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Round vs Flat Vowel Mouth Shapes
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Al - Beginner Pronunciation des2VE2H= LT
TOPIK 1 Vowels Round vs Flat Vowel Mouth Shapes

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-A1-PRON-VOW-015

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mI4IngW84FI

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Why does my 2 sometimes sound like 27 | try to say %5, but my lips seem to go flat.

ofF =7t 0|0 2. R0 =0 Z2|H oK SE £ A0{K. This is very common. When the lips relax, < can
drift toward 2.

QES U TYOZ IS Q9 22 RE LY & 70| Q. Today, we will use lip shape to separate 2 and 2.

i
REOHHU2 EZ 22 P2 0. SCHYS2 S=X|TH 0| E2[= 7T Z2tR. Both use rounded lips, but the
mouth opening is different.

Conversation Snapshot

e e e

Hana 2= 2R ANK? Do you have milk today?

Junho Hl, 27 A0ia. Yes, we have milk.
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N R

Hana Q0|E Qo{R?

Junho 4|, 20|z A0 L.

Do you have cucumbers too?

Yes, we have cucumbers too.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

£ - 7T

LARPE
0 so oneul

O A OO
T T T TOr

U su uyu

Two rounded vowels

Round lips, slightly more open

mouth

Unrounded, relaxed lips

Round vs Flat Vowel Mouth
Shapes

Round vs Flat Vowel Mouth
Shapes

Round vs Flat Vowel Mouth
Shapes

Round and more open — round
and more gathered

Shape, not tension
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S UM 2Z Rt HZ 0. =Lt
Ue2 S2XT, Yol Eal= Feot HEta.
Both use rounded lips, but the mouth
opening is different.

DERE=S2n X0 EH AR 2Z
L= s210 0 A 20 J0K. That is the
mouth-shape contrast.

U=0| HESH 2Z 0L 0, 2 BOo2 4 4=
A0 L. Flat, relaxed lips can pull you
toward OF, 01, or 2.

HY 2SS QE SN EMR. 2,4, 2.
U2 375t Y2 HE 2 2B2|X]|
okotR. Hear 2, &, 2=. Keep the lips
round, but do not make a tiny pucker.
OlH 22 R0R. 2, , 2R Y22 521,
QHELCI =Z O A 2 K. Now hear 2, &=,
2 5. The lips are round and a little more
gathered than for 2.

2,2 EHSS0HR. QUMEZZ H S0,
20| =2 ¢ 2O M|R. Both are round.
Open a little more for 2, and gather a
little more for 2.

| can feel that. For 2, my lips are round
but loose. For 2, they come forward a
little more.

Sote. ol 2 ROl F= A OotL|2t BT Hi =
7{0f|R. Exactly. Do not add strain. Change
only the shape.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

£ - T
L - T —Two rounded vowels

L is round and more open. T is round and more gathered.
=
L:s=1 x50 &7

d°
L: 5210 =32 ¢ 7| — Round lips, slightly more open mouth
Q

D=1 X2 HEH AR B =210 0 & 20 A0 K. That is the mouth-shape contrast.
F - 4 - ——Unrounded, relaxed lips

These vowels do not use a rounded lip shape.
-2
2 — 2 — Round and more open — round and more gathered

| can feel that. For 2, my lips are round but loose. For 2, they come forward a little more.
slErt By
glHCt 2 — Shape, not tension

Keep the jaw and throat relaxed.

Pronunciation Loop

QA Q= 0 so oneul

2,5, 2% U su uyu

2,2 ou

s 2R ANKR? oneul uyu isseoyo
R uyu

20 ueu

oFANKI? euyu isseoyo
20[2t 277 ANK. oiwa uyuga isseoyo

Self-Check

1 Say = S=27|2 H&= L -7 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
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2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies

Why Study fenext

F

The Two Open Vowels
Beginners Blur

f

The Vowels That Now
Sound the Same

/A /)
The 'Y' Glide Vowels

H

The 'Yae' and 'Ye' Glide
Vowels

My Notes

Al Pronunciation: compare t with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Al Pronunciation: compare H with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Al Pronunciation: compare F /{1 /L /T
with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

Al Pronunciation: compare H with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-VOW-00
6

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-VOW-00
2

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-VOW-00
4

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-PRON-VOW-01
0
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