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Soft Polite Refusals for Beginners
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Al - Beginner Honorifics HESLICHRE WE2H R
TOPIK1 Speech Levels Soft Polite Refusals for Beginners

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-A1-HON-LVL-012

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=glge68g2U5Y

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

When someone offers me coffee, can | always say #&2H 2 to mean, “No, thank you”?

et J™X| = ofote. LM ZHE SEHSE AP “OtL| 2, HEOLR "0 K. It is the safest everyday way to say, “No,
k
A Q= Mo Mz “otL R, MESLICH 7L 71 RL8HR. This is the formal counterpart.

Q= HIHE HAS2 “UFSLICHRE--"0H “HE2H Q70| Q. = C 2o maf Ak i & 4= UX| 2, HE} #I°**7f
f Both can help with a careful refusal, but neither is a universal replacement for “No, thank you.”

Conversation Snapshot

e e e

Hana I o E2NtR? Would you like some more coffee?
Junho Of, OtL| 2. MEoLR. Oh, no thank you. ’'m fine.
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Junho CtEER?
Hana OtL| &, HEELIC
Hana =2 oM R?
Junho M2t HCHHE 2.

Hana 7{m| E2NIR?
Junho o= B SLICH E2 =2 FEERIL D

May | help you?

No, thank you. I’'m fine.

How is the room?

It’s better than | expected.

Would you like some coffee?

| don’t need coffee, but | would like a
little water, please.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

HEGLICIEE-/
w2
gwaenchanseumnid
aman---/

gwaenchaneundeyo

HEOLR + H|Qre| w2t
- ArY
gwaenchanayo +
jeani maengnak —
sayang

HERGLICIDE
gwaenchanseumnid
aman---

-SL|CEh AA Ql=
=X /-20|K:

HiE o= - ghS
7\cka| 7|

Rt B — AR 7Hs

Formal open contrast / everyday
background or contrast

“I’m okay” plus the context of an
offer — polite refusal

I’m fine, but---

Formal contrast / background,
contrast, and room for a
response

Offer or suggestion — possible
gentle refusal
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Q5 T E B2 “UESLCHRE--- 720t
“HE20R70 Q. S Ct abehol| mhat Areket oj
£ = UX[TH HEQ} £ AATFEEIR. Both
can help with a careful refusal, but
neither is a universal replacement for
“No, thank you.”

SrorR. “HEOLR” XHHl= “I’m okay” or “It’s
okay”0i|2. An offer or suggestion can turn
itinto a polite refusal.

“HE-S WA 0fZH0| 1, “BLICHE S HA
Qe EQID “Skx| 20| (HEE LIRS

o{0]0d| K. In English, the ending adds
formal politeness and a sense of “but.”

Then “but” is built into &S LICIE while
HE2H 2 gives background or contrast
and waits for a response.

SHA2 M WEls HiE 70, Meto|Lt A
Flol M= MECH= CHEO| A= O3 E 5=
A0 K. After an offer or suggestion, it may
become a gentle refusal.
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HESLICIEE-- + Not merely formal versus S EAH2 HAEotL|ZLof0le 7| sk EElR.
HE2SH2 everyday “HESLICHRE-"2 AM JA HEE S0,
— CHE2OR"= YAEQI HEZ HIZO|L}

CHEE LIEHLHH ol HE S J|TH Q.

HE2OR + Y HE2H 2 does not always signal ~ 0tR. Mot o™ “MEF2H Q7= thad|

AbQt refusal. YIH CHZ S LIEFE == A0{R. Do not

— translate the ending as “no thanks” by
itself.

L= WESLICI2E-- Soft Polite Refusals for Beginners O[Ol HA| Qe EHE E0{ EM|R.

keopineun gwaench “HI|= HESLICHRE--” The ending

anseumnidaman-- suggests that a contrast or continuation
may follow.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
OfL| R, HEOtR.

OtL| R, 2HEOLR. — No, thank you. I’'m okay.

Safest neutral choice in everyday polite speech

OfL| R, HESLICE
otL| R, MEELICt. — No, thank you. I’'m fine.

Neutral refusal in formal polite speech

HESLICHDE. / HE 202
HEESLICHAE-- / HE2H R — Formal open contrast / everyday background or contrast
Refusal meaning depends on context

Z2 %, HE A4 oL K.

—_

22 55, CH2 AA? OtL| 0| . — Same meaning with different formality? Not quite.

The endings do different conversational jobs.
PHAOFR + H|2tO| B2t — Aot
HEOLR + A Q2| BHEr — AFF — “I’'m okay” plus the context of an offer — polite refusal

The surrounding conversation creates the refusal meaning.

Pronunciation Loop

Of, otL| . ¢HEOLR. a, aniyo. gwaenchanayo.
HI|= HESLICHEE- keopineun gwaenchanseumnidaman--
HESHR. gwaenchaneundeyo?

1 Say HFESLICHI/ MESH R three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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ZARRILICH/ Z&SELCH A1 Honorifics: compare ZHAFgtLICH/ Open lesson
Formal Thanks and Z| & ELIC} with this lesson so the boundary https://www.koreanlad
Apologies becomes clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-A1-HON-LVL-002

4l /ol / L2AELICH Al Honorifics: compare 4| / ol / &2 &LICH Open lesson
Three Polite with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad
Acknowledgments clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-A1-HON-LVL-008

| Al Honorifics: compare 4| with this lesson so Open lesson

Two Polite Ways to Say Yes  the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-HON-LVL-006

Ef Al Honorifics: compare Ul with this lessonso ~ Open lesson

Adding 2 to Single Words the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
and Fragments to Sound der.com/lesson.html?id
Polite =KOR-A1-HON-LVL-003

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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