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The Vowels That Now Sound the Same

_

Al - Beginner Pronunciation i
TOPIK 1 Vowels The Vowels That Now Sound the Same

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-A1-PRON-VOW-002

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rHN-VuMitA4

Visit Korean Ladder for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

of7| 20| oLt U0 K. Korean has two different vowels, | and 1 — so why do they sound exactly the same?
Honestly, I've stared at 7l and | and given up — they sound identical to me.

Z=O XlE3
=

£2 ZZ0[0|R. The pattern today is simple. In modern Seoul Korean, H and 1 have merged into one sound,
but the spelling still tells two words apart.

O|A| e ZR2E7R. You don't need to force a difference you can't hear. You just need to learn which spelling
belongs to which word.

Conversation Snapshot

e e e

Hana 0|7 &te. JHstn A Look at this — dog and crab.

Junho 30| HLE? The pronunciation is the same, right?
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Hana SotR. A2l= X2 2XtE HEtR. Right. The sound is the same, but the
— letters differ.
Junho JgfM 2Ho 2 Aot So we know it by context.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

f=l

ae=e

22| EE, HXOHE
sori gateum, cheolja
dareum

Same sound in modern speech

Same sound, different spelling

Z2 HEZ0|02. The pattern today is
simple. In modern Seoul Korean, i and
i have merged into one sound, but the
spelling still tells two words apart.

Ol 2l ZLE L. You don't need to force
a difference you can't hear. You just need
to learn which spelling belongs to which
word.

O|n2 7ol Thisis a dog. =0 EAM|R. 0|2 7Ho|K. Thisis a dog.
igeoseun gaeyeyo The vowel hereis H.
olA2 Ao Thisis a crab. J2|1 0|22 Al0|R. Thisis a crab. Here

igeoseun geyeyo

/A
gae/ge

SUll ol
yennalen
dallasseoyo

Lot Et =2
gwiga anira nuneuro

FUOR FHIR
munmaegeuro
gubyeolhaeyo

dog / crab — identical sound

Long ago they were different —
not anymore

Learn it with your eyes, not your
ears

You tell them apart by context
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the vowel is 1 — but listen, the sound is
the same.

Wait — 7 and | really are the same
sound? | was sure | was missing
something.

[, Z0t_2. A hundred years ago they were
different. Over time, in standard speech,
they collapsed into one. Most Koreans
today truly can't hear them apart either.

J2jM FAI2 ZHES 2. Don't train your ear
to split the sound. Train your eyes to
know the spelling of each word.

EWMOZ 2A0tR. By context. A 7H barks, a |
lives in the sea — the sentence around it
makes it clear.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
H=A

H = 4 — Same sound in modern speech

Spelling stays different, word by word

a2 23, HXOE

22| 28, BX}CHE — Same sound, different spelling

OlA &l ELER. You don't need to force a difference you can't hear. You just need to learn which spelling belongs to which word.
0|42 7Hol 2

0|42 + 7 + 0|Q — This is a dog.

S0 EMR. 0|Z42 70| R. This is a dog. The vowel hereis H.

0|2 Alol|2

0|72 + Al + 0|2 — Thisis a crab.

12|10 0|2 AlK K. Thisis a crab. Here the vowel is 1 — but listen, the sound is the same.
2 /Al

7 / Al — dog / crab — identical sound

Wait — 7 and 7 really are the same sound? | was sure | was missing something.

Pronunciation Loop

o|lH2 Aol igeoseun geyeyo
Al =crab ge

o|H2 710l igeoseun gaeyeyo
7l = dog gae

Self-Check

1 Say H threetimes: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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Ladde

F/d/w/m Al Pronunciation: compare F /4 /L /T Open lesson
The'Y' Glide Vowels with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad
clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-VOW-00
4
1 Al Pronunciation: compare { with this Open lesson
The Vowels English lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
Speakers Mix Up der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-VOW-00
1
/74 Al Pronunciation: compare +| / v/ / | with Open lesson
Korea's Tricky Compound this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.  https://www.koreanlad
Vowels der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-VOW-00
3
SED Al Pronunciation: compare 3 E I with this Open lesson
Aspirated and Tense lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
Consonants der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-CNS-00
1

My Notes

Free Korean lessons, one rung at a time. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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