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ZEALSH 2

Statement vs Soft-Question Pitch on Polite Fragments

_

Al - Beginner Pronunciation AR
TOPIK 1 Intonation Statement vs Soft-Question Pitch on Polite
Fragments

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-PRON-INT-005

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ItnDa7p5qzo

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core ldea

Here’s my fear. | say ZAISH R, but my voice goes up at the end. Am | accidentally asking, “Thank you?”

Hl, 78 = A0, HE AL0| S27HH, B2 0| BEXNE =8 + U0K. Yes, if the final pitch rises, a short
phrase can sound like a question.

In English, we also use pitch. But in Korean polite fragments like ZIASHR, 0t [HEESH R, the ending pitch is
especially easy to hear.

ES W2 QM B UE AAS AESE K. In Korean, the final pitch helps listeners hear whetheritis a
statement or a question.

Conversation Snapshot

__

Junho EEs 272 Is it warm?
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N N

Hana 4|, CEEsi .

Yes, it’s warm.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

AR /5ote /
HES)
gamsahaeyo /
majayo /
ttatteutaeyo

SN + 2 AL
haeyoche +
mal-kkeut eogyang

Li#e N /28K 2
naeryeoyo / ollyeoyo

OE=dAYo= EHR
uidoneun
eogyangeuro
deullyeoyo

ZEARH 2 N
gamsahaeyo

ZHAtSH e 2
gamsahaeyo?

€2, LE Y

gateun mal, dareun
eogyang

HE AL0[ LIt

mal-kkeut eogyangi
naeryeogayo

Thank you / That’s right / It’s
warm

Polite style plus ending
intonation

go down / go up

Your intention is heard through
intonation.

Statement vs Soft-Question Pitch
on Polite Fragments

Statement vs Soft-Question Pitch
on Polite Fragments

Same words, different intonation

The ending pitch goes down.
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In English, we also use pitch. Butin
Korean polite fragments like ZHAISH S,
grote, MEEsh 2, the ending pitch is
especially easy to hear.

E2 W2 M EHe HE ALS ASY
7{0|R. In Korean, the final pitch helps
listeners hear whether it is a statement or

a question.

The pattern is simple: ZZ LS LH2{R
for a statement. & ALS SR fora
soft question or check.

oA 2HELE A2|0] 7I7H{ 2. This is less
about grammar and more about how
your listener hears your intention.

HE AHAAZ R ZAH 2. ZABHR. The
pitch gently falls. It sounds finished.

Now listen to the same words with a
rising ending. Z'AtS2? That sounds like a
question or a surprised echo, not the
normal finished thank-you.

Z0}2. The words did not change. The
ZE AU changed.

Exactly. 2& 20| LH2471H, it sounds like
a statement or an answer. In English: you
are finishing the thought.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
AR / SHote / MH5Eai R

ZHAISH R / StotR / HEEsH R — Thank you / That’s right / It’s warm
Short s§24| phrases often rely on final intonation.

SN + HE ALY

Sl 24| + 2 24 ¥ — Polite style plus ending intonation
Statement or question can depend on the final pitch.
LR \ /28K ~

iR N /222 / — godown/go up

Use your voice, not just punctuation.

oE=AdAOo = SR

o= AYO = E2{R — Your intention is heard through intonation.

0| 2HECt A2[0f 717t . This is less about grammar and more about how your listener hears your intention.
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Pronunciation Loop

dArlR. gamsahaeyo

dAsR? gamsahaeyo?

ahole, majayo

grote? majayo?

MEEshR? / ul, s . ttatteutaeyo? / ne, ttatteutaeyo.
B\ haeyo

2EA 2R budeureopge ollyeoyo

RESH + HE2 o2 chinjeolhage + mal-kkeudeun araero

Self-Check

1 Say ZAtS 2 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
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2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies

Why Study fenext

7t Al Pronunciation: compare 7t2 with this Open lesson

22 22 HHZ20|=He lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-INT-001

US| MAISE Al Pronunciation: compare 2L Z0f| AALSE Open lesson

HHS o =XHE B0 2= with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad

2§ clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-INT-003

Ef Al Pronunciation: compare Ul with this Open lesson

Stretching or Cutting lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

Agreement and Refusal der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-INT-004

0t Al Pronunciation: compare &0t with this Open lesson

The Rising Pitch of Calling lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

Out to Someone der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-A1-PRON-INT-002

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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