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Kot / MA[Al / ME

Humbling Yourself in Particle Choice

_

Al - Beginner Honorifics Mt/ KollAHl / ME
TOPIK1 Humble Forms Humbling Yourself in Particle Choice

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-HON-HUM-003

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VI302XSjYYg

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Here’s my real question. If L} means me, why does my sentence sound too casual when | say 444! 0| L5t
HOR?

Z2 2E0/0|2. MHENT =0 TSI A2 AR 2A0|M = LIECH M E MH O S£5R.

Today’s focus is not changing the particle first. First, choose the respectful pronoun X, then attach S|,
oA, or E.

S & THE 2 X{SHE|| O 2. In English, X{StEl means to me, for me, or sometimes from me, in everyday speech.

Conversation Snapshot

T

Hana 3 M, MMLlo] M| MSsHM K. Junho, the teacher called me.

Junho J2i? MHEOo| 2t st e? Really? What did the teacher say?
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N R

Hana LY M E =t R.
Junho ZU|Q. NotH = 2 FM L.

They said they’ll help me tomorrow.

That’s good. Please let me know too.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

X+ /oA ) E
jeo+hante/ege/
reul

Kot
jeo-han-te

X of A
jeo-e-ge

SIS
jeo-reul

X + particle
jeo + particle

Lt — casual / X —
polite
na/jeo

KXot - XoilA - ME
jeo-han-te - jeo-e-ge
- jeo-reul

X ote| = X of|A|
jeo-han-te =
jeo-e-ge

me +to me /to me formal / me as
object

to me / for me / from me

to me / for me

me as the object

respectful me + sentence job

Lt = casual me / X = polite

humble me

to me - to me formal - me object

both can mean ‘to me’
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Today’s focus is not changing the particle
first. First, choose the respectful pronoun
X, then attach S|, of|Al, or &.

SHA IHEI2 X BHE|OI Q. In English, X otE|
means to me, for me, or sometimes from
me, in everyday speech.

MoflA= 22 7|2 0|0 K. It sounds a
little more formal, careful, or written than
Xt

12|11 XME2 me as the object. Someone
sees me, calls me, helps me, or waits for
me.

So X is the respectful me, and B, Ofl Al
£ show the job of me in the sentence.

Exactly. L} is casual me. X is humble,
polite me. With teachers, customers,
elders, or new people, A is safer.

But today, we are practicing me with
three other jobs: to me, formal to me, and
me as object.

2r0LR. In daily conversation, X{SHe||
O|H S 20K is also okay. MO{|A| just
feels a bit more careful.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
X +te| /oAl / &

X +3tel| / 0| A / & — me + to me / to me formal / me as object
Choose A in polite or respectful situations.

X ot

Xt — to me / for me / from me

Common in conversation

X 0| A|

XA — to me / for me

A little more formal or written

NS

XE — me as the object

Object particle £ after &

MU O| Koty HRUO{ K.

MM + 0] + X + Bte|| + 23 + 0{R. — The teacher spoke to me.

First native example. M= 0| X Bt M0 R. The teacher spoke to me.

Pronunciation Loop

Kot jeo-han-te

MHEHO| Koty ZHHoR seonsaengnim-i jeo-han-te mal-haesseoyo.
XojA ol HHo R jeo-e-ge imeil-eul bonaesseoyo.

MMEO| M E 7|Ct2| 8o seonsaengnim-i jeo-reul gidarisyeosseoyo.
XNE jeo-reul

Self-Check

1 Say Xt / Mol A / & three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.

2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.
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Related / Subsequent Studies

M7t EQtE=AR /S0

=y b=

Offering Help to Elders the
Humble Way

MrtgAR /H7tR
Offering to Do Something
the Humble Way

YA/ HAL ) A
Humbling Your Own
Company in Business
Korean

TOIEAR / R E
2t

My Notes

Al Honorifics: compare |7t Z2EZAR /
£0{ EZ AR with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Al Honorifics: compare ®7} A2 / M7t
with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

B2 Honorifics: compare ZHAL / HAL / A with
this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

A2 Honorifics: compare EEZAIR /
O HtE E7tR with this lesson so the
boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-HON-HUM-00
2

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-HON-HUM-00
1

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B2-HON-HUM-00
3

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-HON-HUM-00
2

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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