
koreanladder.com
Your ladder to fluent Korean.

Korean Ladder study note · koreanladder.com Page 1

koreanladder.com
Your ladder to fluent Korean.

Korean Ladder Study Note

반짝반짝 / 살금살금 / 쿵쾅쿵쾅
반복 의성어·의태어의 리듬

Level Topic Focus

A1 · Beginner
TOPIK 1

Pronunciation
Intonation

반짝반짝 / 살금살금 / 쿵쾅쿵쾅
반복 의성어·의태어의 리듬

Study Links
Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-PRON-INT-023

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5BVjMkV31q4

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core Idea
I can read 반짝반짝, but I keep saying 반짝, 반짝 with a pause. Should the two halves sound separate?

가운데를 쉬지 않고 반짝반짝으로 이어서 말해요. In English, connect it as one repeated word.

반짝반짝, 살금살금, 쿵쾅쿵쾅. 네 음절을 대체로 고른 박자로 이어 말하는 것이 오늘의 기본 패턴이에요.

영어처럼 첫 음절만 아주 세게 말하고 나머지를 급하게 줄이지 않아요. Keep the four pulses clear and balanced.

Conversation Snapshot
Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 밖에서 무슨 소리가 나요?
—

What sound is coming from outside?

Junho 누가 문을 쿵쾅쿵쾅 두드려요.
—

Someone is pounding on the door.

Hana 어, 지금은 살금살금 걸어가네요.
—

Oh, now they are walking away
quietly.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-PRON-INT-023
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5BVjMkV31q4
https://www.koreanladder.com
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Speaker Korean Meaning

Junho 창밖에는 별이 반짝반짝 빛나요.
—

Outside the window, the stars are
twinkling.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions
Word Meaning Example

반-짝-반-짝
ban-jjak-ban-jjak

Four connected, roughly even
pulses

반짝반짝, 살금살금, 쿵쾅쿵쾅. 네 음절을
대체로 고른 박자로 이어 말하는 것이 오늘의
기본 패턴이에요.

고른 박자 + 또렷한 네
음절
goreun bakja +
ttoryeotan ne
eumjeol

An even beat plus four clear
syllables

영어처럼 첫 음절만 아주 세게 말하고 나머지를
급하게 줄이지 않아요. Keep the four pulses
clear and balanced.

의성어와 의태어
uiseongeowa
uitaeeo

Sound words and words showing
manner or appearance

의성어는 소리를 나타내고 의태어는 모습이나
움직임을 나타내요. Repetition can make a
sound or movement feel more vivid.

반짝반짝
banjjakbanjjak

반복 의성어·의태어의 리듬 반, 짝, 반, 짝이 모두 들리지만 가운데는 끊지
않아요. Hear four clear pulses with no
pause in the middle.

살금살금
salgeumsalgeum

반복 의성어·의태어의 리듬 살금살금은 목소리를 조금 낮고 부드럽게 하면
조심스러운 느낌이 나요. A softer, lower
voice adds a careful feeling.

쿵쾅쿵쾅
kungkkwangkungkk
wang

반복 의성어·의태어의 리듬 쿵쾅쿵쾅은 조금 낮고 힘 있게 말하면 무거운
충격이 느껴져요. A lower, stronger voice
gives the sound more weight.

박자는 유지하고 느낌은
바꿔요
bakjaneun yujihago
neukkimeun
bakkwoyo

Keep the rhythm and change the
feeling

맞아요. 기본 박자는 비슷하지만 높낮이와 힘은
달라질 수 있어요. Keep the repeated
rhythm, then change pitch and energy to
fit the meaning.

반짝반짝 ↗ · 살금살금
↘
—

Light and bright · soft and low 반짝반짝은 가볍고 밝게, 살금살금은 낮고
부드럽게 말해 보세요. Say 반짝반짝 lightly
and brightly, and 살금살금 softly and low.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
반-짝-반-짝
반-짝-반-짝 — Four connected, roughly even pulses

Keep every syllable audible without a strong English-style stress

고른 박자 + 또렷한 네 음절
고른 박자 + 또렷한 네 음절 — An even beat plus four clear syllables

Roughly even does not mean robotic

의성어와 의태어
의성어와 의태어 — Sound words and words showing manner or appearance

Repetition adds vivid rhythm

별이 반짝반짝 빛나요.
별 + 이 + 반짝반짝 + 빛나 + 요. — The stars are twinkling.

별이 반짝반짝 빛나요. The stars are twinkling.

고양이가 살금살금 걸어요.
고양이 + 가 + 살금살금 + 걸어 + 요. — The cat walks quietly and carefully.

고양이가 살금살금 걸어요. The cat walks quietly and carefully.

Pronunciation Loop
Phrase How to practice

반짝반짝 banjjakbanjjak

살금살금 salgeumsalgeum

쿵쾅쿵쾅 kungkkwangkungkkwang

반짝반짝 ↗ · 살금살금 ↘ Change the pitch without splitting the word

쿵—쾅, 쿵—쾅 kung-kkwang, kung-kkwang

반짝, 반짝 banjjak, banjjak

반짝, 반짝 → 반짝반짝 banjjak, banjjak → banjjakbanjjak

반짝반짝 빛나요. banjjakbanjjak binnayo.

Self-Check
1 Say 반짝반짝 / 살금살금 / 쿵쾅쿵쾅 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
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2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
Lesson Why study it next Link

가요
끝을 올리면 질문이 돼요

A1 Pronunciation: compare 가요 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-INT-001

감사해요
Statement vs
Soft-Question Pitch on
Polite Fragments

A1 Pronunciation: compare 감사해요 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-INT-005

거절 억양
Softening 아니요 and
괜찮아요 Without Sounding
Cold

A1 Pronunciation: compare 거절 억양 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-INT-012

공일공에 삼사공팔
전화번호와 숫자를 끊어 읽는
리듬

A1 Pronunciation: compare 공일공에 삼사공팔
with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-INT-003

My Notes
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