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Softening OtL|2 and ##0t2 Without Sounding Cold

_

Al - Beginner Pronunciation HE oAk
TOPIK 1 Intonation Softening OtL| 2 and E#EOLR Without
Sounding Cold

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-PRON-INT-012

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YjYb7stXeTw

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core ldea

Why does my polite OtL|R2 sometimes sound cold? | know the word, but people seem to pause.

Z2 AF0|0|K. OtL|2 can be perfectly polite, but your timing and intonation can change the feeling. The
words may be the same, but delivery matters.

THO12t SHA| ol 552 S5HK| B A2l Zo|et & Ao 2t £9(7]|7 HE2HM K. Even when the words are right,
length and final intonation change the mood.

RE9| MM HAE AL0|0R. We'll practice OtL| 2 and 2 #E0tL2 so they sound calm and friendly when you
decline an offer.

Conversation Snapshot

__

Hana I o E2NR? Would you like more coffee?
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Junho Of, ofL| Q. HEoIR.

Hana Hl, ¥ K.

Ah, no thank you. I’'m okay.

Okay, | understand.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

7_1’5 o Qf Refusal intonation

i._i-?r% HEY o When declining an offer
Hotst WA Z OrR 2| A comfortable statement-like
— finish

=0 St A Context and delivery
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CHOI2h S| 2ol o2 S5HK| o, A2(9|
Zo|oF & oftofl a2t 29{7|7F HEtM K.
Even when the words are right, length
and final intonation change the mood.

HX M&S 2R, Someone offers you more
coffee, aride, or help. In that clear offer
context, this reply can politely decline it.

So this is not a magic down-arrow rule. A
rise can feel question-like, but context
and your whole delivery carry meaning.
For this calm refusal, aim for an easy,
settled ending.

JEOD A BLH SH HE0l2h= £2
OfL|0f|R. Korean meaning depends on
context and delivery. But when you mean
a calm no to an offer, make the ending
sound settled.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

7 ol

HHE 2k — Refusal intonation

The delivery can change how a refusal feels.

OfL|R, #iHotR.

ofL| R, M&EOIR. — No, thank you. I’'m okay.

A useful polite refusal when an offer is clear.

Of, OfL|R. MEOIR.

Of, + OFL|R. + M#EOLR. — Ah, no thank you. I’'m okay.
7I| of E277tR? of, ofL| 2. MEOLR. Here, I’'m gently declining more coffee.
OfL| 2, HEOIR.

OtL| 2, MEOLR. — No, thank you. I’'m okay.

The core model works with or without Of.

ARE HHe of

HRE HEE m — When declining an offer

Context tells listeners what your answer means.

Pronunciation Loop

Of, otL| 2. HEOLR. a, aniyo. gwaenchanayo.
o, gwaenchanayo.

OfL|R, MEotR. aniyo, gwaenchanayo.
OfL|R? —> ot K. aniyo? — aniyo.
OtL|R7?/otL L. aniyo? / aniyo.

Of, otL||. Zo{ZA 8. a, aniyo. georeogalkkeyo.

Self-Check

1 Say A& A three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.
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Related / Subsequent Studies

e Al Pronunciation: compare 7t2 with this Open lesson

22 S2|HEE0|HR lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-INT-001

FAPNT k=2 Al Pronunciation: compare ZAtsH2 with this ~ Open lesson

Statement vs lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
Soft-Question Pitch on der.com/lesson.html?id
Polite Fragments =KOR-A1-PRON-INT-005
US| MAISE Al Pronunciation: compare 2L Z0f| AALSE Open lesson

HHS o =XHE B0 2= with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad
2§ clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-A1-PRON-INT-003

Ef Al Pronunciation: compare Ul with this Open lesson
Stretching or Cutting lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
Agreement and Refusal der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-A1-PRON-INT-004

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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