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Polite and Casual Korean
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Al - Beginner Honorifics 2
TOPIK 1 Speech Levels Polite and Casual Korean

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-HON-LVL-001

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Rrfe-2s2vI

Visit Korean Ladder for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Okay, real question — in Korean, how do | not sound rude by accident?
Same — | learned "& #0{' from a drama, said it to my friend's mom, and the room went quiet.
Of, 1 O0+2 0tR. The fix is one tiny syllable — 2. 252 0|2 HiYI L.

F O ZETL Q0 Q. EUL — polite speech — and 2t — casual speech.

Conversation Snapshot

T

Hana 0|7 EMR. Have some of this. (polite)
Junho Of, 10O K. Oh, thank you. (polite)
Junho 0|7 Ho. Have some. (casual)
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e e e

Hana Q, 10,

Oh, thanks. (casual)

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

fo

yo

Zolgt vs et

jondaenmal vs
banmal

R srololg / Lhs
stago|of

jeoneun
haksaeng-ieyo /
naneun
haksaeng-iya

2==%+7{z|
yo = jonjung + geori

22 =Xt

uri mal notja

KLIJ% lx_l)
na— jeo

XN(S&) [ LHEHE)
jeo/na

QI AYCH HaH|
yo-ga isseumyeon
haeyoche

the little politeness ending

polite speech vs casual speech

polite / casual

2 =respect + polite distance

let's speak casually (a friend's
invitation)

the word for 'l' gets polite too
XN =humble'l' (polite) - Lt =
casual'l'

if there's a 2, it's polite sH2-style
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Of, 1 O0}2 YotR. The fix is one tiny
syllable — 2. 252 0|Z {9 2.

MK LETL AR, ZHL — polite
speech — and gt — casual speech.

Oh — X became Lt, and 0|02 became
0|0F. The casual one drops that 2 feeling.

arotR. K isn't about grammar stress —
it's about respect and warmth. X8 ght
AL2SHE | = 2-styleS MR

J2|7 ghe MAD|, Save 22 until a
friend invites it — 'Q2| & =Xt

Heoli Q. 22 Tho] StLE7F 3| HHole —
even the word for 'l' changes.

It = 'LE, SIARESHEE "K', With
friends, Lt; with elders, the humble &.

A2 e R, 'R AL H s |0l — if
itendsin 8, it's polite 8l 2-style.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

2
2 — the little politeness ending

Add it, and you sound respectful.

g

a [m]
CHEt g HESE

T

St vs BH2 — polite speech vs casual speech

Today: the everyday polite 2-style, SHA.

Zchial yg "iak

—
Zeiat vs HBh2 — polite speech vs casual speech

Today: the everyday polite 2-style, SHA.

EoHY vs HHY

—

ZOi% vs HH — polite speech vs casual speech
Today: the everyday polite 2-style, i 2A|.

K= stdolo L.

XM +E+3+0[0 +. —I'm a student. (polite)

Listen — &&= 40|06 2. 'I'm a student.' That 0|0f|& ending? That's the Q-style.

Pronunciation Loop

1okl g0-ma-wo-yo
note g0-ma-wo

Self-Check

1 Say 2 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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Ladde

ZARRILICH/ Z & LT A1 Honorifics: compare ZHAFgtL|CH/ Open lesson
Formal Thanks and Z| & ELIC} with this lesson so the boundary https://www.koreanlad
Apologies becomes clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-A1-HON-LVL-002

SHAA| C1 Honorifics: compare 8tA|A| with this Open lesson
The Familiar Speech Level lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
Elders Use der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-C1-HON-LVL-001

SHUAI 2| B1 Honorifics: compare 8t Al 24| with this Open lesson
The Formal Speech Level lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
for Announcements der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-B1-HON-LVL-001

Si2tA| B2 Honorifics: compare {24 with this Open lesson
The Plain Style for Writing lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
and News der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-B2-HON-LVL-001

My Notes

Free Korean lessons, one rung at a time. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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