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살
Saying How Old You Are in Korean

Level Topic Focus

A1 · Beginner
TOPIK 1

Vocabulary
Numbers & Counting

살
Saying How Old You Are in Korean

Study Links
Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-VOCAB-NUM-009

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qorYfpB0d8U

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core Idea
I know Korean has both 살 and 세. If I’m twenty-three, can I just pick either one?

Good question. You should not freely mix them. Korean usually pairs a native Korean number with 살, and a
Sino-Korean number with 세.

오늘은 나이를 자연스럽고 공손하게 말하는 법을 배워요. Today, we will say and ask age naturally and politely.

일상 대화에서는 고유어 수와 살을 가장 많이 써요. In everyday conversation, native Korean numbers with 살 are
the usual choice.

Conversation Snapshot
Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 준호는 몇 살이에요?
—

Junho, how old are you?

Junho 저는 스물세 살이에요.
—

I am twenty-three years old.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-VOCAB-NUM-009
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qorYfpB0d8U
https://www.koreanladder.com
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Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 아, 스물세 살이군요.
—

Ah, you are twenty-three.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions
Word Meaning Example

고유어 수 + 살
한자어 수 + 세
goyueo su + sal /
hanjaeo su + se

Native Korean number + 살;
Sino-Korean number + 세

오늘은 나이를 자연스럽고 공손하게 말하는
법을 배워요. Today, we will say and ask
age naturally and politely.

스물세 살
seumul-se sal

twenty-three years old 일상 대화에서는 고유어 수와 살을 가장 많이
써요. In everyday conversation, native
Korean numbers with 살 are the usual
choice.

일상: 고유어 수 + 살
공식 문서·격식 있는
표현: 한자어 수 + 세
—

Daily conversation uses native
Korean numbers with 살. Official
documents and formal
expressions often use
Sino-Korean numbers with 세.

공식 문서나 격식 있는 표현에서는 한자어 수와
세를 많이 써요. In official documents and
formal expressions, Sino-Korean
numbers with 세 are common.

이십삼 세
isip-sam se

twenty-three years old In a formal style, you may see or say
이십삼 세. 이십삼 is the Sino-Korean
number twenty-three, and 세 is its age
counter.

스물셋 → 스물세 살
seumul-set →
seumul-se sal

twenty-three → twenty-three
years old

스물셋 by itself is possible, but before 살,
say 스물세 살. The shorter form belongs
right before the counter.

스물세 살이에요
seumul-se sal-ieyo

Saying How Old You Are in
Korean

발음도 같이 연습해 볼게요. Let’s practice the
rhythm together.

이십삼 살 �
스물세 살 ○
이십삼 세 ○
isip-sam sal /
seumul-se sal /
isip-sam se

Do not mix 이십삼 with 살. Use
스물세 살, or formal 이십삼 세.

일상적인 말에서는 이십삼 살이라고 섞지
않아요. Say 스물세 살이에요 instead. If you
choose the Sino-Korean number 이십삼,
pair it with 세 in a formal context.

만 23세 / 23세
—

Short form entries for official
documents, depending on the
field instructions.

공식 서류에서는 양식의 안내에 따라 ‘만 23세’
또는 ‘23세’처럼 짧게 적어요. ‘만’이 있는
경우에는 만 나이를 뜻해요. On official forms,
follow the field’s instructions. You may
write 만 23세 or 23세 as a short entry.
When 만 is included, it means full,
international age.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
고유어 수 + 살 한자어 수 + 세
고유어 수 + 살
한자어 수 + 세 — Native Korean number + 살; Sino-Korean number + 세

Use the matching number system and counter.

스물세 살
스물세 살 — twenty-three years old

스물세 is the native Korean form used before 살.

일상: 고유어 수 + 살 공식 문서·격식 있는 표현: 한자어 수 + 세
일상: 고유어 수 + 살
공식 문서·격식 있는 표현: 한자어 수 + 세 — Daily conversation uses native Korean numbers with 살. Official
documents and formal expressions often use Sino-Korean numbers with 세.

공식 문서나 격식 있는 표현에서는 한자어 수와 세를 많이 써요. In official documents and formal expressions, Sino-Korean numbers with 세
are common.

저는 스물세 살이에요.
저 + 는 + 스물세 + 살 + 이에요 + . — I am twenty-three years old.

For example, in a regular conversation, I can say 저는 스물세 살이에요. That means, “I’m twenty-three years old.”

이십삼 세
이십삼 세 — twenty-three years old

This pair is common in formal contexts and documents.

Pronunciation Loop
Phrase How to practice

스물세 살이에요 seumul-se sal-ieyo

저는 스물세 살이에요. jeoneun seumul-se sal-ieyo.

저는 스물세 살입니다. jeoneun seumul-se salimnida.

Self-Check
1 Say 살 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.

2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.
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Related / Subsequent Studies
Lesson Why study it next Link

공일공·영일영
Reading Korean Phone
Numbers Digit by Digit

A1 Vocabulary: compare 공일공·영일영 with
this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-VOCAB-NUM-0
08

몇 개예요
Your First Counters for
Things and People

A1 Vocabulary: compare 몇 개예요 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-VOCAB-NUM-0
05

스물하나 / 서른둘 / 마흔다섯
Native Numbers from 21
to 99

A1 Vocabulary: compare 스물하나 / 서른둘 /
마흔다섯 with this lesson so the boundary
becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-VOCAB-NUM-0
07

열 / 스물 / 서른 / 마흔
Native Korean Numbers by
Tens

A1 Vocabulary: compare 열 / 스물 / 서른 / 마흔
with this lesson so the boundary becomes
clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-VOCAB-NUM-0
04

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-VOCAB-NUM-008
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-VOCAB-NUM-005
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-VOCAB-NUM-007
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A1-VOCAB-NUM-004

