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삼겹살 / 목살 / 갈비 / 항정살
Naming Korean BBQ Meat Cuts

Level Topic Focus

A1 · Beginner
TOPIK 1

Vocabulary
Food & Dining

삼겹살 / 목살 / 갈비 / 항정살
Naming Korean BBQ Meat Cuts

Study Links
Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-VOCAB-FOO-011

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NaljjLpB0YY

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core Idea
Okay, true story. I sat down at a Korean barbecue place in Seoul, I looked at the menu, I panicked, and I just
said 고기 주세요.

고기 주세요. 틀린 말은 아니에요. 고기는 meat예요. 그런데 너무 넓어요. It is like sitting down and saying, animal,
please.

한국 고깃집 메뉴에는 고기라고 안 써요. 부위 이름을 써요. 부위 means the cut, the part of the body.

오늘은 네 가지만 기억하세요. 삼겹살, 목살, 갈비, 항정살. Four names, and you can order any barbecue table in
Korea.

Conversation Snapshot
Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 여기요, 삼겹살 이인분 주세요.
—

Excuse me, two servings of pork belly,
please.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-VOCAB-FOO-011
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NaljjLpB0YY
https://www.koreanladder.com
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Speaker Korean Meaning

Junho 네, 삼겹살 이인분요. 목살도 드릴까요?
—

Yes, two pork belly. Shall I bring pork
neck as well?

Hana 아니요, 항정살 일인분 주세요.
—

No, one serving of pork jowl, please.

Junho 네, 알겠습니다. 금방 나와요.
—

Certainly. It will be right out.

Hana 여기요, 삼겹살 이인분 주세요.
—

Excuse me, two servings of pork belly,
please.

Junho 네, 삼겹살 이인분요. 목살도 드릴까요?
—

Yes, two pork belly. Shall I bring pork
neck as well?

Hana 아니요, 항정살 일인분 주세요.
—

No, one serving of pork jowl, please.

Junho 네, 알겠습니다. 금방 나와요.
—

Certainly. It will be right out.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions
Word Meaning Example

고기
gogi

meat (the whole category) 고기 주세요. 틀린 말은 아니에요. 고기는
meat예요. 그런데 너무 넓어요. It is like
sitting down and saying, animal, please.

부위
buwi

cut, part (of the animal) 한국 고깃집 메뉴에는 고기라고 안 써요. 부위
이름을 써요. 부위 means the cut, the part of
the body.

삼겹살, 목살, 갈비,
항정살
samgyeopsal,
moksal, galbi,
hangjeongsal

the four cuts you need tonight 오늘은 네 가지만 기억하세요. 삼겹살, 목살,
갈비, 항정살. Four names, and you can
order any barbecue table in Korea.

삼겹살
sam-gyeop-sal

three-layer flesh — pork belly 먼저 삼겹살이에요. 삼은 three, 겹은 layer,
살은 flesh예요. 세 겹으로 된 살이라서
삼겹살이에요.

목살
mok-sal

neck flesh — pork neck
(shoulder)

다음은 목살이에요. 목은 neck이에요. 살은
flesh예요. 그래서 목살은 돼지 목 부분이에요.

갈비
galbi

ribs (meat on the bone) 세 번째는 갈비예요. 갈비는 rib이에요. 뼈에
붙은 고기예요. 손으로 들고 먹을 수도 있어요.

돼지갈비, 소갈비
dwaeji-galbi,
so-galbi

pork ribs, beef ribs 그런데 갈비는 조심하세요. 갈비만 말하면
돼지인지 소인지 몰라요. 돼지갈비, 소갈비.
동물 이름을 꼭 붙이세요.
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Word Meaning Example

양념갈비
yangnyeom-galbi

marinated ribs 네, 소갈비가 훨씬 비싸요. 그리고 갈비는 보통
양념이에요. 양념은 marinade예요. 달고
짭짤해요.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
고기
고기 — meat (the whole category)

Correct word, but far too wide to order with.

부위
부위 — cut, part (of the animal)

메뉴는 부위로 적혀 있어요. The menu is written by cut.

삼겹살, 목살, 갈비, 항정살
삼겹살, 목살, 갈비, 항정살 — the four cuts you need tonight

네 개만 알면 주문할 수 있어요.

삼겹살
삼 + 겹 + 살 — three-layer flesh — pork belly

먼저 삼겹살이에요. 삼은 three, 겹은 layer, 살은 flesh예요. 세 겹으로 된 살이라서 삼겹살이에요.

삼겹살
삼 + 겹 + 살 — three-layer flesh — pork belly

삼겹살. Three-layer meat. So the name is literally describing the stripes I'm looking at. That's kind of perfect.

Pronunciation Loop
Phrase How to practice

항정살 hang-jeong-sal

삼겹살 sam-gyeop-sal

삼인분 sam-inbun → [sa-min-bun]

Self-Check
1 Say 삼겹살 / 목살 / 갈비 / 항정살 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.

2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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Lesson Why study it next Link

국물 / 건더기 / 육수
Broth Words You'll Hear at
Every Korean Table

A1 Vocabulary: compare 국물 / 건더기 / 육수
with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-VOCAB-FOO-0
07

국물 있는 거
Ordering Brothy Versus
Mixed Dishes

A1 Vocabulary: compare 국물 있는 거 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-VOCAB-FOO-0
09

국수 / 라면 / 칼국수 / 냉면
Your First Korean Noodle
Words

A1 Vocabulary: compare 국수 / 라면 / 칼국수 /
냉면 with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-VOCAB-FOO-0
06

군것질 / 간식 / 후식
Snacks, Nibbles, and
Dessert

A1 Vocabulary: compare 군것질 / 간식 / 후식
with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-VOCAB-FOO-0
05

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-VOCAB-FOO-007
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-VOCAB-FOO-009
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-VOCAB-FOO-006
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-VOCAB-FOO-005

