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Your First Counters for Things and People

_

Al - Beginner Vocabulary R0
TOPIK1 Numbers & Counting Your First Counters for Things and People

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-A1-VOCAB-NUM-005

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=26gr-I8B7RQ

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Okay, real beginner panic. | can say 3tLt, &, Al... but in a cafe | freeze. Do | just point and say numbers?

Z2 AEF0|02. In Korean, we usually count with a little helper word after the number. That helper is called a
counter.

Today we learn just two first helpers. 7l for things you can count, and & for people.

J2|D B YR, B 74022 means how many things. R E0|0|2? means how many people.

Conversation Snapshot

__

Hana i 3 JHolle? How many breads / pastries?

Junho 4o, Two.
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Then how many people?

Two people.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

N/ B
gae / myeong

H+M/E
myeot + gae /
myeong

ot & - M -1
han - du - se - ne

ot 7o 2
han gaeyeyo

7002 / Ml 710l
du gaeyeyo / se
gaeyeyo

ohHolo2
han myeong-ieyo

F ool / Al
Fo|ol|l2

counter for things / counter for

people

how many + the right counter

12 -3 - 4before counters

It's one (thing).

It's two. / It's three.

It's one person.

two people / three people

du myeong-ieyo / se

myeong-ieyo

ol /Eolo

gaeyeyo /
myeong-ieyo

Korean Ladder study note

thing-count ending /
people-count ending
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Today we learn just two first helpers. 74
for things you can count, and & for
people.

So H is like asking how many, and then |
choose 7l or & depending on what I'm
looking at?

Exactly. And before those counters, we
use the short native numbers: o, &, Al
...

E0{ EM|R. 3 {0 K. In English: it's one
item. 2t is one, 7 counts the thing, and
0|2 makes it a soft full sentence.

Z 00, Two items. Ml ZHHIR. Three
items. Hear the pattern: number, then 7H,
then 0| 2.

A2t = Holo| 2. ot HO|o|R. In English:
it's one person. & is the people counter.

& H0|o|R. Two people. M| HO|0|R. Three
people. Same short numbers, different
counter.

7 Z4K. 7 ends openly, so 0l 2 feels
smooth. & ends with a final consonant,
so 0/0]| L fits better. Same polite is-frame.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

M/ 3

74 / B — counter for things / counter for people

beginner pair to start with

RNMR? /R FHO[M[K?

R 7H0? / E FO0|0R? — How many things? / How many people?
your first counting questions

R+l /&

% + 7 / B — how many + the right counter

choose by things vs people

=N

St-E-M -4 —1-2-3-4before counters

o

short forms, not StLt = Al 4l

o2
gt7i + o2 — It's one (thing).

rot

=0| EM|2. 3t {0 K. In English: it's one item. 3t is one, 7 counts the thing, and 0|2 makes it a soft full sentence.

Pronunciation Loop

ool myeot gaeyeyo?

F Holola myeot myeong-ieyo?
Ml 7Holl 2 se gaeyeyo

Ml ool se myeong-ieyo

Self-Check

1 Say 2 7{0|R three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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/A= /ME/OIE AlVocabulary: compare €/ AE / ME /Ot Open lesson
Native Korean Numbers by  with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad
Tens clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-VOCAB-NUM-0
04
g/ 3/ H/at Al Vocabulary: compare & /& /4 /X /ot Open lesson
Reading Big Sino Numbers  with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad
Out Loud clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-VOCAB-NUM-0
02
/3 /H Al Vocabulary: compare & / = / H with this Open lesson
Reading Floors, Room lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
Numbers, and Bus der.com/lesson.html?id
Numbers =KOR-A1-VOCAB-NUM-0
06
1= = (R AlVocabulary: compare 8tLt - & - Al - 4l Open lesson
ZOE M= 1]01 £1~10 with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad
clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-VOCAB-NUM-0
03

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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