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The Two Vowels Modern Seoul Speakers Now Say the Same
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Al - Beginner Pronunciation i
TOPIK 1 Vowels The Two Vowels Modern Seoul Speakers Now
Say the Same

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-A1-PRON-VOW-009

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TzTQB5ZfW3U

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core ldea

Here’s my learner panic question: if Al and 2| look different, why do they sound almost the same when Seoul
speakers say them fast?

Z£2 HF0|0[R. The short answer is: the old sound of +| has changed for many modern Seoul speakers.

Careful point: | is not always exactly the same as 1. In many words, it is often like a quick < plus 0|, close
to €.

So 1| can sound like a tiny © before 0ll, not a totally new mystery vowel.

Conversation Snapshot

e e e

Hana =39 ANK? Is there a meeting today?
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Junho U, 2= 5ol 2. Yes, a guest from abroad is coming.
Hana 3lo|M2 ofC|oR? Where is the meeting room?
Junho 21Zof Lo, Itis on the left.

Hana =39 ANK? Is there a meeting today?

Junho U, 2= 20| 2. Yes, a guest from abroad is coming.
Hana 9ol 42 ofCjoa? Where is the meeting room?
Junho 2Z0 A K. Itis on the left.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

4 = 4 4| is often pronounced like a Careful point: 4| is not always exactly the
oe = we quick ‘we’ sound same as 1. In many words, it is often like
a quick 2 plus 0], close to .

3 =Y 3| often sounds close to #| So 2| can sound like a tiny ? before 0,
goe = gwe not a totally new mystery vowel.

il vs 4 flat ‘e’ vs modern ‘oe/we’ 20tR. Today’s frameis: 22 ol and 28
evsoe ?|. The card shows 1 and +|, and we

compare the flat 0fl sound with the
modern 2| sound.

Al - 3 The Two Vowels Modern Seoul First, listen only. #I. 2|. A|. 2|.

ge - goe Speakers Now Say the Same

Al The Two Vowels Modern Seoul A= 22 MoHA K. In English, 2l is a flat
ge Speakers Now Say the Same 0l sound. No lip rounding.

| The Two Vowels Modern Seoul 3= oHoll= &2 S24 M O rounded
goe Speakers Now Say the Same SHA| HM0{ 2. Older +| was rounded, like a

single rounded vowel.

4 = A 1| often sounds like | SIX|CH @F MM 2T ANE Sel=
oe — like we ALt 2otR. In daily speech, it often has

a quick w-like start.

Q= The Two Vowels Modern Seoul Now real words. 2/=t. Many Seoul
oeguk Speakers Now Say the Same speakers say this very close to %l=.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

+ = 4

4| = ¢l — 4] is often pronounced like a quick ‘we’ sound
Modern Seoul speech often uses a small w-glide.

A =

1| = ¥ — 2| often sounds close to #|

Keep it light, not exaggerated.

1 vs 4]

il vs +| —flat ‘€’ vs modern ‘oe/we’

The vowel +| is historically rounded, but modern Seoul often makes it close to 9.
1 = HlHH

1| = dlXME — 4| often sounds like I

This is why 2| can sound very close to 7, but not always identical.

9|2

e|=t — foreign country

Q|=. 2|=. The first syllable is not a big 2 sound. It is quick and light.

Pronunciation Loop

Al 2| ge - goe
Al ge

7| goe

Q= oeguk
29| hoe-ui
ol oenjjok
ol e

2| oe

Self-Check

1 Say 1l three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
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2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies

Why Study fenext

F

The Two Open Vowels
Beginners Blur

f

The Vowels That Now
Sound the Same

/A /)
The 'Y' Glide Vowels

H

The 'Yae' and 'Ye' Glide
Vowels

My Notes

Al Pronunciation: compare t with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Al Pronunciation: compare H with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Al Pronunciation: compare F /{1 /L /T
with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

Al Pronunciation: compare H with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-VOW-00
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Open lesson
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Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-VOW-00
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Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-VOW-01
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