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ㅏ
The Two Open Vowels Beginners Blur

Level Topic Focus

A1 · Beginner
TOPIK 1

Pronunciation
Vowels

ㅏ
The Two Open Vowels Beginners Blur

Study Links
Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-PRON-VOW-006

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ns1VV178YJY

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core Idea
Okay, real question. When I hear 사다 and 서다, honestly they sound almost the same to me. Am I broken?

You're not broken. In English we lump a bunch of vowels into one lazy 'uh', so our ears never had to split
these.

이건 아주 흔한 실수예요. This is a very common mistake. 사다 means 'to buy,' 서다 means 'to stand.' Same word
shape, different vowel.

So the vowel is not decoration. 오늘은 이 두 소리만 기억하세요 — today, remember just these two sounds.

Conversation Snapshot
Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 뭐 사요?
—

What are you buying?

Junho 말을 사요.
—

I'm buying a horse.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-PRON-VOW-006
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ns1VV178YJY
https://www.koreanladder.com
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Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 역이 멀어요?
—

Is the station far?

Junho 네, 멀어요.
—

Yes, it's far.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions
Word Meaning Example

사다 / 서다
sada / seoda

to buy / to stand 이건 아주 흔한 실수예요. This is a very
common mistake. 사다 means 'to buy,'
서다 means 'to stand.' Same word shape,
different vowel.

ㅏ vs ㅓ
a vs eo

two open vowels, two meanings So the vowel is not decoration. 오늘은 이
두 소리만 기억하세요 — today, remember
just these two sounds.

아
a

The Two Open Vowels Beginners
Blur

먼저 ㅏ예요. First, ㅏ. Drop your jaw and
open wide — it's the 'a' in 'father.' 아.

어
eo

The Two Open Vowels Beginners
Blur

이제 ㅓ예요. Now ㅓ. Jaw is more relaxed,
mouth a little less open — it's the 'u' in
'sun.' 어.

아 ↔ 어
a ↔ eo

The Two Open Vowels Beginners
Blur

핵심은 턱이에요 — the key is your jaw. 아 is
wide open, 어 is half open. 아... 어. Feel
the drop change.

아 = wide
a = wide open

어 = half open, relaxed So it's a jaw thing, not a tongue thing. Big
open mouth for 아, chill half-open for 어.

사다
sada

to buy 예문을 볼게요. Let's see real examples. 사다
— 'to buy.' Wide jaw on the first syllable:
사.

서다
seoda

to stand 그리고 서다 — 'to stand.' Half-open,
relaxed jaw: 서. 사다... 서다.



koreanladder.com
Your ladder to fluent Korean.

Korean Ladder study note · koreanladder.com Page 3

Grammar / Structure Notes
사다 / 서다
사다 / 서다 — to buy / to stand

Only the vowel changes: ㅏ vs ㅓ

ㅏ vs ㅓ
ㅏ vs ㅓ — two open vowels, two meanings

The vowel carries the meaning

아 = wide
아 = wide — 어 = half open, relaxed

Let your jaw do the work

사다
사 + 다 — to buy

예문을 볼게요. Let's see real examples. 사다 — 'to buy.' Wide jaw on the first syllable: 사.

서다
서 + 다 — to stand

그리고 서다 — 'to stand.' Half-open, relaxed jaw: 서. 사다... 서다.

Pronunciation Loop
Phrase How to practice

아 a

어 eo

아, 어 a ↔ eo

사다 sada

서다 seoda

말, 멀 mal / meol

Self-Check
1 Say ㅏ three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.

2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.
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Related / Subsequent Studies
Lesson Why study it next Link

ㅐ
The Vowels That Now
Sound the Same

A1 Pronunciation: compare ㅐ with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-VOW-00
2

ㅑ / ㅕ / ㅛ / ㅠ
The 'Y' Glide Vowels

A1 Pronunciation: compare ㅑ / ㅕ / ㅛ / ㅠ
with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-VOW-00
4

ㅓ
The Vowels English
Speakers Mix Up

A1 Pronunciation: compare ㅓ with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-VOW-00
1

ㅚ / ㅟ / ㅢ
Korea's Tricky Compound
Vowels

A1 Pronunciation: compare ㅚ / ㅟ / ㅢ with
this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-VOW-00
3

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-PRON-VOW-002
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