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ㅅ·ㅎ 마찰음
Making Korean Fricatives Without English Hiss

Level Topic Focus

A1 · Beginner
TOPIK 1

Pronunciation
Consonants

ㅅ·ㅎ 마찰음
Making Korean Fricatives Without English Hiss

Study Links
Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-017

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xtPhdwNGNJU

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core Idea
When I say 사, why does it sometimes sound like an English s, then a tiny break before the vowel? I can hear
the consonant, but the syllable feels split.

That is a very useful question. 시옷과 히읗의 마찰 소리를 없애거나 무조건 짧게 만들 필요는 없어요. You can hear
both sounds. The key is not adding a pause after them.

오늘의 패턴은 시옷과 히읗 뒤에서 바로 모음으로 이어 가는 거예요. This matters because Korean syllables should
feel connected, not like separate sound pieces.

마찰음을 낸 뒤 바로 모음으로 이어 가기. Make the fricative, then continue directly into the vowel.

Conversation Snapshot
Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 사과 주스 하나 주세요.
—

One apple juice, please.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-017
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xtPhdwNGNJU
https://www.koreanladder.com
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Speaker Korean Meaning

Junho 네, 여기 있어요.
—

Yes, here you are.

Hana 감사합니다.
—

Thank you.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions
Word Meaning Example

ㅅ·ㅎ + 모음
—

Make the consonant, then
continue into the vowel.

오늘의 패턴은 시옷과 히읗 뒤에서 바로
모음으로 이어 가는 거예요. This matters
because Korean syllables should feel
connected, not like separate sound
pieces.

마찰음을 낸 뒤 바로
모음으로 이어 가기
—

Make the fricative, then continue
directly into the vowel.

마찰음을 낸 뒤 바로 모음으로 이어 가기. Make
the fricative, then continue directly into
the vowel.

사과, 하나
sagwa, hana

apple, one 먼저 사과, 하나를 들어 보세요. In both
words, the consonant sound continues
naturally into the vowel that follows.

사
sa

Making Korean Fricatives
Without English Hiss

사에서 시옷 마찰음은 실제로 들려요. 없애지
마세요. Make the sound, but do not hold it
longer than the word needs.

하
ha

Making Korean Fricatives
Without English Hiss

하에서도 히읗 소리가 들려요. It is audible air,
and then 아 begins right away. Do not
place a pause between them.

사과
sagwa

apple 사과는 한 단어예요. Say it as one flowing
word: 사과. The first syllable is already
complete with its vowel.

하나
hana

one 하나도 한 단어예요. Listen for 히읗 moving
directly into 아 inside the first syllable 하.

ㅅ 뒤의 아로 바로 이어
가기
—

Continue directly into 아 after ㅅ. 시옷 뒤의 아로 바로 이어 가기. Make the
consonant sound, then let 아 begin
without an extra gap.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
ㅅ·ㅎ + 모음
ㅅ·ㅎ + 모음 — Make the consonant, then continue into the vowel.

The goal is continuity, not removing the fricative.

마찰음을 낸 뒤 바로 모음으로 이어 가기
마찰음을 낸 뒤 바로 모음으로 이어 가기 — Make the fricative, then continue directly into the vowel.

마찰음을 낸 뒤 바로 모음으로 이어 가기. Make the fricative, then continue directly into the vowel.

사과, 하나
사과, 하나 — apple, one

먼저 사과, 하나를 들어 보세요. In both words, the consonant sound continues naturally into the vowel that follows.

사과
사과 — apple

사과는 한 단어예요. Say it as one flowing word: 사과. The first syllable is already complete with its vowel.

하나
하나 — one

하나도 한 단어예요. Listen for 히읗 moving directly into 아 inside the first syllable 하.

Pronunciation Loop
Phrase How to practice

사 sa

하 ha

하나 hana

사, 하 sa, ha

사과 주스 하나 주세요. sagwa juseu hana juseyo.

Self-Check
1 Say ㅅ·ㅎ 마찰음 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.

2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.
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Related / Subsequent Studies
Lesson Why study it next Link

ㄷ / ㅌ / ㄸ
The Three Korean D/T
Sounds

A1 Pronunciation: compare ㄷ / ㅌ / ㄸ with
this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-00
6

ㄹ 발음
The Korean R/L Sound at
the Start and Middle of
Words

A1 Pronunciation: compare ㄹ 발음 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-00
2

ㅁ / ㄴ / ㅎ
The Soft Korean
Consonants Beginners
Overlook

A1 Pronunciation: compare ㅁ / ㄴ / ㅎ with
this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-00
8

ㅂ·ㅍ·ㅃ·ㅁ
Feeling Korea's Four Lip
Consonants

A1 Pronunciation: compare ㅂ·ㅍ·ㅃ·ㅁ with
this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-01
6

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-006
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-002
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-008
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-016

