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월요일
Smooth Linking in Days of the Week

Level Topic Focus

A1 · Beginner
TOPIK 1

Pronunciation
Linking Sounds

월요일
Smooth Linking in Days of the Week

Study Links
Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-PRON-LNK-010

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bcfcrUWUhnY

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core Idea
Okay, confession. When I say Monday in Korean, I break it into pieces. First chunk, tiny pause, then the rest.
A Korean friend said it sounded choppy. Why?

아주 좋은 질문이에요. 한국 사람은 이렇게 말해요. 월요일. 쉬지 않고 한 번에 이어서 말해요. Koreans say it in one
smooth breath, with no break.

글자는 월, 요, 일이지만 소리는 워, 료, 일이에요. The spelling has three blocks, but the sound shifts. 워료일.

Wait, so the letters stay the same on paper, but the sound moves over? That's sneaky.

Conversation Snapshot
Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 준호 씨, 이번 주에 언제 시간 있어요?
—

Junho, when are you free this week?

Junho 월요일은 바빠요. 목요일은 괜찮아요.
—

Monday I'm busy. Thursday is fine.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-PRON-LNK-010
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bcfcrUWUhnY
https://www.koreanladder.com
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Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 그럼 목요일에 만나요.
—

Then let's meet on Thursday.

Junho 좋아요. 일요일에도 시간 있어요?
—

Great. Are you free on Sunday too?

Hana 일요일은 쉬어요. 목요일에 봐요.
—

I rest on Sunday. See you Thursday.

Junho 월요일은 바빠요. 목요일은 괜찮아요.
—

Monday I'm busy. Thursday is fine.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions
Word Meaning Example

받침 + 모음 → 연음
batchim + vowel →
yeoneum

A final consonant slides into the
next vowel-starting syllable

이걸 연음이라고 해요. In English, we call it
linking. 받침 다음에 모음이 오면, 받침 소리가
다음 칸으로 넘어가요. When a vowel comes
next, the final consonant slides over.

월 = 워 + ㄹ
wol = wo + l

ㄹ is the batchim (bottom
consonant)

받침은 글자 아래에 있는 자음이에요. Batchim
is the consonant at the bottom of a block.
월에서는 리을이 받침이에요.

요 = ㅇ + ㅛ
yo

Initial ㅇ = silent, an empty seat 그리고 요의 이응은 첫소리일 때 소리가 없어요.
The circle at the start of a syllable is
silent. It's like an empty seat, so the
batchim moves in.

월 + 요 → 워 + 료
wol + yo → wo + ryo

The batchim takes the empty
seat

Oh, I like that. The bottom consonant
sees an empty seat next door and just
slides right over.

월요일 · 목요일 ·
금요일 · 일요일
—

Four days that link 맞아요. 그래서 요일을 자연스럽게 말하려면
이게 정말 중요해요. You say days of the
week all the time. Making plans, booking,
chatting.

월요일
wo-ryo-il

Smooth Linking in Days of the
Week

먼저 월요일이에요. 월요일. 리을이 요 쪽으로
넘어가서 워료일이 돼요. Monday.

목요일
mo-gyo-il

Smooth Linking in Days of the
Week

다음은 목요일. 기역이 넘어가서 모교일.
Thursday. 목, 요일이 아니라 모교일이에요.

금요일
geu-myo-il

Smooth Linking in Days of the
Week

금요일도 같아요. 미음이 넘어가서 그묘일.
Friday. 그묘일.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
받침 + 모음 → 연음
받침 + 모음 → 연음 — A final consonant slides into the next vowel-starting syllable

ㅇ at the start of a syllable is silent: an empty seat

월 = 워 + ㄹ
월 = 워 + ㄹ — ㄹ is the batchim (bottom consonant)

받침은 글자 아래에 있는 자음이에요. Batchim is the consonant at the bottom of a block. 월에서는 리을이 받침이에요.

요 = ㅇ + ㅛ
요 = ㅇ + ㅛ — Initial ㅇ = silent, an empty seat

그리고 요의 이응은 첫소리일 때 소리가 없어요. The circle at the start of a syllable is silent. It's like an empty seat, so the batchim moves in.

월 + 요 → 워 + 료
월 + 요 → 워 + 료 — The batchim takes the empty seat

Oh, I like that. The bottom consonant sees an empty seat next door and just slides right over.

월요일 · 목요일 · 금요일 · 일요일
월요일 · 목요일 · 금요일 · 일요일 — Four days that link

Mon · Thu · Fri · Sun

Pronunciation Loop
Phrase How to practice

[워료일] wo-ryo-il

[모교일] mo-gyo-il

[그묘일] geu-myo-il

[이료일] i-ryo-il

ㄹ + 요 → 료 l + yo → ryo

워료일 · 이료일 wo-ryo-il · i-ryo-il

목 → 모교일 mok → mo-gyo-il

Self-Check
1 Say 월요일 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.

2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.
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3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
Lesson Why study it next Link

밥 먹어 / 잘 있어요
띄어 써도 이어 읽는 구 단위
연음

A1 Pronunciation: compare 밥 먹어 / 잘 있어요
with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-LNK-00
2

밥을
Linking 받침 into 을/를

A1 Pronunciation: compare 밥을 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-LNK-00
4

이름이
받침을 다음 글자로 넘기는 첫
연음 연습

A1 Pronunciation: compare 이름이 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-LNK-00
1

학교 앞에 · 병원 뒤에 · 집
옆에
Linking Location Nouns
with 에

A1 Pronunciation: compare 학교 앞에 · 병원
뒤에 · 집 옆에 with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-LNK-00
9

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-PRON-LNK-002
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-PRON-LNK-004
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-PRON-LNK-001
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-PRON-LNK-009

