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Saying How Old You Are in Korean

_

Al - Beginner Vocabulary &
TOPIK1 Numbers & Counting Saying How Old You Are in Korean

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-A1-VOCAB-NUM-009

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qorYfpB0d8U

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

| know Korean has both & and Al. If ’'m twenty-three, can | just pick either one?

Good question. You should not freely mix them. Korean usually pairs a native Korean number with &, and a
Sino-Korean number with All.

QE2 LI0|E AHHAAY D &5 Ust= HE iR, Today, we will say and ask age naturally and politely.

=
U A TS0 A = IR0 =2 A2 JIE BO| M K. In everyday conversation, native Korean numbers with & are
the usual choice.

Conversation Snapshot

e e e

Hana o= R H0[0R? Junho, how old are you?

Junho K= AN oo, | am twenty-three years old.
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Hana O AZA| 0|2 8. Ah, you are twenty-three.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

DR+ 4 Native Korean number + 4t; QE2LIOIE MHAH D &5 Yot=
BERIO] = + M| Sino-Korean number + A HE HiR K. Today, we will say and ask
goyueo su +sal / age naturally and politely.

hanjaeo su +se

AEM A twenty-three years old U4 Chetof| M= R0 =2t &S JHE B0

seumul-se sal M&. In everyday conversation, native
Korean numbers with 4f are the usual
choice.

UL Q0] 4=+ & Daily conversation uses native A ZALEHA = BHO0| A= SHXto] 0t

JAZM-FA U= Korean numbers with &, Official M|E 20| L. In official documents and

O BEXIO] 2= + M| documents and formal formal expressions, Sino-Korean

— expressions often use numbers with M| are common.

Sino-Korean numbers with Al

UFSES| twenty-three years old In a formal style, you may see or say

isip-sam se O] &I &k M. O] & & is the Sino-Korean
number twenty-three, and Al is its age
counter.

ASM > ASN A twenty-three — twenty-three AEAMl by itselfis possible, but before &,

seumul-set — years old say 2= M| &. The shorter form belongs

seumul-se sal right before the counter.

AZM Aolola Saying How Old You Are in USE 20| A8 SH|R. Let’s practice the

seumul-se sal-ieyo Korean rhythm together.

o84t & [X Do not mix 0| & & with & Use LA Q1 2Ol M= O M &F &o[2t1 41X

2EMHO AEM & orformal O &4} Al 2I0tR. Say A= M| #0[0]|K instead. If you

O|td& N O choose the Sino-Korean number 0| & &}

isip-sam sal / pair it with M| in a formal context.

seumul-se sal /

isip-sam se

2H 23| / 23A| Short form entries for official SN N FTO|A = LAl ofLHof| k2 2t 234

— documents, depending on the = 23MHE HA HojR. ‘2o U=

field instructions. Z20]|= 2t LIo|E S8 2. On official forms,

follow the field’s instructions. You may
write 2t 23M[ or 234 as a short entry.
When Btis included, it means full,
international age.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

UR0 &+ & oEXH0] = + A

AL
TR0+ 4

StXt0] 4= + M| — Native Korean number + &; Sino-Korean number + Al

Use the matching number system and counter.
ASM A
AZM & — twenty-three years old

A =AMl is the native Korean form used before &

2+ A BA 2N HA AU EH: SR04+ A
A

=
l= B3 X0 4= + M| — Daily conversation uses native Korean numbers with . Official
formal expressions often use Sino-Korean numbers with Al.

SN BMLEAA = BEHO|A = SEXI0] =2 M|E 20| M. In official documents and formal expressions, Sino-Korean numbers with Al

K= A=M #0[0l2.
N+E+AEM+ 4 +0[02 +. — | am twenty-three years old.

For example, in a regular conversation, | can say A= AZEA| &0[0f|R. That means, “I’'m twenty-three years old.”
Of & & M|
0|14t M| — twenty-three years old

This pairis common in formal contexts and documents.

Pronunciation Loop

_ Howto praCtice

AENM ool seumul-se sal-ieyo
K= AN Holo2. jeoneun seumul-se sal-ieyo.
NE AZNM ALt jeoneun seumul-se salimnida.

Self-Check

1 Say & three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.
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Related / Subsequent Studies

3YUZ- 2L Al Vocabulary: compare €3 - E2F with Open lesson

Reading Korean Phone this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.  https://www.koreanlad

Numbers Digit by Digit der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-VOCAB-NUM-0
08

= 7102 Al Vocabulary: compare R 7§02 with this Open lesson

Your First Counters for lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

Things and People der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-VOCAB-NUM-0
05

ASSIL/ MESE /OF=CHA Al Vocabulary: compare AEdtLE/ MEE / Open lesson

Native Numbers from 21 OF=CHA with this lesson so the boundary https://www.koreanlad

to 99 becomes clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-VOCAB-NUM-0
07

g /AS/NE /OIS AlVocabulary: compare € /A2 / ME /O Open lesson

Native Korean Numbers by  with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad

Tens clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-VOCAB-NUM-0
04

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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