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Saying 'If' and 'When' in Korean

_

A2 - Elementary Grammar -(2)H
TOPIK2 Connectors Saying 'lf' and 'When' in Korean

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A2-GRAM-CON-002

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I9Fn2J9W0jU

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Okay, real question to start. How do | say 'if' in Korean? In English it's one tiny word — do | just drop it in
somewhere?

Right? And here's the thing that trips me up — sometimes it feels less like 'if' and more like 'when.' Same
word for both?

RES HM2 (Q)HO|0f|2. SAIL HEALF O 20 A 22 S0 K. In English, -(2)H means 'if' — and
sometimes 'when.'

A2 ofZ ZHCteli R, Bhlo| gloM - BHXIO| IOM _OM |f the stem ends in a vowel, add ™. Ifitends in a
consonant, add SH.

Conversation Snapshot

e e e

Hana FU| SMT ECH S ER? If the weather's nice this weekend,
— shall we go hiking?
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Junho U, HI7FeF EH Z0tR.

Hana o

Junho ZOtR. A|ZHo] =|H 20| HME HoiR.

Yes, if it doesn't rain, that'd be great.
Then when | wake up in the morning,
I'll call you.

Great. If there's time, let's have lunch
together too.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

£Q

g -0/ ey
od

no batchim —
-myeon / batchim —
-eumyeon

oo o>

30 ng
i

AlZto| o™ It
sigani isseumyeon
gayo

=0 =M [msEs
bomi doemyeon
ttatteuthaeyo

/1] Z OtAE Eo] oF
olg

keopireul
masimyeon jami an

20| |2 / AIZtol
2o

if / when (condition ending)

vowel stem — ™ - consonant
stem — OH

If I have time, | go.

When spring comes, it gets
warm.

If/when | drink coffee, | can't
sleep.

certain event — 'when' -
uncertain event = "if'

when spring comes / if | have
time

one form, meaning follows the
situation
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QEC| MM (Q)HO|0|Q. SALL HEAL
ol 204M =212 2HS0{R. In English,
-(2)H means 'if' — and sometimes
'when.'

A2 ofF Zicteli Q. BHAo| @lo™ -H,
HEXIO| AOH -OM  |fthe stem endsina
vowel, add H. If it ends in a consonant,
add OH,

Ol 20[0|Q. A|Zt0] X2H T2, If | have
time, | go. 'UCHE= EHEO| QoL JOH,

O|Holl 0| =|H [HE3 2. When spring
comes, it gets warm. '=|CHE EHEO|
21OL|7t E|H. And notice — here it feels
like 'when,' not '"if.'

SILEE R, XM= IS OFA|H FO| ¢ 2k,
When | drink coffee, | can't sleep — a
habit, a regular result. -(2)™ also covers
those everyday patterns.

H2ro| HoflF . 2HAst 20|H 'when,'
eHAISHX| 9 O™ 'if.' The context decides.
Spring always comes, so 20| =™ is
'when."' Maybe I won't have time, so
AlZto| IO ™ s 'if.!

Oh, that clicks. &0| =™ is 'when spring
comes' because spring is guaranteed. But
AlZHo] 2™ s 'if | have time," because...
honestly, maybe | won't.

Helsl . HtE2 JAHol|R. YEl= stit, 2l0|=
s mete.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
_(O)Etl

—) =

-(2)® — if / when (condition ending)

attaches to a verb or adjective stem

(o) (o)
SHA 918 — -3 /WA 9IS — -O
HHXI QIS — -H /HHE QI8 — -OH — yowel stem — ™ - consonant stem — QH

AIZHO] QO H It

AlZt+0[+ R+ 2 +Jt+ & — If | have time, | go.

ol 20[0l|Q. A|Zt0] A H 7t If | have time, | go. 'RACHE EHEIO| JQOL|7F QJOH,

=0| &[H sl

2 + 0| + £ + M + S8 + & — When spring comes, it gets warm.

O|tHell =0 =™ (5232, When spring comes, it gets warm. 'E[CHi= BHE0| @1OL| 7t =[™. And notice — here it feels like 'when,' not "if.'
7{I| £ OfA[H FO| oF 2t

F{I| + £ + OtA| + ™ + &+ 0] + QH + 9t + @ — If/when | drink coffee, | can't sleep.

StLt R, M= IS OFA|H Zo| o 2tR. When | drink coffee, | can't sleep — a habit, a regular result. -(2)® also covers those everyday
patterns.

Pronunciation Loop

A|7HL| O|MH 7t sigani isseumyeon gayo

AZto| o Ite sigani isseumyeon gayo

AoH isseumyeon

=0| =M I bomi doemyeon ttatteuthaeyo
=] doemyeon

Self-Check

1 Say-(2)H™ three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.
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Related / Subsequent Studies

OtM / 01 A A2 Grammar: compare OtA] / 0{A] with this Open lesson

Saying 'Because' and 'And lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

Then' der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-GRAM-CON-00
1

-C2tE /-(Q)2X|2tE C1 Grammar: compare -Cl2tx / -(2) = X[2tE Open lesson

Saying 'Even If' for Strong with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad

Concession clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-C1-GRAM-CON-00
1

=/ B1 Grammar: compare =0 / with this lesson Open lesson

Setting Up Background so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

and Soft Contrast der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-GRAM-CON-00
1

(@)= 7Hola A2 Grammar: compare (2)2 70| with this Open lesson

The Korean Future Tense lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

and Plans der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-GRAM-TNS-00
2

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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