koreanladder.com
Your ladder to fluent Korean.

koreanladder.com

Your ladder to fluent Korean.

Korean Ladder Study Note

KNS HE EUE=E

Why Beginners Should Default to Polite Speech

_

Al - Beginner Honorifics HEA T EHLZ
TOPIK 1 Speech Levels Why Beginners Should Default to Polite
Speech

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-A1-HON-LVL-004

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PSbAGZasAD8

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core ldea

Here’s my real problem. | learn a short cute sentence from a drama, then | say it to a stranger, and suddenly
it sounds rude.

2r0tR. Korean is not only what you say. It is also how politely you say it.

English has tone and word choice. Korean has those too, and it also has speech levels built into sentence
endings.

So the beginner rule is not just learn words. It’s choose the safe ending first.

Conversation Snapshot

e e e

Hana CHAStM|R. X2 ERELIC Hello. Nice to meet you.
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e e

Junho HASHMIR. M= E2002.
Hana XN StLtol 2. 7T Z0tstM|R?
Junho U, Zotsi 2. ZAFRILICE

Hana QHASHM| K.

Junho 7Am| ZotstMIR?

Hana U, ZEotsh 2.

Hello. I’'m Junho.

I’m Hana. Do you like coffee?

Yes, | like it. Thank you.

Hello. Polite.

Do you like coffee? Polite.

Yes, | like it. Polite.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

SHH| everyday polite speech style
haeyo-che
ZUL - S| QA FE Polite speech — start with s{ 24|

jondaenmal —
haeyo-che-buteo

HEA s At first, use si{ Q4|
cheoeum-en
haeyo-che

oHIstMI 2 Hello, polite greeting.
annyeonghaseyo

ohd Hi or bye, casual.
annyeong

Qohg 25t Aot stR| of ot is not always safe.

annyeong-eun
hangsang anjeonhaji
anayo

Hol=octdstM e At first, say etgstAI K.
cheoeum-eneun
annyeonghaseyo

Meghdoloe I am a student.

jeo-neun
haksaeng-ieyo
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259 HH2 sHRH|0 2. s{2H| is the
everyday polite style, like 7t2, HO{ R,
Z0tR.

Zoie is the bigger polite category. S|
is the beginner’s best default inside
CHO

=
=
N
= F

—X=.

r

So &2 is the polite umbrella, and
S| is the everyday polite form I should
reach for first.

0l £01R. M3 2t 2 ml= A FstMIR 7t
ZO0tR. In English, it means hello, politely.

2= ohdol2tn g 4~ A0 K. But with a
stranger, 2t'd can sound too casual, or
childish.

Ah, 2td is not wrong Korean. It’s wrong
distance if | don’t know the person.

SHotR. MZ0|= eHISHM| Q. This is safe and
natural.

Another example. XM= &40]0l|2. This is
polite and simple: | am a student.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

SHeA|
8l 28] — everyday polite speech style

Use it first with strangers, staff, teachers, older people, and new acquaintances.
ZCY — S QM FE

ZOiA — S QHIEE — Polite speech — start with s 2|

Polite, friendly, and very common.

X =2l s A

M s M| — At first, use SHLA|

Make it your automatic setting.

oHESHM 2

otd + stM|2 — Hello, polite greeting.

OlE E0{2. M3 CHRtE mi= ePEStMIR 7F Z0LR. In English, it means hello, politely.

B2 = otgol2tn & 4= L0 K. But with a stranger, 2H'd can sound too casual, or childish.

Pronunciation Loop

HAstMIR annyeonghaseyo

M= stdolo jeo-neun haksaeng-ieyo
shdolol 2 haksaeng-ieyo

7m| Z0L5tMIR? keopi joahaseyo?

Self-Check

1 Say M3 ME ZCHUZ three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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ZARRILICH/ Z&SELCH A1 Honorifics: compare ZHAFgtLICH/ Open lesson
Formal Thanks and Z| & ELIC} with this lesson so the boundary https://www.koreanlad
Apologies becomes clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-A1-HON-LVL-002

| Al Honorifics: compare 4| with this lesson so Open lesson

Adding & to Single Words the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
and Fragments to Sound der.com/lesson.html?id
Polite =KOR-A1-HON-LVL-003

(24 Al Honorifics: compare & with this lessonso ~ Open lesson

Polite and Casual Korean the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-HON-LVL-001

HEECH B1 Honorifics: compare gHECH with this Open lesson
When Koreans Mix £ and lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
Ht2t in One Breath der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-B1-HON-LVL-002

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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