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The Korean R/L Sound at the Start and Middle of Words
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Al - Beginner Pronunciation 2 g2
TOPIK 1 Consonants The Korean R/L Sound at the Start and Middle
of Words

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-002

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZPTBKupGuss

Visit Korean Ladder for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core ldea

Okay, real talk — every time | see 2, my brain freezes. Isit an R? Isit an L? Which one is it?

Same. In At2 it sounds kind of like an R, but at the end of & it sounds like an L. It feels like the rules keep
changing.

Z2 HE0|0 Q. AtA2 FX|0] OFF ZHCHSH Q. The rules never change — your tongue just does two small jobs
with one letter.

07| sliAlolof| 2. stLte| X}, & 7H2| 2. One letter, two sounds — and where 2 sits in the syllable tells you
which one.

Conversation Snapshot

__

Hana 2| 2tH H32HR? Shall we eat ramyeon?
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Junho Z0IR. 12|10 EX FA 2.
Hana el -2tH - 32|
Junho =

Sounds good. And water too, please.

light Rtap

clear L

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

2=R/L
rieul

2 AfO| >R - 2

—L

moeum sai >R -
batchim— L
NE

sa-rang

22|

u-ri

=

mul

= M2
mul - seo-ul
D2 AH0| 2

tap, like 'butter’

HE{Q| 't = 22|9| =
u-ri

One letter, two sounds

Between vowels =R tap - End of
syllable =L

love

we / our

water

The Korean R/L Sound at the

Start and Middle of Words

Alight flick — not a heavy English
R

The 'butter' flick IS the Korean R
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of7| polol . stLte| 2L, & 1ol Az
One letter, two sounds — and where 2
sits in the syllable tells you which one.

T2 022, 23 ALO[of| ASH JHHE R
22, 2o Lo L A2, Between two
vowels it's a light R; sitting at the bottom
of a syllable, the batchim, it's an L.

O|E 50| 2AHIR. Al Al Of7| 22 28
Atolofl Lo{ A 7t RO|O|R. Hear how
light it is — AL2t.

L g R B e = i e I I —
Ct 22 At0|9] 2, 7HH2 RO|0|R. Both 22|
and 32|11 use that same soft tap.

O|lM| HAS HIR. E. =. 07| =22 202N
L 22|02. Now & — water. The 2 is at
the bottom, so it becomes a clear L.

2E 20iM= &7t dHTo ForM HH K.
For the batchim L, the tongue touches
and stays — =, M 2. Seoul.

Oh! So between vowels the tongue just
taps and lets go — that's the R. Kind of
like the 'tt" in the word 'butter'?

OotR. 'butter'| 1 2 A2, HIZ
10| R. Exactly — that fast little flick in

'butter' or 'water' is your Korean R. 2|,
NS
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Grammar / Structure Notes
=2=R/L

2 =R /L — One letter, two sounds

The letter's nameis 2|2

DS A0 >R EE L

DS AO| - R - A — | — Between vowels =R tap - End of syllable =L

Position decides the sound

At

At+ 2 — love

O|E 0] SIR. A2 AHZ, 07| 22 28 AL0]of| QI0{ A 7HH2 RO|MR. Hear how light it is — A}

2|

f+2[ —we/our

L2 o, 22|, 22|, J2[1 — J2|1, E Lt 2F AL0|Q] 2, 7HH2 RO|0f|R. Both 22| and J12|11 use that same soft tap.

[ |

= — water

O|X| BHAl 2 BIR. E. £. 07| =22 2H&l0|2tA L A2|0|R. Now = — water. The 2 is at the bottom, so it becomes a clear L.

Pronunciation Loop

Ak sa-rang

=, M2 mul - seo-ul
2tH ra-myeon
2z u-ri

Jg|n geu-ri-go

= mul

Self-Check

1 Say 2 &3 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.
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Related / Subsequent Studies

SED Al Pronunciation: compare 3 E I with this Open lesson

Aspirated and Tense lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

Consonants der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-00
1

A A2 Pronunciation: compare A with this Open lesson

Plain and Tense Sibilants lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-PRON-CNS-00

1

H| 2%t B1 Pronunciation: compare H|23} with this Open lesson

When 71/£/H Become lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

o/L/o der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-PRON-CNS-00
1

H Al Pronunciation: compare H{ with this Open lesson

The Vowels That Now lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

Sound the Same der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-VOW-00
2

My Notes

Free Korean lessons, one rung at a time. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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