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Addressing People You See Every Day
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Al - Beginner Honorifics MM /AL / OFX M|
TOPIK 1 Titles & Address Addressing People You See Every Day

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-A1-HON-ADR-001

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TsXh_tCLV_8

Visit Korean Ladder for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Okay, here's my real problem. In English | just say someone's name — 'Hey, Minsu!' So in Korea | did the
same thing to my teacher, and people winced.

Same. And | almost called a stranger L — like casual 'you.' My friend grabbed my arm. So who DO you use
names with?

Z2 HZ0|0f|K. In Korean, we very often skip the name and use a title instead — who someone is to you.
That's today's one big idea.

SHE AL 482 HOF K. In English — your address term shows the relationship and the setting. Let's
meet the everyday ones, group by group.

Conversation Snapshot

e e e

Hana APEE, OtH|2| 7t BF T M| R, Owner, one americano please.
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Junho

Hana

Junho

Y|, &7t

o

AL, 7] b= 2t R?

S, At 2k AL EO| THESIM A E0t.

Sure, one moment.

(older friend) do you come here often?

Yeah, often. | like that the owner is
kind.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

O|Z il =&
ireum daesin
hoching

S8 =B + 4

a title instead of a name

address term = relationship +

hoching =gwangye+  setting

sanghwang

A4l

seonsaengnim

Hdd, ehgstae

seonsaengnim,

teacher / respected professional

Hello, teacher.

annyeonghaseyo

AL/ bk / FLEH/E

older sister/brother — also for

eonni/oppa/nuna/  closeolder friends

hyeong

O Xt — QL] / bt -

Wt Lt

woman says 21L|/2Ht; man says
FLHE

yeoja —> eonni / oppa

* namja — nuna
hyeong

QiL|, oHEBM|R
eonni,

/

Hello, (older) sister/friend.

annyeonghaseyo

AL| = &2 X}

2IL| = an older woman

eonni = sonwi yeoja

Free Korean study note

- koreanladder.com

Z2 Z 20|06 K. In Korean, we very often
skip the name and use a title instead —
who someone is to you. That's today's
one bigidea.

S HAe Ags H0F Q. In English —
your address term shows the relationship
and the setting. Let's meet the everyday
ones, group by group.

First, the easy one. A teacher — or really
any respected professional — is M4l
MM marks respect. In English, it's like
'teacher,' but warmer and wider.

T2 M st 2 M EH oA 2liR. Soa
student greets the teacher like this —
listen.

Next group — older people you're close
to but who aren't family by blood. Korean
borrows the sibling words: 21L|, 2u, &L,

b
.

0| MHo| M3l L. The speaker's gender
chooses the word. A woman calls an
older woman 2L, an older man 21t} A
man calls an older woman LI, an older
man &.

So a younger woman greets her close
older friend like this.

arotR. Ml Q. The key is older. @1L| is
only for an older woman. Never for
someone your own age.
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S & =2 + A2 — address term = relationship + setting

SE2 2ot Aetg 204 Q. In English — your address term shows the relationship and the setting. Let's meet the everyday ones,
group by group.

M
MM — teacher / respected professional

Use for teachers, and politely for many professionals.

MAHL! OFHABIN| R

)
MMl OHASIH R — Hello, teacher.
T2 st MM o] A L3 R. So a student greets the teacher like this — listen.
MAHE, QHESHM 2
MM+ + oHASHM| R — Hello, teacher.

Let's see the pieces. The title comes first, then the greeting — no name needed at all.

Pronunciation Loop

ALEE, OtH|2| Pt BF T MR sajangnim, amerikano han jan juseyo

=N juseyo

Self-Check

1 Say MMEl /L] / OFXM| three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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Ladde

/M A2 Honorifics: compare 'g / M| with this Open lesson

Korean Titles and Address lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-HON-ADR-001

0|2 / AtEHE / 7| At C1 Honorifics: compare O| 2 / AFEHE / 7| AL Open lesson
Kinship & Job Titles for with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad
Strangers clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-C1-HON-ADR-001

ZAFRILICH/ Z| &R ct Al Honorifics: compare ZHAFEL|CE / Open lesson
Formal Thanks and Z|&2LIC} with this lesson so the boundary https://www.koreanlad
Apologies becomes clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-A1-HON-LVL-002

2 Al Honorifics: compare & with this lesson so Open lesson

Polite and Casual Korean the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-HON-LVL-001

My Notes

Free Korean lessons, one rung at a time. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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