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A Ol A
-(Q)z Qe /PO
Saying What You Can and Can't Do

_

A2 - Elementary Grammar -(Q)z A0 /sl
TOPIK2 Sentence Endings Saying What You Can and Can't Do

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.htm|?id=KOR-A2-GRAM-END-004

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wD1RcvqgWWAg

Visit koreanladder.com for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Okay, real question. In English | say can for almost everything — skills, permission, even chance. In Korean,
do | just slap == U0{& on everything?

Z2 HEF0|0|R2. Good question. Today we stay in one lane: ability and possibility. Not every English can
belongs here.

RESHMMU2 - (9)a £ J0R'2}'-(2)z £ KU R. Today's coreis -(2) 2 4 AN / 10| K: can or cannot.

0| EH2 7542 UK. This pattern talks about what is possible. Skills count too — things you are able to

Conversation Snapshot

__

Hana Qs Mo & 5= A0? Can you go this evening?
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Junho Zada. 2s2 2 gl L.
Hana HEotR. LHY2 2 4= A0{R?
Junho Hl, Lige 2 = Aoa.

Hana 2= N4 & Ao R?
Junho ZEe. 2 4 & 802,
Hana e g =02

Junho 4, LiY S Z = A0 K.

Sorry. I can't go today.

That's okay. Can you go tomorrow?

Yes, | can go tomorrow.

Can you go this evening?

Sorry. | can't go today.

Can you go tomorrow?

Yes, | can go tomorrow.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

-(Q)z U0/ can / cannot — ability or

glole possibility
-(eu)l su i-sseo-yo /
Su eop-seo-yo

s - ¥ possibility - ability

ga-neung -
neung-nyeok

X o024 28 consonant - vowel - 2-stem
a2 £ . z2dEil 5 a2
X

eulsu/lsu/keep 2

HE A0 | can eat/it's possible to eat
meo-geul su

i-sseo-yo

Z =02 I can go / it's possible to go

gal su i-sseo-yo

gE o | can make it
man-deul su
i-sseo-yo
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RES MR (Q)z UMK} -(Q)z
2101R'0R. Today's coreis-(2) 2 %=
QAL /0 K: can or cannot.

Ol #2912 7t5d 8 H3llR. This pattern
talks about what is possible. Skills count
too — things you are able to do.

After most consonant stems, use the
ending € 4= A0{Q: HC} becomes HE
A0{K. After a vowel stem, use the ending
2 £ A0{Q: 7ICk becomes Z 4= AAH K. If
the stem already ends in 2, keep one 2:
THEC} becomes THE 4 AN L.

HoH= 20| 0|, HEt has a final
consonant, 7|%, so we add the ending 2
F AR HE £ A0 .

7tCh= 2HELO] @101 K. 7tCt ends in a vowel,
so we add the ending 2 & UMK, & 5
Aoig.

BHSCH= already ends with 2|2. Keep one
2.5 £ {2, Not THES 4 A0 L.
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HE +aloia | can't eat it / not possible to eat For the no side, flip Y012 to glA{R. HE

meo-geul su £ 21012, | can't eat it, orit's not possible

eop-5eo0-yo to eat it.

Z g0 I can't go / not possible to go 2 RAOZ Z £ gl0]Q. Same shape: Z

gal su eop-seo-yo 2 2l01K. | can't go, or goingisn't
possible.

Korean Ladder study note - koreanladder.com Page 3



koreanladder.com
Your ladder to fluent Korean.

Grammar / Structure Notes

(L) =AU /g0

-(@)2 AL / 0|2 — can / cannot — ability or possibility
attach to a verb stem

s - 53

Jts - 53 — possibility - ability

what you can or cannot do

HH 0524 B8 a4 2l > a 9K

HHO—-2x B2 -2 22 —» 2 RX| — consonant - vowel - 2-stem

AT & 4 1012, not &2 4 2101

oig 4 20

H+2 4 AL — I caneat/ it's possible to eat

HCH= BHE 0| RI0{R. BCf has a final consonant, 7|9, so we add the ending € &= J0{Q. HE £ A0 K.

N
1

()

°o 2
0

AA
7t+2 £ 0|2 — I can go/it's possible to go

7tCHE ©tAlo] lo{R. 7tCt ends in a vowel, so we add the ending 2 4= 02, Z 4= 0 Q.

Pronunciation Loop

H2 £+ A0l meo-geul su i-sseo-yo
HE A0 meo-geul su i-sseo-yo
Zgloe gal su eop-seo-yo
s wan-byeok-hae-yo

Self-Check

1 Say-(Q)z £ A0 /20K three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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-(Q)=AHK A2 Grammar: compare -(2) 2 A2 with this Open lesson

Promising and lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

Committing to Do der.com/lesson.html?id

Something =KOR-A2-GRAM-END-00
2

-(Q)zna?/-(2)uAlCt Al Grammar: compare -(2) 277/ Open lesson

Suggesting and Proposing  -(2) & A|C} with this lesson so the boundary https://www.koreanlad

Together becomes clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-GRAM-END-00
3

-(Q)Me Al Grammar: compare -(2)M| 2 with this Open lesson

Making Polite Requests lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

and Gentle Commands der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-GRAM-END-00
4

-def /-710] C1 Grammar: compare -Z2li / -7|0fl with this Open lesson

2712 0|RE = 20{-710f  lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

A der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-C1-GRAM-END-00
2

My Notes

Your ladder to fluent Korean. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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