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The Humble 'l' and 'We'

_

A2 - Elementary Honorifics X /A XNE
TOPIK 2 Humble Forms The Humble 'l' and 'We'

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A2-HON-HUM-001

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=96zCVBEyGSE

Visit Korean Ladder for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Quick question — when you say 'l' in Korean, do you say Lt or X? Get this wrong, and you can sound rude
without even knowing it.

Wait, there are two words for 'l'? I've just been saying Lt to everyone.
And 'my' too — is it Lif or &|? | never know which one to grab.

Here's the rule. L} and 22| are casual. X and X 2| are the humble, polite versions — you lower yourself to lift
the listener.

Conversation Snapshot

e e e

Junho eHIStM|R. K= dE= ALICE Hello. I'm Junho Kim. (humble)
Hana U, M3 2lAtof] 241 A sEH K. Yes, welcome to our company.
_ (humble)
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Junho M getolof L.

Here's my business card. (humble)

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

Lt—= X /22| = XN
na—jeo/uri—
jeohui

A =G Ly
jeo=humble 'na’

e otdoloR «
L= shdolof
jeoneun
haksaengieyo <>
naneun haksaengiya

e — H|
jeoui— je

Lt/ the X /A
na/nae < jeo/je

Lol — L, M2l — |
naui — nae, jeoui —
je

HE =X +H|
myeonjeop =jeo +je

28| - X3l

uri — jeohui

casual 'l/we' = humble 'l/we'

the humble'l'

polite vs casual: 'I'm a student'

humble 'my' — a contraction of
e

casual I/my <> humble I/my

'my" shrinks the same way in
both registers

In formal settings, switch to the
humble pair

humble 'we / our'
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Here's the rule. L} and 22| are casual. X
and X{g] are the humble, polite versions
— you lower yourself to lift the listener.

Mz FHE SHM 4TS £0/= 20[0K. In
English, X is the humble 'I' — you use it
to show respect to the person you're
talking to.

Z2 SEO|X|2h Aot | = L= eHAojop'at
8 2. Same meaning, but with a close
friend you'd say LH= 3t40|of,

Ol 'H'dl2. 'H'= 'M2|'el ZZO0|HK. In
English, Al is just the contraction of X 2]
— it means 'my,' the humble version.

So X is'l," and H| is 'my' — the polite pair.
And the casual pairis Lt and LH?

otR. Lt — L, X — H|. The vowel just
shrinks — casual LH, humble .

Okay, so at a job interview, everything
becomes X and H|. Got it.

O|H| '?2|'0K. The humble 'we' is X{3].
You use it for 'our company,' 'our team' —
talking to outsiders.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
LI = X / 2] = N3]

Lt = X / 22| = X3| — casual 'l/we' = humble 'l/we'

Use X /X %] with strangers, elders, customers — anyone you respect.
—_ o | ]
N=%&"L

X =5%Z"L}' — the humble'l'

Lower yourself, raise the listener.

K= etdolo .
X+ +84+0[0|2 +. —1am a student. (polite)

E0|{EMR. XM= ool — 'l am a student,' said politely.
XN 0|0 < L= aH4H0|of
X 40|02 <> L= SHH0]0F — polite vs casual: 'I'm a student'

Same meaning, different respect level.
Xl — H|

X9l = M — humble 'my' — a contraction of X2

Casual 'my" is W (from Lt2]); humble 'my" is A|.

Pronunciation Loop

M= 0= ArZholol 2 jeo-neun mi-guk sa-ram-i-e-yo

Self-Check

1 Say XA /Al /N3] three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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Ladde

£2|ct/ 3ot/ 2Lt B2 Honorifics: compare E2|Ct / &CH/ R 2Lt Open lesson
Humble Forms That Show with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad
Respect clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-B2-HON-HUM-00
1
SZAICH Se2|Ct/ 2 22|t C1 Honorifics: compare 2A|CH/ S2|CH/ 24 Open lesson
Elevated Humble =22|Ct with this lesson so the boundary https://www.koreanlad
Vocabulary becomes clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-C1-HON-HUM-00
1
Korean Honorifics A2 Honorifics: compare Korean Honorifics Open lesson
N2 and HIAM with this lesson so the boundary becomes https://www.koreanlad
clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-A2-HON-SUB-001

=R A2 Honorifics: compare ' / M| with this Open lesson

Korean Titles and Address lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A2-HON-ADR-001

My Notes

Free Korean lessons, one rung at a time. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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