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Korean Ladder Study Note

$O/HH/7A

Beginner Korean Chat Abbreviations

A2 - Elementary Colloquial 0 /HH /A
TOPIK2 Texting Beginner Korean Chat Abbreviations

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-A2-COLLOQ-TXT-001

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9fLjD91qgq!

Visit Korean Ladder for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Okay, real story. My Korean friend texts me three letters: s ©. No vowels. Just & o. | thought my phone was
broken.

Same! | kept seeing 71 A and H H at the end of messages and just smiled and nodded. What ARE these?

Z2 AF0|0|K. These are not broken — they're shortcuts. Koreans drop the vowels and text only the first
consonants. Today you'll read three: hi, bye, thanks.

Here is the idea. Take a normal Korean word, keep only the first consonant of each syllable, and throw the
vowels away. That's a chat abbreviation — Z=AH|.

Conversation Snapshot

__

Junho s o E X|WHof? Hi, how have you been?
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Hana 50 g, & X0, &l Bro|OF. Hi, yeah, I've been good. Long time.
Junho LH7E M BLHE A I'll send you the book.

Hana TAT AL R 00k Thanks thanks. Really, thank you.
Junho Lt O|H| 71Ok 3ff. b & I have to go now. Bye.

Hana , B b ae Okay, take care. Bye.

| olo

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

3O - HH A hi - bye - thanks Z2 ZE0|02. These are not broken —

— they're shortcuts. Koreans drop the
vowels and text only the first consonants.
Today you'll read three: hi, bye, thanks.

EHH| 'initial-consonant style' texting Here is the idea. Take a normal Korean

choseongche word, keep only the first consonant of
each syllable, and throw the vowels
away. That's a chat abbreviation —

A

5t0| > s 0 'hi' becomes s © Watch 30| — that's Korean for the

ha-i — 'hi' English 'hi." 8t starts with 5|2, 0] starts
with 0]8. Keep just those two and you
get s 0.

H}O|HIO| — H = 'bye bye' becomes = = Same trick with HFO[HIO| — 'bye bye."'

ba-i-ba-i — 'bye' Each B starts with H|. People shorten it

all the way down to HH.

ZEAE— A 'thanks' (from ZtAFEL|CH) And the polite one: ZHAFEELICt means

gam-sa — 'thanks' becomes T A 'thank you.' The core is ZAl — 2 starts
with 7|9, A starts with A|2. So thanks
becomes 7 A,

0 /HH /A hi / bye / thanks So far: & 0 is 810|, hi. & & is H}O[H}O[, bye.
— A is ZHAL thanks. Three letters you'll
see every single day.

0 Beginner Korean Chat But here's the part people miss — you
read aloud as 5}0| Abbreviations don't say & o out loud as letters. When
(ha-i) you read it aloud, you say the full word it

stands for: 3t0].
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HHE - A Beginner Korean Chat Same for the others. &&= out loud is

b —HRO|HIO| - 7 &4 Abbreviations HFO|H}O]. 71 A out loud is ZHAL. The letters

— ZEA} are for your eyes; your mouth says the
word.
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Grammar / Structure Notes

SO - HH - 1A

0 - HH - 1A —hi- bye - thanks

consonant-only chat shortcuts

ESopS|

ZMH| — "initial-consonant style' texting

keep first consonants, drop the vowels

ol0| > &0

5t+0|+—+ &+ o —'hi'becomes s ©

Watch 50| — that's Korean for the English 'hi.' St starts with 3|2, 0| starts with 0|S. Keep just those two and you get 3 0.
HIO|H}O| > B H

Ht+ 0| + Hf+ 0] + —> + & + H — 'bye bye' becomes = &

Same trick with HFO[HIO| — 'bye bye." Each B} starts with H| . People shorten it all the way down to & &,

ZAF—= A
ZH+ Ab+ >+ 1+ A —'thanks' (from ZHAFEILICH becomes 1A

And the polite one: ZHAFZILICE means 'thank you.' The core is ZFAF — 2 starts with 7|9, A starts with A|2. So thanks becomes 71 A,

Pronunciation Loop

310| read aloud as &}0| (ha-i)

HH - A HH — HFO[H}O| - 1A — ZtA}
5l2+0/2=3s0 hieut + ieung

HFO|H}O| ba-i-ba-i

ZHAL gam-sa

50| / HiolHtol / ZHA 5}0| - HIO[HFO| - ZfAL

Self-Check

1 Say s o /HH/ 1A threetimes: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.
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Related / Subsequent Studies

oo/LL/XA[/OX B1 Colloquial: compare oo /LL /XA /oXx  Open lesson

More Korean Chat with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad

Shorthand clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-COLLOQ-TXT-
002

ol /T /A= B1 Colloquial: compare o=/ 171/ A3 with Open lesson

Reading Korean Text and this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.  https://www.koreanlad

Chat Abbreviations der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-COLLOQ-TXT-
001

T/ B2 Colloquial: compare 11 / with this lesson ~ Open lesson

Korean Emoticons and so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

Tonein Text der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B2-COLLOQ-TXT-
001

ML /32 /oIRE A2 Colloquial: compare 2M / I2{AL / Open lesson

Hedging and Agreeing OFFE with this lesson so the boundary https://www.koreanlad

Naturally becomes clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-COLLOQ-FIL-0
01

My Notes

Free Korean lessons, one rung at a time. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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