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빨리빨리 문화
Why Everyday Life in Korea Moves So Fast

Level Topic Focus

A2 · Elementary
TOPIK 2

Culture
Etiquette

빨리빨리 문화
Why Everyday Life in Korea Moves So Fast

Study Links
Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A2-CULTURE-ETQ-005

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lAbWd7sMjPI

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Core Idea
Real question. In Korea, why does it feel like everything has to happen right now? Food arrives fast, people
walk fast, and my 카톡 reply feels late after ten minutes.

좋은 질문이에요. 한국의 빨리빨리 문화는 단순히 성격이 급하다는 뜻이 아니에요. Often, it means being efficient and
not making others wait.

하지만 항상 빠른 게 예의는 아니에요. Sometimes the polite move is to slow down and say, 천천히 하세요, or 여유를
가지세요.

오늘의 핵심 표현은 빨리빨리예요. It means quickly, quickly, or hurry up, depending on tone and situation.

Conversation Snapshot
Speaker Korean Meaning

Hana 주문할 거 정했어요?
—

Have you decided what to order?

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A2-CULTURE-ETQ-005
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lAbWd7sMjPI
https://www.koreanladder.com
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Speaker Korean Meaning

Junho 네, 미리 정했어요. 아메리카노 하나 주세요.
—

Yes, I decided in advance. One
Americano, please.

Hana 좋아요. 줄이 길 때는 미리 준비하면 좋아요.
—

Good. When the line is long, it's good
to prepare in advance.

Junho 친구가 많이 피곤해 보여요.
—

My friend looks very tired.

Hana 그럴 때는 천천히 하세요, 여유를 가지세요라고
말하면 좋아요.
—

Then it's good to say, please take your
time, give yourself some breathing
room.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions
Word Meaning Example

빨리빨리
ppalli-ppalli

quickly, quickly; hurry-hurry 오늘의 핵심 표현은 빨리빨리예요. It means
quickly, quickly, or hurry up, depending
on tone and situation.

빨리빨리 문화
ppalli-ppalli
munhwa

the fast-fast culture; Korea's
speed-oriented mindset

For learners, it is safer to understand
빨리빨리 문화 than to command people
with 빨리빨리.

배달이 빨라요
baedari ppallayo

Delivery is fast. 예를 들어, 한국에서는 배달이 정말 빨라요.
Food delivery can arrive very quickly, so
fast service becomes normal.

서비스가 빠른 편이에요
seobiseuga ppareun
pyeonieyo

Service tends to be fast. 또, 수리나 택배도 빠른 편이에요. Same-day
service can feel ordinary in many places.

사람들이 빨리 걸어요
saramdeuri ppalli
georeoyo

People walk quickly. 길에서도 사람들이 빠르게 걸어요. It is not
always anger. Often people are
commuting, transferring, or trying not to
block the flow.

닫힘 버튼을 눌러요
dathim beoteuneul
nulleoyo

They press the close button. 엘리베이터 닫힘 버튼도 많이 눌러요. The
close-door button feels like a tiny symbol
of 빨리빨리 culture.

답장이 빠르면 좋아요
dapjangi
ppareumyeon joayo

If the reply is quick, it's good. 친한 사이에서는 답장이 빠르면 관심과 배려로
느껴질 수 있어요. A fast reply can feel
warm, like, I saw you, I care.

효율
hyoyul

efficiency 빨리빨리 문화의 좋은 면은 효율이에요.
Efficiency is the positive side.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
빨리빨리
빨리빨리 — quickly, quickly; hurry-hurry

A common cultural keyword, not always a command

빨리빨리
빨리 + 빨리 — quickly, quickly

빨리 means fast or quickly. Repeating it, 빨리빨리, makes it feel more urgent, more habitual, or more cultural.

빨리빨리 해.
빨리빨리 해. — Do it quickly.

Casual. Use carefully; it can sound pushy.

빨리빨리 문화
빨리빨리 문화 — the fast-fast culture; Korea's speed-oriented mindset

Use this to talk about the culture, not to rush someone.

배달이 빨라요
배달 + 이 + 빨라요 — Delivery is fast.

예를 들어, 한국에서는 배달이 정말 빨라요. Food delivery can arrive very quickly, so fast service becomes normal.

Pronunciation Loop
Phrase How to practice

천천히 하세요. cheoncheonhi haseyo.

여유를 가지세요. yeoyureul gajiseyo.

가능하면 빨리 부탁드려요. ganeunghamyeon ppalli butakdeuryeoyo.

Self-Check
1 Say 빨리빨리 문화 three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.

2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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Lesson Why study it next Link

나이 / 띠 / 빠른 년생
Why Koreans Ask Your Age
First

A2 Culture: compare 나이 / 띠 / 빠른 년생 with
this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-CULTURE-ETQ
-002

신발 벗고 들어오세요
Shoes, Floors, and Korean
Homes

A2 Culture: compare 신발 벗고 들어오세요 with
this lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-CULTURE-ETQ
-001

어른 먼저 드세요
Table Seniority and
Manners with Elders

A2 Culture: compare 어른 먼저 드세요 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-CULTURE-ETQ
-003

경조사 예절
결혼식·장례식 봉투와 조의금

B2 Culture: compare 경조사 예절 with this
lesson so the boundary becomes clearer.

Open lesson
https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B2-CULTURE-ET
Q-001

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.

https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A2-CULTURE-ETQ-002
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