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Choosing Between Two Polite Styles
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A2 - Elementary Honorifics s A
TOPIK 2 Speech Levels Choosing Between Two Polite Styles

Study Links

Open this lesson on Korean Ladder
https://www.koreanladder.com/lesson.html?id=KOR-A2-HON-LVL-001

Watch the full video on YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gMa50URehbY

Visit Korean Ladder for all free lessons
https://www.koreanladder.com

Coreldea

Okay, real question. | learned 3R for polite Korean... so why does the subway announcement sound totally
different?

Right? It announces something like LH2|L|C}, not LH2{ 2. Are they being extra polite, or is it a whole
different style?

Z2 Z20|0|K. There are two polite styles, and they're sisters: s{ 2| and BL|CHY|. 22 55, CHE 0|0 K.

12K ends in ~R. It's the everyday polite — warm, friendly, what you use with almost everyone, every day.

Conversation Snapshot

e e e

Junho OHABLAIL| 7}, 3|95 AlZFSIZI&LICH Hello. I'll begin the meeting. (&rL|CHA|
— — formal)
Hana Hl, Xt= of7| Ao K. Yes, the materials are here. (SHQH| —

— casual-polite, to a close colleague)
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Junho ZARRILICH O U HEE A ZRIL|CH Thank you. Then I'll start the
_ presentation. (back to & L|CH))

Vocabulary & Useful Expressions

SHA| / BLICHA| the casual-polite style / the Z2 EZ0|0]|R. There are two polite

haeyoche / formal-polite style styles, and they're sisters: i 4| and
hamnidache SLICHA. 22 &, CHE R0[0 2.

SHaH ~2 everyday polite — cafes, SiA| ends in ~K. It's the everyday polite
haeyoche ~yo friends-of-friends, daily life — warm, friendly, what you use with

almost everyone, every day.

SHLICHM| ~sL|Ct/ formal polite — news, SFL|CHM| ends in ~ELICt or ~&LICE It's the
~&LICt presentations, first business formal, on-the-record polite — news,
hamnidache ~mnida  meetings presentations, first business meetings.

/ ~seumnida

IO E O R | drink coffee. (SHRAH| — =0 ENQ.HRNZ2E — HIE 0N K. |
keopireul masyeoyo casual-polite) drink coffee,' the friendly way.

7{I| £ OpL|ct | drink coffee. (BfL|CHA| — And in L|CHH| — 7{I| £ OfHLIC} Same
keopireul masimnida  formal-polite) coffee, same meaning, but it now stands

at attention.

OpLICt (someone) drinks — 0| 22 EM|Q. O + LICt The ~H merges

masimnida formal-polite into Al to make &, then L|C} closes it.

ot (someone) drinks — Compare the casual ending: OtM + K. The

masyeoyo casual-polite ~8 is what makes it SH2A|.

ezt The meaning is the same. HotR. T2 ZotR. s A is like

tteuseun gatayo business-casual; &L|CHA is the suit and
tie.
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Grammar / Structure Notes
sHeA| / L ChHA|

sl 24| / 8L CHA| — the casual-polite style / the formal-polite style
Same meaning, different level of formality.

SN ~R2

si2H| ~2 — everyday polite — cafes, friends-of-friends, daily life
Soft and friendly.

LICHM| ~= LT/ ~& LT

SILICHY| ~eL|Ct / ~&LICH — formal polite — news, presentations, first business meetings
Crisp and official.

7| E Ot R

7L E 0t R — | drink coffee. (i 2K — casual-polite)

Endsin~2.

71| & Opd LTt

F{I|E OrAL|CH — | drink coffee. (RLICHY — formal-polite)

Endsin ~=L|C},

Pronunciation Loop

ZAFELICH gamsahamnida
norele gomawoyo

Self-Check

1 SaydiHA| three times: slow, natural, then inside a short sentence.
2 Write one original sentence that was not in the video.

3 Rewatch the YouTube lesson and pause when the same pattern appears.

Related / Subsequent Studies
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Ladde

ZARRILICH/ Z & LT A1 Honorifics: compare ZHAFgtL|CH/ Open lesson
Formal Thanks and Z| & ELIC} with this lesson so the boundary https://www.koreanlad
Apologies becomes clearer. der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-A1-HON-LVL-002

2 Al Honorifics: compare & with this lesson so Open lesson

Polite and Casual Korean the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
der.com/lesson.html?id
=KOR-A1-HON-LVL-001

SHA|| C1 Honorifics: compare 8tA|A| with this Open lesson
The Familiar Speech Level lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
Elders Use der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-C1-HON-LVL-001

SHYA K| B1 Honorifics: compare SHYAI2H| with this Open lesson
The Formal Speech Level lesson so the boundary becomes clearer. https://www.koreanlad
for Announcements der.com/lesson.html?id

=KOR-B1-HON-LVL-001

My Notes

Free Korean lessons, one rung at a time. This PDF, the website, and the video lessons are free for personal study.
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