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Korean Ladder Study Note
UHR /YAHR
The Korean Past Tense

_

A2 - Elementary Grammar Ao /Ao
TOPIK 2 Tense The Korean Past Tense

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A2-GRAM-TNS-001

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P7SxSstM_dY

Visit Korean Ladder for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Okay, real question. | know ML means 'to eat.' But when | want to say 'l ate' — yesterday, done, finished —
what do | actually change?

]

20|0|2. You take the verb and add 02 or ALK to the stem. HCF — HRUO{ K. That's it — past tense,

07| 40|02, The whole pattern is just: verb stem plus SR or FHL. AHLLI F R, E T St 2.

23 = &0l 2 Z2t27? You choose by the stem's vowel. FL} L7t UOH A0{R, T 2|0f|= A0 K. If the last
stem vowel is Of or 2, use A K; otherwise AHL.

Conversation Snapshot

__

Hana =3 M, ofH| & Hoje? Junho, what did you do yesterday?
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Junho AT E oHolR. 20| JHE 2ol
Hana MHo|A0iR?

Junho l, 32 UK. St MER?
Hana A TollM M2 gi0l2

I met a friend. We watched a movie
together.
Was it fun?

Yes, it was really good. And you, Hana?

| read a book at home.

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

Lt — HloR
meok-da —
Meo-geo-Sseo-yo

SAHOIZH+ A0l /
Ao

dongsa eogan +
ass-eo-yo /
€055-€0-y0

ofzh L - AR/
Je—»qlolr

F-L —ass-eo-yo/
else — eoss-eo-yo

2 Holoe
bab-eul
meo-geo-sseo-yo

9 + H01R = ol
meok + eoss-e0-yo

7iCh— ZtolR
ga-da — ga-sseo-yo

TH+ % — 2k
ga+ass — gass

ORAICH— O o R
ma-si-da —
ma-syeo-sseo-yo

to eat — ate

verb stem + past-tense ending

vowel harmony picks the ending

| ate (a meal).

stem + ending = past tense

to go — went

same vowels merge

to drink — drank
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Z2 Z20|0R. You take the verb and add
AR or A to the stem. HCF —
HAN K. That's it — past tense, done.

0f7| HAl0|0f| 2. The whole pattern is just:
verb stem plus %02 or A0K. AHQL}
A0R, & FstLola.

a2 & S0l 2 Z2t2? You choose by the
stem'svowel. FLt L7t JAOH AL, T
2lofl= AL, If the last stem vowel is OF or
2, use UM Y; otherwise UK.

22 =2, ¢ HA{ L. The stem H
has the vowel 0, so we use %L —
HAO|R. 'l ate.'

Oh nice — so the verb just grew a little
tail. ¥ became UL,

O|Hll 7t 2. 7t has the vowel OF, so it
takes AR, 7t + %0 — and the vowels
merge into Zt012. 'went.'

Whoa, the two OF sounds just squished
together into one. {01 K.

OOt OFAICHE Bt OFAl + AR —
O 0{R. 'l drank.' The 0] and O blend
into 4.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
24Ct - 2ol

HC} - HAHQ —to eat — ate

Drop Ct, add the past ending.

SAHOZE+ A0|2 /0R

SALOJZH+ R%O{R / AR — verb stem + past-tense ending
Two endings, one job: 'it happened.’

ozt |-+ >R /I >0

ozt b-L > AR /22— AL — vowel harmony picks the ending
Match the bright vowels Ot/ with &0 2.

PS HAUNR

H + AL — | ate (a meal).

=

+8

“+

2

njo

E272. 92 HAH K. The stem H has the vowel 01, so we use AL — HAHL. 'l ate.'

+940{2 = 2{2i0f 2

+ AR =HJU R — stem + ending = past tense

| =
e

L

Oh nice — so the verb just grew a little tail. & became HU0{ 2.

Pronunciation Loop

OlH # Roi? eo-je mwo hae-sseo-yo?
M= HO g oo a. jeo-neun keo-pi-reul ma-syeo-sseo-yo.

Self-Check

1 Say %L /AL three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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Ladde

()= Hola A2 Grammar: compare (2)2 A2 with this Open lesson

The Korean Future Tense lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

and Plans der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-GRAM-TNS-00
2

40 A2 Grammar: compare 11 #0{2 with this Open lesson

Saying What You Want to lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

Do der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-GRAM-END-00
1

OFM / O M A2 Grammar: compare OtA / 0{ M with this Open lesson

Saying 'Because' and 'And lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

Then' der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-GRAM-CON-00
1

2y B1 Grammar: compare 2&d with this lesson  Open lesson

Turning Verbs into so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad

Modifiers der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B1-GRAM-MOD-0
01

My Notes

Free Korean lessons, one rung at a time. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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