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위 / 아래 / 안 / 밖
Finding Everyday Objects at Home

Level Topic Focus

A1 · Beginner
TOPIK 1

Vocabulary
Home & Daily Life

위 / 아래 / 안 / 밖
Finding Everyday Objects at Home

Study Links
Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-VOCAB-HOM-022

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=usoXTqgml5E

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core Idea
If my keys are inside my bag, can I just say 열쇠가 가방에 있어요? Or do I need a word for inside?

가방에 있어요 can mean the keys are at or in the bag area, but 가방 안에 있어요 clearly means they are inside
the bag.

So for clearly inside, I say 가방 안에 있어요. The word 안 gives me the exact position.

오늘의 기본 패턴은 장소, 위치, 에 있어요예요. Today's pattern is reference place, position word, and 에 있어요. It
tells us where something is.

Conversation Snapshot
Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 열쇠가 어디에 있어요?
—

Where are the keys?

Junho 서랍 안에 있어요.
—

They are inside the drawer.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-VOCAB-HOM-022
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=usoXTqgml5E
https://www.koreanladder.com
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Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 그럼 리모컨은요?
—

Then what about the remote?

Junho 소파 아래에 있어요.
—

It is under the sofa.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions
Word Meaning Example

가방 안에 있어요
gabang ane isseoyo

It is inside the bag. So for clearly inside, I say 가방 안에 있어요.
The word 안 gives me the exact position.

장소 + 위치 + 에 있어요
—

It is at or in the position relative
to a place.

오늘의 기본 패턴은 장소, 위치, 에 있어요예요.
Today's pattern is reference place,
position word, and 에 있어요. It tells us
where something is.

위 · 아래 · 안 · 밖
wi · arae · an · bak

on or above · below · inside ·
outside

위, 아래, 안, 밖이 위치를 더 정확하게 보여
줘요. These four words show the exact
position: on or above, below, inside, and
outside.

위치 + 에 있어요
—

The object is at that position. 위치 뒤에는 에 있어요를 붙여요. Add 에 있어요
after the position to say that an object is
there.

책상 위
chaeksang wi

on or above the desk I notice that Korean says 책상 위, literally
desk top, instead of putting on before
desk.

책상 위 ↔ 책상 아래
—

above or on the desk ↔ below or
under the desk

맞아요. English says on the desk, but
Korean builds it as 책상 위, the desk's
upper position.

침대 아래
chimdae arae

under or below the bed 아래는 기준보다 낮은 쪽이에요. 아래 means
the lower side, so 침대 아래 means under
the bed.

안 ↔ 밖
an ↔ bak

inside ↔ outside 이제 경계를 생각해 볼게요. Now imagine a
container with a clear boundary.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
가방 안에 있어요
가방 안에 있어요 — It is inside the bag.

안 makes the location specific.

장소 + 위치 + 에 있어요
장소 + 위치 + 에 있어요 — It is at or in the position relative to a place.

Reference place + position word + 에 있어요

위 · 아래 · 안 · 밖
위 · 아래 · 안 · 밖 — on or above · below · inside · outside

위, 아래, 안, 밖이 위치를 더 정확하게 보여 줘요. These four words show the exact position: on or above, below, inside, and outside.

위치 + 에 있어요
위치 + 에 있어요 — The object is at that position.

에 marks the location; 있어요 means exists or is located.

열쇠는 책상 위에 있어요.
열쇠 + 는 + 책상 + 위 + 에 + 있어요. — The keys are on the desk.

열쇠는 책상 위에 있어요. The keys are on the desk.

Pronunciation Loop
Phrase How to practice

바께 bakke

상자 바께 이써요 sangja bakke isseoyo.

아네 ane

휴대포는 가방 아네 이써요 hyudaeponeun gabang ane isseoyo.

휴대폰은 가방 안 있어요. � hyudaeponeun gabang an isseoyo.

휴대폰은 가방 안에 있어요. hyudaeponeun gabang ane isseoyo.

Self-Check
1 Say 위 / 아래 / 안 / 밖 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.

2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.
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Related / Subsequent Studies
Lesson Why study it next Link

냄비 / 프라이팬 / 도마
Your First Kitchen Tools

A1 Vocabulary: compare 냄비 / 프라이팬 / 도마
with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-VOCAB-HOM-0
08

널다 / 건조대 / 빨래집게
Drying Laundry at Home

A1 Vocabulary: compare 널다 / 건조대 /
빨래집게 with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-VOCAB-HOM-0
15

도어락 / 비밀번호 / 카드키
Unlocking a Korean Front
Door

A1 Vocabulary: compare 도어락 / 비밀번호 /
카드키 with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-VOCAB-HOM-0
13

문 / 벽 / 바닥 / 천장 / 지붕
The Parts That Make a
Room

A1 Vocabulary: compare 문 / 벽 / 바닥 / 천장 /
지붕 with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-VOCAB-HOM-0
06

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-VOCAB-HOM-008
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-VOCAB-HOM-015
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-VOCAB-HOM-013
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-VOCAB-HOM-006

