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Ot7t / Z23 TOf| / Y=

Talking About What Just Happened

_

Al - Beginner Vocabulary otnt/ =3 Holl / &=
TOPIK 1 Time & Date Talking About What Just Happened

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-A1-VOCAB-TIM-007

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZbL|dfBBMes

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Here is my problem. In English | say, “I just ate,” “l saw him earlier,” and “I called a little while ago.” In
Korean, do | use the same word every time?

Z£2 Z20|0|R. Korean separates the immediate past into a few natural time words.
Today, focus on three words: Ot77t, 22 H0i|, and &3. They all point to the past, but the feeling is different.

DAL ZSH K. &2 means just now, very close to now. =2 0| means a little while ago. Ot7t means
earlier today, or earlier in the same situation.

Conversation Snapshot

e e e

Hana gz oir? Did you just arrive?

Junho |, &3 ol a. Yes, | just arrived.
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N R

Hana o= FE0R?
Junho Hl, =22 Moj| FEH 2.

Did you order coffee?

Yes, | ordered a little while ago.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

opt - =g Hoj| - &3
akka - jogeum
jeon-e - banggeum

3z - =3 ™ol -
ot

banggeum —
jogeum jeon-e —
akka

AlZh 2+ A
sigan mal +
gwageohyeong

YF AR
banggeum wasseoyo

Z3 || H=tHoie
jogeum jeon-e
jeonhwahaesseoyo

opt ol
akka bwasseoyo

E=alv]
jogeum jeon-e

Ht1
[=R=]

banggeum

earlier - a little while ago - just
now

just now — a little while ago —
earlier

time word + past tense

I just arrived.

I called a little while ago.

| saw it earlier.

a little while ago

just now
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Today, focus on three words: Ot7t, ==&
Hoil, and #2. They all point to the past,
but the feeling is different.

ZARE HFSH Q. &3 means just now,
very close to now. Z2 0| means a little
while ago. O}77t means earlier today, or
earlier in the same situation.

2|1 otF £Q8HR. These words often
pair with past tense verbs, like HU R,
2o, 2o,

AW o 20]0 Q. &2 K. It means, “I
just arrived.”

= i of 20/01 2. &7 Mof| MoK, It
means, “I called a little while ago.”

N| 1l of| 20[0f|R. OF7t £O{ K. It means, “I
saw it earlier.”

Now let’s unpack the shape. M0l means

before. Z2 means a little. So == M| is
literally “a little before,” but naturally, “a
little while ago.”

g2 is one word. It means just now. Use it
when the action is extremely fresh.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

Of7t - =7 Hof| - &3

Ot} - =2 HMoj| - &2 — earlier - alittle while ago - just now

All refer to something that already happened.

2= — &3 ol — ot

= — =2 Hof| — Ot77t — just now — a little while ago — earlier

From closest to now to a bit farther back.

AlZH 2+ 3t — time word + past tense

Most retelling uses past tense.

g2 + 0K — ljust arrived.

[}
K HIj of 20]0l|R. ¥ |, It means, “I just arrived.”

gt2 + 20| — | just arrived.

2= is very close to now. Maybe the door just closed a second ago.

Pronunciation Loop

=gyl banggeum wasseoyo

Z3 ™of| Haioie jogeum jeon-e jeonhwahaesseoyo
opt ol akka bwasseoyo

ot akka

Self-Check

1 SayOtnt/ =2 Mo / &2 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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HEo|olR Al Vocabulary: compare HZEO0|0|2 with this Open lesson
Reading Calendar Dates lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
Out Loud der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-VOCAB-TIM-00
5
M/ otst /s 2 Y Al Vocabulary: compare A / St/ 8 & 4 Open lesson
Naming Finer Parts of the with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad
Day clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-VOCAB-TIM-00
6
OFEl /& /XY /& Al Vocabulary: compare Ot&l / HAl / M /gt Open lesson
The Parts of a Korean Day with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad
clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-VOCAB-TIM-00
2
s /LY /oA AlVocabulary: compare 2= /LHY / 0{&| with ~ Open lesson
Talking About Days this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.  https://www.koreanlad

der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-VOCAB-TIM-00
1

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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