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라디오 / 레몬 / 로봇
Saying Loanwords That Start with ㄹ

Level Topic Focus

A1 · Beginner
TOPIK 1

Pronunciation
Consonants

라디오 / 레몬 / 로봇
Saying Loanwords That Start with ㄹ

Study Links
Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-023

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rutncErEskQ

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core Idea
When I say 라디오, should I begin with a strong English R or an English L?

A curled English R sounds heavy, but a long English L also sounds wrong. What should my tongue do?

좋은 질문이에요. 둘 다 정확하지 않아요. 첫 리을은 보통 아주 짧고 가볍게 소리 내요. Neither English sound is an exact
match.

리을은 이 글자의 이름이에요. 오늘은 외래어 첫머리에 오는 리을 소리를 연습할게요.

Conversation Snapshot
Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 라디오를 자주 들어요?
—

Do you often listen to the radio?

Junho 네, 레몬차를 마시면서 들어요.
—

Yes, I listen while drinking lemon tea.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-023
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rutncErEskQ
https://www.koreanladder.com
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Vocabulary & Useful Expressions
Word Meaning Example

ㄹ
rieul

the Korean consonant ㄹ 리을은 이 글자의 이름이에요. 오늘은 외래어
첫머리에 오는 리을 소리를 연습할게요.

ㄹ + 모음
—

initial ㄹ followed by a vowel 외래어 첫머리의 리을은 혀끝을 윗니 뒤쪽에
아주 짧게 댔다가 바로 떼요. In simple terms,
touch and release.

라디오 · 레몬 · 로봇
radio · remon ·
robot

radio · lemon · robot 이 가벼운 움직임을 쓰면 라디오, 레몬, 로봇
같은 단어가 더 자연스럽게 들려요. It gives the
words a Korean sound and rhythm.

라디오
radio

Saying Loanwords That Start
with ㄹ

먼저 들어 보세요. 라디오. 첫 음절을 가볍게
시작해요. 라디오.

레몬
remon

Saying Loanwords That Start
with ㄹ

다음은 레몬이에요. 레몬. 혀끝이 잠깐 닿고 바로
떨어집니다. The touch is very brief.

로봇
robot

Saying Loanwords That Start
with ㄹ

이번에는 로봇이에요. 로봇. 첫 음절 로를 짧고
매끄럽게 시작해요. Start briefly and
continue smoothly.

짧고 가볍게
—

briefly and lightly 강한 영어 R도 아니고, 오래 누르는 영어 L도
아니에요. Listen for one quick Korean
tongue movement.

라
ra

Saying Loanwords That Start
with ㄹ

혀끝은 윗니 바로 뒤쪽의 볼록한 곳에 가볍게
닿아요. Your tongue stays forward and
relaxed.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
ㄹ
ㄹ — the Korean consonant ㄹ

Today: initial ㄹ in loanwords

ㄹ + 모음
ㄹ + 모음 — initial ㄹ followed by a vowel

Touch briefly, then release.

라디오 · 레몬 · 로봇
라디오 · 레몬 · 로봇 — radio · lemon · robot

The first sound stays short and light.

라디오 · 레몬 · 로봇
라디오 · 레몬 · 로봇 — radio · lemon · robot

The same light initial ㄹ movement

짧고 가볍게
짧고 가볍게 — briefly and lightly

Not a heavy R or a held L

Pronunciation Loop
Phrase How to practice

라디오 radio

레몬 remon

로봇 robot

라 ra

라디오 · 레몬 · 로봇 radio · remon · robot

Self-Check
1 Say 라디오 / 레몬 / 로봇 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.

2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.
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Related / Subsequent Studies
Lesson Why study it next Link

ㄷ / ㅌ / ㄸ
The Three Korean D/T
Sounds

A1 Pronunciation: compare ㄷ / ㅌ / ㄸ with
this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-00
6

ㄹ 발음
The Korean R/L Sound at
the Start and Middle of
Words

A1 Pronunciation: compare ㄹ 발음 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-00
2

ㅁ / ㄴ / ㅎ
The Soft Korean
Consonants Beginners
Overlook

A1 Pronunciation: compare ㅁ / ㄴ / ㅎ with
this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-00
8

ㅁ · ㄴ · ㅇ 콧소리 자리
Feeling Where Korean
Nasals Are Made

A1 Pronunciation: compare ㅁ · ㄴ · ㅇ 콧소리
자리 with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-01
9

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-006
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-002
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-008
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-019

