢t /= 2 / = gl01R Open lesson

Saying 'Not Even' with = with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad

and Negatives clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-GRAM-PRT-02
1

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.

Korean Ladder study note - koreanladder.com Page 4


https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-GRAM-PRT-012
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-GRAM-PRT-017
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-GRAM-PRT-023
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-GRAM-PRT-021

