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Al - Beginner Pronunciation Elaz| oS
TOPIK 1 Consonants Te-wWE

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-013

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vsS_8C62UoA

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Okay, confession. At a bakery in Seoul | asked for bread, and the clerk looked confused. She thought | said
room. To me, those two words sound almost the same.

1 0hs Yot Wt g, English doesn't separate these sounds, so your ear blends them. And these pairs
come up a lot in TOPIK listening too.

And it's not only bread. £5t11 =. Honey and oyster. &3t &. Daughter and moon. One sound changes the
whole word.

0| A2|E ElA2|2t K. In English, we call it a tense consonant. 7|, WC| 2, WH|S.

Conversation Snapshot

__

Junho 0| i Aotof|R? How much is this bread?
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Aroom? We don't sell rooms.

No, bread. Bread you eat.

Oh, bread. This honey bread is 3,000
won.

Then two honey breads, please. My
daughter likes them.

Sure, your daughter will love them.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

EIAZ: M - o
doensori: kk - tt - pp

7t b 7t
ga - ka - kka

23
gul - kkul

g-g

dal - ttal
.o

bang - ppang

= = HH

="Z2'F

bul - pul - ppul

ot + X013 +
2= =}

makgo + joigo +
teotteuryeoyo

=5 EHE S

kk = back of tongue +

throat

tense consonants

plain - aspirated - tense

T--wWESMHMEOZ ot= L7
T-m-wWE S HEOZ ot= 7
T wE 59 4RO ok L)
T--wESMHMEOZ ob= L7

close +tighten + release

back of tongue closes, throat
tight
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0] 22|12 El4 2|2t 3 R. In English, we
callit a tense consonant. 47|, 4C|2,
WH|S.

st=20{0ll= 22|71 M| 7HX[N A L. oAb E],
HMiAg|, El4 2|, Plain, breathy, and tense.
7%, 7L, 7t

Z S0 EMR. 2. 8. 2. . Oyster, then
honey.

olHoll= &, H. &, . The daughter word
starts tighter and sharper.

T2l g wh gk ut Bread starts with a
small, sharp pop and almost no air.

M 7HCHE0 2722 &, 8, £. Fire, grass,
horn. Plain, breathy, tense.

Z2 Hol2. Here's the secret. For ElA 2],
you close the mouth spot and tighten
your throat at the same time. Then you
release.

W72 & F|ZOZ 3H0tR. The back of

your tongue presses up against the soft
roof of your mouth.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

E|AE|l:m - C -

ElAZ]: 1 - @ - W —tense consonants
Doubled letter = tense, not long

ot - 3t - b

7t - 7t - 7t — plain - aspirated - tense
Same mouth spot, different air and throat

4 N )|

7t - 7b - Ik — plain - aspirated - tense

Same mouth spot, different air and throat

Ok + ZX0|11 + E{EEE{ R

9 + 20|10 + EH{EE R — close + tighten + release

Tongue or lips close - throat squeezes

n=8| 5%+ 2

T =73 5| & + = — back of tongue closes, throat tight

Woldde o FIZ o2 atotR. The back of your tongue presses up against the soft roof of your mouth.

Pronunciation Loop

I
THH

THI

I
= .
80| 2
20| 2.

= ANHK?

Self-Check

1 Say El42| 3HS7| three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
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gul - kkul

dal - ttal

bang - ppang
bul - pul - ppul
pul - bul - ppul
bang - ppang
ttal

kkul
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2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.
Related / Subsequent Studies

Why Study fenext

C/E/ Al Pronunciation: compare £ / E / i« with Open lesson

The Three Korean D/T this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.  https://www.koreanlad

Sounds der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-00
6

=2 242 Al Pronunciation: compare 2 &g with this Open lesson

The Korean R/L Sound at lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

the Start and Middle of der.com/lesson.html?id

Words =KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-00
2

o/L/s Al Pronunciation: compare o0 / L / & with Open lesson

The Soft Korean this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.  https://www.koreanlad

Consonants Beginners der.com/lesson.html?id

Overlook =KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-00
8

oL o RA2[XE Al Pronunciation: compare 0 - L - © A2  Open lesson

Feeling Where Korean Xt2| with this lesson so the boundary https://www.koreanlad

Nasals Are Made becomes clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-01
9

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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